
those who believe in 'The Liglht of
Asia,' that the people of Ceylon are
Buddhists. I sas' they are not. 1 do
not knowv muci, of book Buddhism,
but I do know a very great; deal of the
Buddlîismn of tlie people as it is
practiced, and I can say this, that of
the so-called1 Buddhists of OCylon,
ninety per cent. are den.on wor-
shipers. The creed of Buddhia says
there is no God to worship, therefore
the people turn to demons, as they
have done in Ceylon. To-day the se-
catled Buddhists of Ceylon are demon
worshiipeî3,, and this is tlue case, net
only with the people, but also wvith
the prîests. Tvo orthreenmonthis igo
1 went out distributing tracts, and
called at tie house of a demon priest.
Ia'sked him, ' What ià your religion?'
BudIdhism,' lue Treplied. 1 said, «'WThy,

vou know it is quite contrary to the
creed of Buddhia for you to practice
those demon ceremonies.' ' Yes,' lie
said, ' I know it is.' ' What about the
Buidlist pripztQ,' I wsked, ' do tluey
ever preachi against deinon worshiip?'
' No,' lie said, £ ive go to theiu, too,
iloett thC?/ are sc-"

Thiere are so many apologists of

BuddIhismi in our tinue whio insist that
zat lezast one-third of the huntian race
are under its sway, that it seemis
necessary te present suell clear state-
iiientb as tlue above froni tluose wvho
liavL lived in the East, and have been
careftil observers of the facts. 11ev.
Dr. Happer, of Canton, lias estimated
that the Buddluists; of the Clà.ese
Empire, insteadl of nunubering three or
faur hundred millions, do net exceed
çevenitv-five millions. 11ev. Dr. Nev-

his. of 'North China, in answer te the
qestion, IlWhiat proportion of the

linlare J3uddhists?" replies that

thieiselves by that naine, if, indeed,

niotinig at ali by self-designation; they
]lave ne relig-ion whatever, exccpt as
occasion seemis te require. WhVleii

they are hli distress thley go to a Confu-
cian, or a I3uddhist, or a Tauist temple,
wvhichlever may be most convenient,
or most strongly reconîmended, just as
men try a v'ariety of nostrums for
bodily ailnients. The niost common
resort in every-day life is to the god
of w'ealth, or to jugglers, hocontrol
the fungshuay, or the influences of
good ]uck. There is ne greater sham
in our day than the assunîption that
the masses of the people in a country
like China, or Siamn, or OCylon, are in
any intelligent sense Buddhists. The
systeil never clailled te, be au ail-
embracing cliurchi. 1t institutes a
hioly order of xnonks, and they may
preperly be called Buddlîists; they
profess that; relig'ion, and live by it.
There are general rules of life for the
laity, but they are under no organiza-
tion or systematie teaýhing; they are
under no vowvs, or .even enrolinient.
If we canl imagine a .Ronman Catholic
country -%ith no clxurches, but only
monasteries and Anunheries, withi no
systematic instrlict On,' or ordinances
and sacramients,, not. even baptism,
wve shail have a counterpart to a
Buddhist country, in which the people
receive more or less general influence
frorn the nionks, but are left to fo]low
their own popular superstitios, . The
proportions of devil w'arship and
serpent worship are probably greater
now thanu in former days, for every-
wvhere modern Buddh Ilism, is ini a state
of decline and decay.

Bishiop Bigandet of Burnîah declares
that: " Ignorance prevails to au ex-
tent whichi can scaircely be inîagxned,
and often the priests are less intelligent
than the 1-aitv."

3Mr. Gihnioîr iii ]lis "Anion- the
M1ongols," satys: "The gre..t sinners in
Mongolia are the Lamas (nionks); the
great; centres of wvickedness are the
temnples."

A Japaiiese Buddhist, in an address
of welcoine giv'41 te the Thieosophist,
Col.Olcott, on bis arrivai in Japansonie
months ago, dec]arcd that the religion
of ]lis country is in a sad decline.
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