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were, to wait, At length we suceeeded in pro-
curing the requisite number of camels for the
goods, and of donlkeys for oursclves Lo ride on,
and left Jafta about three, r. a1, October 23rd.
Our road lny across the south part of the phin
of Sharon. We saw no roses there, and indeed
scarce any vegetation, for the carly rains had
not yet commenced. ‘The plain, however, pre-
sented the appearance of having yielded good
crops in their season.  On our lett, us we were
crossing the pluin, lay the village ot Lydda, now
called Lydd, where Encas was heuled, and
where Peter preached the gospel, Acts ix, 92,
ete.  After riding four hours, about two thirds
across the plain, we came to Ramla, the ancient
Arimathea. Iere we were hospitably received
and lodged for the night by an Arab gentleman
who has the appointment of consul for the
United States, but who cannot speak English,
or any other Europcan language. Indeed 1
was told there was not an individus) in the
place who could. We had in our company a
Greek who spoke Arabic, and through him, to-
gether with the occasional use of a few words
of Turkish and Arabic, we made ourselves un-
derstood, at least, for the most necessary pur-
poses. The consul is an aged man and keeps
up the old customs of his country. The fe-
males of the house, for example, occupy dit-
ferent apartments frem the men, and we saw
nothing of them, -

24. In the morning we rose early and pur-
sued our way. After about two hours we
entered the mountains, which we found not less
dry and barren than the plains, having no ver-
dure, except that of a few olive trees hereand
there, which are seen all the year round.
Under one of these we sat down at noon and
partook of some food, which the consul had
kindly provided us. We came to no village on
dur way, until withinabout eight milcs of Jeru-
salem, where lics the village of Abr Goosh, the
robber, formerly such a terror to travellers.
He is now in favor with government, lives in
Jerusalem, and has even a pension for some
military services. The region of his former
depredetions is considered as safe as any other
part of Palestine.

The last part of our way was over a very
rough and rocky district. We ascended heavily
all the way. Jerusalem itself is on high ground,
the roads to it ascending a good deal {rom every
direction. Hence the phrase “guing up to
Jerusalem’’ was applicable to journeys from alt
partsof the country. We hastened to réach
the city before sunset (for at that hour all the
gates are cloged) and were happy about five
o'clock to find ourselves at the house of our
brother missionary, Mr. Lanneau, . .

I could'not at first realize that I was actoally
in the Holy City. The approach on the north-
west side is very unpromising. The inclina-
tion of the ground on which the city is built
being newrly in the opposite direction, one ob-
tains but a very imperfect view of it coming

from Jafti.  The grey walls, and the low
stone housecs, surmounted by domes of the
same materiul, give to the whole place a very
gombre appearance at first,  After a few doys,
however, spent by the traveller in visiting the
deeply interesting loculities in the neighbor-
hood, he begins to group them together in their
relations to cach other, and to the Holy City,
und ut length feels with much satisfaction that
heis indeed in Jerusalen; that he is treading
again the sume soil which was trodden ages
ago by prophets and apostles, and by the Lord
of Glory himselt when veiled in humanity.
Such were my own feclings,

Ride around the City—Various Objects de-
seribed,

On the third day after my arrival, in com-
pany with DMr. Nicolayson and some other
{riciids, I rode round the city and visited most of
the spots of peculiar interest in the environs.
We went out by the Bethickem gate, on the
southwest side, from which we entered imme-
diately the valley of Gilion. Proceeding south-
wardly, and descending between the dry bed of
the Gihon on our right, and the steep declivity
of Mount Zion on our left, in about ten minutes
we came to the lower pool.of Gilon, an im-
mense cistern, the right and left banks of which
are irrcgularly hollowed out of the native rock
of the two hills; and the northern and southern
extremities are formed by walls across the bed
of the winter torrent. The southern and lower
one is very thick and strong, and I should think
it forty or fifty feet in height in the middle.
Thence, procceding in a southeasterly direc-
tion about a mile, we came to the place where
this torrent joins that of the Kedron. These
both have the appearance of being the beds of
large torrents. In fact, however, they are en-
tirely dry at present: and are said by our friends
who reside bere, to be so always, except during
and immediately after rains. Directly in the
bed of the united torrents, just below their
junetion, is a perennial fountain of good water,
called the fountain of Nehemiah. Perhaps it
was discc vered or opened by that pious and pa-
triotic governor of the restored exiles. The
Mohammedans, however, call it the well of Job,
(Beer Ayoob,) and have a tradition that that
patriarch was cured of all his maladies by bath-
ing in its waters. From this place we followed
up the bed of the Kedron, which lies along-the
eastern side of Jerusalem. At the distance of
three or four hundred yards we came to the
pool of Siloam. The village of Siloam is on
the east bank of the Kedron, but the pool is on
the west side, toward the city, Its waters still
flow in considerable abundancey and fertilize the
grounds around it. We tasted the water and
found it drinkable but brackish.

Continuing along the bed of the Kedron about
half a mile further, we came to some ancient
tombs or monuments, situated on its left bank,
the most interesting of which to me, as it was
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