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to concede all this to the higher classes, large numbers of whom betake
themselves for a time to monasteries for meditation, yet what will be said
of the millions in Siam or Laos, Cambodia or Burmah, who spend their
whole lives under the overmastering bondage of evil spirits ¢ These cer-
tainly furnish a work for the missionary. These appeal to the Christians
of every land for teachers who shall point them to the way of life and set
them free. It isin behalf of such that the commission of the great apos-
tle to the Gentiles was given ; for they certainly need to be led ** from
darkness unto light, and from the power of Satan (or Satans) unto God,
that they may receive remission of sin’’ and a share in the faith that is
in Jesus Christ.

Buddhism blots out the name of God ; it presents no Savior and no
salvation ; it only calls on each man to save himself. It takes no account
of supernatural things, whereas the masses of men will insist upon super-
natural influence, and if deprived of the light of God they will become the
victims of imaginary beings who are mightier than they.

New Phases of the Mission Work.—The mission work in Siam takes
on from time to time new forms, and it will doubtless continue to require
new adaptations as time goes on and as the people become more and more
familiar with the current of events in all lands. Asan example of the new
phases of work which are to be encountered and of the leaven of mission-
ary influence already exerted, a preaching service is reported as having
been cstablished by the Buddhists upon a Buddhist holy day. It is not
conducted, however, by the Buddhist priests, who ought to be the teachers
of the people. *‘ Instead of calling in a lot of ignorant priests,” says our
report, *‘ and listening to their prayers and exhoiiations in the unknown
Bali (Pali) tongue, of the meaning of which these priests themselves have
not the slightest idea, a rumber of the princes of high rank take turns and
present the truth in plain, every-day Siamese. Strange to say, however,
the attendance is always quite small, so we may be greatly encouraged
since the Siamese show so little interest in their own religion and attend
our services in larger numbers and much more regularly than they do their
own.”

Reference is made in the reports of the Presbyterian Mission for 1895
of a visit from Major Roper, of the Ceylon Salvation Army, to Bangkok.
The visit was made, as i supposed, for the purpose of reconnoitering the
field with a view to extending the operations of the Army to Siam. The
report says that ¢ the natives seem greatly taken with the Salvation Army
idea, and it is very probable that the Army would soon collect a large fol-
lowing here in Bangkok, if some of their workers should begin work here.
We all found Mr. Roper a very agreeable gentlewman and learned much
from his visit.”” It is to be hoped that the Salvation Army will scod a
contingent to Bangkok, provided leaders are chosen who shall insist upon
cooperation and not rivalry, or indirect antagonism to the existing work,
and we are sure that their work will be hailed with rejoicing. Doubtless



