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DIVIDSON,
TRE STUDRNT—THE TRACHER -THE DRUNKARD.

My friend, the son of pious parents, received the honors
of the prineipal College in his native Ntate, about twenty-
vight vears since. The habit, on which his ruin was
lesed. commenced in College. e being a4 member of a
moking club.
an inclination for drinking, and that among would-bhe gen-
demen, wine and brandy woald bost cool a parched
throat «nd simoke-clogged lungs.  The employment chosen
‘or the support of Davidson, was that of keeping schoo’, and
n which, for most of his thme, till within three years of his
death, he succecded welly giving very general satisfaction,
while his propensities weie unler restiaint.  With the
huoyancy of youth and health, he conrted society, and in
parties where were females, no ene was more blithe than
he. Daring most of a year, the academy in Frankland
was considered a rising instiration, and bade fair to he one
of the first in the State; for so pleasant and good an
mstructor had not before been init.  Parents and punils
were delighted, and tie trustees flattered themselves that
their town would now be distingnished for its literary
advantages. A second year commenced under favorable
auspices, but alas ! hope was soon nipped in the bud.  The
pupils began to discover a crookedness of speech on the
patt of their instructor, and as if his tongue strove to break
away froin some fetter, while his walk across the floor, at
times indicated a weakness in his joints. « These matters
were fold of at home, by the children, and amazement and
grief were felt by all the respectable portion ef the commu-
nity.  Still my fiiend was admitted nto the parties com-
posed of the higher circles, as a laughter-loving and
laughter-making companion. His cloves were dealt out
with an unsparing hand, and all were pressed o take; his
own breath was invariably heated. The question wassoon
mooted, ¢ For what in the world does Mr. Davidson eat so
many cioves??  The only answer that could be given,
was, they helped to cover his brandy-breath. At his
morning cxercise, which was very early, and designed to
wet an appetite, he was a few times discovercd 4o go behind
2 harn, or under a fence, and draw refreshment from a
bottle. At the end of the term, he was dismissed from bhis
employment in Frankland. Almost immediately, however,
he opened a school in his native city, which would have
afforded him ample suppoit; but his besetting sin followed
him, and in a few weeks, he suddenly left his school, took
passage in & stage, and was carried to Frahkland. His
stage-fare was paid by his fellow passengers, as he lay
prostrate in the ferry-hoat. A sixpence which he boirswed
of the landlady at the Inn, as an excuse, to maks a little
chinge, was never retwined, it having passed his mouth
in the form of liquor, at some dram-shop. At this time, 1
resided at home, with my parents and sisters: we wers at
tua, when a violent rapping was made at the onter door 3’ it
was opened, and some person with a heavy tread was
nshered into an opposite apartment, and word brought that
Mr. D. wished to sce me. Not suspecting his circum-
stances, T sprang to welcome him, and urge him to the
tea-table 5 but he conld neither eat nor drink ; lus appetite
had fled 5 he appeared in an awful case.  After leaving the
table, which he did with cffert, he asked me to accom-
pany him, in ealling upon the ladies. T declined, but
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advised that he shonld walk cut, in the hepe that exercise
i the open air would tend to dissipate the fumes upon his
brain,  When 1 came home, at the close of the evening, he
was seated by the fire dosy and stupid.  After assisting
him to bed, and as § was lewving the room, he cried, « O,
do give me some c¢ider” 1 offered him water, which he
declined, and I left him. The family retired, hoping for
rest, yet anticipating tiouble.  Atabout one or two o’clock,
my father was roused by the approach of Davidson from
below, erving in agany, «O! give me some rum, for
I am barninz to dgpth. ¢ Younr man, I have none for
youw.” ¢ Swme gin, then 3 some brandy, for 1 am buming
to death.”” <« shall give you neither.”> ¢« Some wine,
then—some cider, just to aill this buruing n my throat—
hav’nt you cver <o little yum to guench this burning 7°?
¢ Young man, you have aleady had cnough, and this it is
that creates your burning.>> ¢« On my word, Sir, I have
had but a small part of a glass since yesterday morning.””
¢ ‘Lhat, then, is cnough, 1 will give yousome molasses ana
water.”” ¢ 0, welly oir, wny thing to kill thjs burning.*”
The tumbler of molasses and water was handed to him, of
which, however, he took but a swallow, and conciuded he
wouid waik out upon the green; be opened the door and
departed, while my father azain retived to bed. At about
thiec o clock Davidson re-cntered the house, snd found his
way to the atiic. Finding one door fastened, the room
occupied by females, but supposing me to be in, he knocked,
kicked, and groaned, while beggine admission, pleading the
agony of the fire, which consumed him. The cffort at this
door, being vain, he burst into my chamber, crying, <« O !
give me some rum, some brandy, some gin. I am dying,
T am buming o death.”  Felling him [ should give him
neither, and advising him to go to bed, he cried, < O, some
wine, some cider fitst, for I am dyme.>? I saw no way to
be rid of him, but by feigning myself asleep. He bad
seated himsell vpon a trunk, and soon, & gagging and
retchinz teok place, followed by a vomiting, such as 1}
believe is rarely witnessca; the floor near and for a dis-
tance around my bed was covered with the most offensive
matter—a stranve mingled fume of all the liquors he had
cailed for.  As daylight advanced he left my chamnber and
the house. I reached my clothes to me and dressed me on
my bed, having no standing place upon the floor. Glan-
cing my cyes out at the window, 1 saw Davidsen an his
way {o a neishbor’s; and in descending the hilly the
steepest part, he feil and evidently ploughed the ground
for some distance. Within :n hour after he enteied the
neighbor’s door, { followed to make inquiries. The young
manof the house wax in the garden, and stated that D*sqap 2t
the outer door roused him from his alecp and his hed.
opening the door for him, he was startled with the ay for
rum. <0, I am burning to death.” Ignorant of D.%s
situation, a wine-glass of ruin vas given him by my infor-
mant, who then advised him to go to his chamber and to
hed ; he declined Jying down, but being still, the neigh-
bour got into bed and fell aslecp and continued so, till
he was again awakened by the shntting -l .the ouler
door of the house. Duvidson was missing. O going
below my informant found the boitle emplicad ef iz
contents to the value of haif a pint.  After intelligence
assured we that the keepers £f 4 or 5 dram shops farnished
him with = apicee, ena ail belere bieakfast  Poor
Pavideay? wald Binve bat syl romin in Lis ctoraach for

2

Oun -



