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up some years ago. The antount now nvailable
from that source is $9,500, the total sum of
$18,000 being required for Church and site.
Mr. Caie has raised by subscription about
$4,000, and the proceeds of a bazaar amounted
to $2,000. 1t js intended %0 have the Church,
if possible, opened free of debt, the population
including a large number of poor.

Burist  owvusia.—The following letters
have been received by the Rev. Mr. McDonnell,

Fergus, in answer to cnquiries regarding the |

state of the Church in British Columbia. We
have no doubt they will be read with interest.

St. Andrew’s Church, Victoria,
British Columbia 30th. April 1867.
Rev. AND Dear Sin.—Your letter of the 19th.
February aas been received by the Rev. Mr.
Sommerville, and he has handed it to me, as

Secretary of the Church, to answer, he Limself .

being unable, on account of other pressing busi- |

ness, to reply by this mail.

I would tberefore offer to you on behalf of !

the members and adherents of the Cimrch of
Scotland in this colony our thanks for the inter-
est evinced by you in the progress of the
Church bere.

It is a matter of regret that your executive
Committee did not carry out the resolution of
vour Syaod of 1862 to establish a mission, as
since then no such favourable opportunity bas
occurred. At that time, as you arc no doubt
aware, there was a great immigration hither
and many Scotch families of good social stand-
ing, on arrival, joined the Cburch of England
from the simple reason that there was no Scotch
church. If the Church of Scotland in 1862 had
built a place of worship it would now have beld

itis, our congregation is equal 1o any other
here, potwithstanding that many influential
members have been lost to us through the
apparent apathy and indecision of the Church.
Io 1863 the Church sent a missionary here, and
in 1864 the General Assembly authorised the
best endeavours ‘ by special subscriptions to
promote the building of a Church at Victoria ™
hut Mr. Sommerville receiving a call (through
the Colonial Committee) from the First Presby-
terian Church, and accepting the same, checked
1hose efforts. Now, however, that the Church
bas again undertaken the mission, the deliver-
ance of the General Assembly above quoted is
10 be pur in force, and I am of the opinion that
your Synod should do the same and act upon
their resolution of 1862.

I am glad to see that you look upon this as
a suitable mission field for the Synod of Cana-
ds, and if; as is earnestly hoped by the people
here gencrally, we be admitted cre long into
tbe Confederation, it will then Le doubly the
province of the Church in Canada to make this
a field for missionary operations.

As you remark, one minister is quite inade-
quate to the task of properly representing the
Charch in this colony, for besides New West-
minster and Cariboo which you nam , there are
Corvichan and Comox, risit.o agrizultural set-
tements,and Narra.mo, a mining village of over
500 iphabitants. A grealnroportion of our colon-
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ists are Scotch, and many of them have lived in
Carada, and the Eastern Provinces, The Epis-
copalians bave missionar;es in nearly all those
places I have mentioned. The Church of Eng-
land and the Church of Rome have both aca-
demic Institutions here, and it should certainly
be the aim of the Church of Scotland to have
something of the same kind. At present we
have no public School System, and the youth of
the colony are in a weasure dependent on those
two bodies for their education.

I will not say more but leave it to Mr.
Sommerville more fully and definitely to answer
your esteeised letter.

I remain, Res. and dear Sir,
Your faithful Servant,
Jaues Buas.

Victoria; British Columbia.
23th April, 1867,
Rev. &vp Dear Sm.—1I am in receint of your
note of February 19th, and the delay of the
steamer over night has unexpectedly given me
the opportunity of shortly answering it by thiz
mail. I have received much encouragement by
its arrival. It cnables me to realise that the
eyes of the Church are upor the work in this

, Place, and that baving taken a clear and well

defined position for the Church of Scotland in
this colony, I will not be left single handed and
solitary to fight the battle.

You mention that the Synod of Canada atits
meeting in 1862 agreed to enter upon the work
here, but that the proposal was not carried out,
Is it not strange that the General Assembly in
Scotland, in May, 1864, passed an act o raise
special funds for the building of a church in
Victoria, and that through causes accidental,
italso has not been taken advantage of till the

. Fresent.  Ie my opinion, the Synod of Canada
by far the largest congregation in this city. As ' '

could not do better, than just what the Colonial

. Committee have determined to do—=fall back

! upou its old resolution.

The Church at home
was led away from its purpose by representa-

. tions from what was called the First Presby-

terian Church ia this place, and much time hasg
been lost. The colony was then in a high
state of prosperity, and any efforts made,
would have been enthusiastically supplemented
by the colonists. The colony is now depressed,
and cothusiasm bas been allowed to cool if
not repelled by partial neglect. 1 believe the
tide of adversity has now turned, and it is not
too late if a strong effort be made. The
Colonial Committec have appointed another
missionary, who is now, I believe, on the way
out. For some months he takes my piace in
Victoria, whilst I itinerate to make myselfl
better acquainted with the field. At present I
am of opinion that he will assist me in Vie-
toria and preach at Craigflower a district near
this, and, where if a Church were built, the
Presbyterisns in Her Majesty’s Fleet, stationed
at Fsquimalt would also attend.

QOn this Isiand there are two other settle-
ments, where the Presbyterians ardently desire
and arc willing partially to support a minsster.,
Fird. Corvichan—a large and fertile agricul-
tural district about thirty miles from Victoria,
rapidly increasing in population. We ought to
have a minister here. If 2 Chureh were ereeted
at Maple Bay, there are thirty families within,



