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ment,from God into hel), can bhardly be rendered
so vivid as to produce more thun an ¢vanescert
fear and a motnentary restraint. Yet the cause
of this grievous and perilous incunsistency does
not lie deep; it is on the very surface. The care-
less, unawakened sinner is unmoved with the
sense of his danger, because he is spiritually
asleep. Immersed in the things of this life,and
usable, from the carnality of his mind, to com-
prehiend the things of the Spirit of God, he can-
not be permanently or savingly impressed by
them. For, whatever may be the professed
belief uf an unawakened sinner; with whatever |
fluency he way discourse on the articles of his
creed,—they never come reaily and distincily
snto cortact with lus mind ; they are never in-
terwoven with his habitual associations and
prevailing affections: the things that are seen
absord him wholly. He may be fitly compared
1o a personin & room engaged and pleased with
the objects within, but furgetful of the scene
without; and if, for a moment, he iiews it
through the window aund admires it, ke is im-
mediately attracted by the nearer objects and
becomes as indifferent to the vut-duor realities,
grander and more glorious though they Lr, as |
if they had no existence.  Thus, present things ¢
are all in all to the unawakened sinner: and
ihough he may know something of the objects
in the world of faith from the hasty glances
iaken of them, they are, to him, immersed in
the pursuit and enjovment of things visible, ag |
the merest shadows and nonentities.  In refer- !
ence to things invisible and cternanl he isasleep.
Xow it is an abserved fact respecting every
organ and faculty of man that when itis oot .
exercised it suffers enfechblement, decay, and cven
o¥literation.  Were a limbh not cxercised, it
would soon shrink and become pewerless. Were
tie eve not exercised, the power of vision would
soon be weakened, if not destroyed.  So also
with the facultics of the soul. whether moral or
intcllectual. They become enfecbied or vigorous
agzcording 25 they are cultivated. And what
is man with his religicus and moral potwers un-
caltivated ? 2 man with a slumbering, dead
congcience? a wan whe cannot or wiil not dis-
cern between right and wrong in conduct ; who
tchelds good and evii with eyual indifference;
who has not within him any power restraining
‘rom sin or impelling to rightcousness! And
tuis happening to him through his own fauit!
Does not such a one merit the heaviest condem-
nation for penmitting conscience, the noblest
faculty of his nature, o dic exl of kim? .ind
the same may be &aid of cvery spiritual
affection by which we are qualified to call
spon God. These affections, for want of ¢
sulture and excercise, may sink into slumbering
.nconsciousness or cven be ulterly extinguish-
c¢d. How many there are to whom this has
happened : men without God in the world.
men who could not iruly call upon the name
of God were heaven offered in reward for the
deed @ men, who perhaps, never once in their
hfeume vividly Jelt  that they owed any
homage or obedicnce to the Creator! If it be
assumed that the chicf cnd of man is to glorify
God, how comes it that such Iabour under a
defect of nature which disqualifies them o,
£a16] that end ?  Hecause conscience is asleep .
the prous aferiions have sever beenawakened,
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their powers have never been exercised in the
contemplation or worship of God; they have
sunk into & state in which they ceased to be
what God formed them to be. Their conrec.
tion with the Creator is destroyed in one of itg
noblest iiuks, that of a humble, habitual, grate.
ful dependence upon him, for life and breath
and 2!l things. The man then, who spends a
day without calling upon God frils on that
day to answer the purpose for which his
Creator formed him. If weeks be added to
days, and years to wecks, how much must thig
individual's guilt be aggravated? What grea:
difference will an angel see between the more
polished sinner who refuses to call upon God
amidst the luxurious refiements of 2 palace, anqd
he who is guilty of the same crime in the mire
of the streets or in the sbominations of the
hovel ? Something different these objects are
in their external appearance. Theone is sinin
brocade ; it may bide its grossness, but cannot
destroy its venom: the other is sin in rags,
rendering it more conspicuons and offensive
only to the eve of man. But sinners of every

. degree are identical in their godless nature:

and they will be identical in their mournf
destiny.

The Belieber's Plea.

Christ died for oursins.— 1 (wr xv, 5

Enough! My Lord has dicd—
Has shed His blood for me;

My fears and doubts are laid aside, _
I seek no other plea.

Justice! I see thee rise—
Stera Justice! here am I;

1 calmly view thine awful eves,
Nor dread thy coming nigh. -

? e

What would’st thou have of me ?
Speak ! It is true, I koow,

That once a debt 1 owed to ther,
Jut now no longer owe.

ichold ! I'm not alene,
The Surcty at my side

I« standing. God is now at onc
With me ; for Jesns died.

Rememberest thou that day,
Thy sword was bathed in blood,

While for the sins of men He sy
Beneath thy angry rod.

Would'st thou again demand
A price already paid ?

In Christ my Lord, complete, I stand,
When in thy balance weighed.

We meet in friendship now :
No longer st thy fecet,

A trembling culprit, low I bow,
Thy dreadful stroke to mect.

For Christ my Lord has dicd—
Has borne the curse for me;
My every doubt is satisfied,

1 seek no otder plea. C.1.C.



