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which lie was a inber, bore no proportion to the
bond wieh unites Chiristians of cvery naisse in the
fellowshiip of .ne Lord, cine faillb, one baptisai, one
Goti andi Father of aIl."

Aithougli it was impossible tita n mmnd like lus
could bc indiffièrene tO nnytliing tliat concerned the
vell.heing of bis country, lie îook no public sharo in
party politics. Tîae L linti decided views on ait the
important questions that divided the political world
uluring the cvcntful period in whicli lic livcd, is cor-
tainly truc; andI that iii private, tir on any occasion
in which luis duty ns a iiieniber of ccclesiristical courts
caUled for tise expression of ]Lis opinion, lic wvas rcady
to express that opinion frnly andi fcarlessly, is equal-
iy true: but te Lis lionor, ie is te be reconlcti, that
vith a mmnd pcculiarly awalce te wvhatever involvcd,
thc intercsts or Ose faine of Lis country, anid with
talents tlîat pcculinrly fitcd hii for nîaintaiiiing the
first place in ail discussions of a public aîîd cxcieing
nature, so streng wvas ]Lis scnsce of le s.-credsicss of tlic
siinisterial chai-acter, andi se ready was lie to sink ail
inferior or individual considcratioîîs lis a regard to
flic solenmn intereSts tliat %vcre suspiaidcd oit his relation
Io lis dlock, tlîat le unicurtnily stooti aloof froit scenes
,of political contention, ani bequeathecti, iii Lis exaîni-
pie, un instructive illustration of the power of rcligious
principle in enforcing self.dcnialI, as te tliigs in tileicm
selves lawvful, bit whlich in certain circwinstanccs iy
not Leexpedicuît.

In addition te tue interest wliiclî lie fele andi siiir.î
fested in whatever %vas connecteti witli ]lis duty ns a
issinister, lie teck %spont Lîni a large sliare of tiut itn-
agenient, of tue city cliarities and of tliose public iii-
stitutions wiich have fur tiuir abjecete fialleviation of
thec temporal wants or of thc spiritivil iniserics cf oaisn-
kind. 1-o was ever rendy at the eall of tia public,
citlicr te aet as a dîrector cf is varions sociceles, or
to pleadi dicir calme froea i te pulpit. Andi tluis ces-
opertion on ]lis part witli ail tlîat wzis benevolent andt
useful, vas reiticreti vitli a cordilîiey and a clicerfial-
ncssI ilint put thec idca of obligation out cf sigit, .tt
inviteti new nud incrcasin;- demianits on lus Icisure andi
attention.

Fron the commîiencenment cf tue Britishu ni r4r-
ciga Bible Socicty, lic enicr-cd %varrnly liet its vicvs.
WVith tic great body cf tue Chîristian Iublic, lia re-
gardeti its inîstitution as rn cma in tlîc listory of tîze
cliorcli cf Christ; lie saw iii it al înigluîy instrument
cf cnIllghteneti î)il.Iiîtliroply; auJ lic liaileti it as a
prestige cf tilt itredicieti glory cf %ue laiter days.-
Wluen it vas siu;i;for existence against tia cal.
mnies.atidaticits of iiuisîal<ent antid arw-nidu

=cal lic fluglit lt-s baîtles: and tvitli jusice lie was
csecmeti one of its wnnest fricntis anti ablest atdva-
entes Unlia-ppily, lîowcver, wliciî var liat ceaseti
withou th de clcincsnîs ofa~ more fatal convulsion bc,-,n
to gatlier anti te show tltcmsce witltin. Tu tlieas-
tonialimeit of tht confiling fritnels of tilt instiutiion,

it ivas deinitratul, beyond thec possibility cf dispute,
tîjat ttmlaccording to thme lcitding pritîciple of the
Society, tîme Biible, ithîlout iiote or coii.ment, vas the
oîîly boa], wiicu is directors were enîpowered te cir-
eul:ute, its fiuîms were appliet te rinting anti cir-
culation cf a ible îinl<iown te tie protestants of tiis
eoîiiîry-n Bible iii wliicli tdie writings knowit lîy thc
niaisse of Iltlîe Apocryplizx," were iniixeti up, anti put
on a level wiîli tiiose IlScriîîturcs wliicli arc given by
inispiration of Goti." Ie is rot lte tîucli te sa>', tlînt
tuie tbscoecry camee upoii tle Chiristiani public wiîlî the
force of n tliuiiiderbolt. AIli coniudenice in utien, or iii
die iost solenin protestationîs andi professionîs, seenîcti
te Le ne an end ; and the firse inmpulse, oit île part cf
ail wlio gave Ose stilCect ain îîîbiassed consideration,
%vas te denianit not oîîly tint, tîterc aliulti Lc an insme-
dinto retura te tlle uuriiiiary priiiciple of tîte Society',
but dîne its mnagement alieutId ne longer be coxanitet
te incii wvLo liatl 3liown tlîeiselves incapable cf heing
botiid b>' %vIme appeareti thie strongese obligations cf
Cluristiani priiciplc aiid mioral feeling. Here it hati
been %vell, if llrst inipiesbieas hll been consules!!. Ta
nieany cf tke frientis of tise institutionî, liowcvcr, the
E le Sucitty hall been se long ideîiîifteti wiîlî the Bi-
le wlicli u professcd te circulatc, ilînt the idea cf
aLandoîuisi, ut, sceniet funuglite tt î inzart te Lest
uttercsts and îinp.-s cf Cliristiini>'. «%Vlien, iluere-
forci itie directors cf the Society, iiîsteid cf listeaiui;
te tlîe rcnionstrnces iliat trere -.idresset te tlîem froin
aIl quai-tors, andl espccia.lly f(min tilt frictidts cf tlie Se.
ciety in Edinliîr.-li, ttteniptedi te justify tueur ceaduct,
oi tlie pretext cf nu tllcget ilsbiguit>' ini the ternis la
wliicli tic abject of ste institution tras cxpreased, andi
ee on tlue grouinî of cxpetliey, nian>' cf those
witli wlions Dr. Th;omson hlt previously associateti,
%viti:drew tueuir tesiinîoîîy agait the prcccdings in
questionu, exp)resced satisfaction wiîlu certain luutîf
mnasures te whlicli tile direciors lieti id licinscîves for
sise future, aud intinînteul an carnest ainxiety that ail
fa.rlicr illusion ta tlîc pase sliould bc dropped. To
tlie auident nîiiid cf Dr. Thoamson, such a course,

lituron thue part cf tîte directors in Lontden, or cf
tlieur firienius iii Ldiaburgli, scieuneil othing short cf a
tlcrelictuon cf tuo fi-si thty tvlsich mians owcs ta the

rctsBei'îg wlie, iii ziving uis a rcvclatioa of Lis
will, lins citrusteti us .villa a talent wlii ire can nev-
ci- do cr.otigl te guarrl front iiiJury, anti te preserve

uiîaujlclandi catie as ià renclcul us r<is lus luands.
Wuîi ]lis cli.-racteristic cui-rg>, lie ctilisîcti liielf on
site suIe of trime lie conecivcul, anti ri.-litly conceived,
ta Ime thec causa Loth cf Ccd andi nian;i andi .ummon-
la; tlie resoutrces cf lus pewerftil mind te tue task, bc
detel muati> c£ the tîcys ant iniglits cf tlt latter
ycars of Ilu% lîfe ln fuonctiii; tlge iijud.-in. adlha-
ceins cf tic Ii.îsls.ttîd Foreiga Bible Society, ilîrcugli
dlue aitaize cf iîîisrep)rcien:tiqin anti solilsistry, int
wlsicli tlicir sl:ot-au;litcul plic> or obsequious predi.
k1ciuo:is lunul 1ulungcd tuaui I la lis lalpor, woriay cf
ïa iiiiiiul dotledtî, in the faic of goutd report andi of bai
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