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him, will naturally be desirous of avalidy Mhnset
ot the opportunity afforded by a mechanics’ ot litor
ary institution for ebtaning the knowledge ang in-
formation of which he may smnd inneed in order
to bo cnabled' to fulfil the dutics of his professjon
with credit and profit to himself aud satisfaction to
his employer. .

Professedly, th:se institutions are foynded on the
most libera) pringiples; but what does the young
Catholic find them to Le ia practice? He very
soon discovers that their liberality is of a very lop-
sided kind., The * guiding spirits,” generally
spenkjng’, ar¢ men whose minds are ilpbued‘ with
gross anti-Cathotic prejudices ; who entertain the
utmost contempt for Catholic principles gnd usages,
who speak with scorn of the Uatholic writivgs and
practices of the middle ages,and who are continu-
ally instit¥ting the inost invidious comparisons
between those ** dark ages” and the present times
when the full blaze of :intellectual light isso gene-
rally diffused amongst the people. (Though un-
fortunately, the testimony of Sheriff Alison before
a committee of tho House of Commons is some-
what contradictory to the latter theory. Speakiilg
of the City of Glasgoiv, the birth-place of mecha-
nics’ institutions—for it was here that Dr. Bi?{beck
laid their first foundation——he says. & I am sufe that
there are eighity thousand peoplein Glasgow. who
are just as compldtel¥ heathchs to all intenis and
put poses as the Hottentots of Afiica ;" and *that
there are ten thotisand imen in Glasgow Wwho get
drunk on Satirday night ; “who are drunk all Sun-
day, and aite iri a'state of intoxicatioh, or  half-in-
toxication all Monday, and go to work on Tuesday.’
Is not this appalling spectacle of mental and moral
¢ >gradation, witressed inthe nincteenth century in
a city of ¢ moratreligibus, and intellectual Scotland,’
totally unparalleled in the history of the “dark

ages ;" the profound investigations of Scoteh phi¥

losophical historians notwitbs.anding.) The lec-
turers engaged to enlighten and instruct the mem-
bers are often mere literary charlataiis; who,
with unblushing impudence disenss and profess to
fathom the deeply teligious motivesof the writers
and other eminent meun of Catholic timeg, and ig-
norantly compare a mean and unpringipltd states-
man, as was Bacon ;’a cruel, bloodrthirsty, and
biguited usurper, like Cromwell ; or an intolerant
fanatic, such p's"-’Wé_sl'e;‘f,’tb"a’Sﬁ‘."L.;g;iis,, a St. An-
selin, a St. Bernard; or a'St. Franais. ,And whilst
the former are éilogisdd antd héld'tip 16 admiration
as sages, heroes, and “z2posiles, ‘the latfer age stig-
matised as jignorant and ,§11}),e1{sfji'tjqf)a, devotoes or
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raad-braiied enthusiasts.  Such is a sample Qf:_!he
opinions pramulgated and tlie aentalaliment offer-
ed to the yoiumg -Catholic in 'thesa jnstitutions.
Their libraries, too, abound in, works of a.mast ob-
jectionable cliaiacter both as té faith and morals;
and history, as yé’l?hﬁve truly obgerved, a branch
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of kndwitdge of peculiay importance to Catholics
has Beeome in the hands'of most ef their populor
writers: for the last three ceniuries, “ ono huge lie!”
as a corapetent authority has so truthfully express-
ed it. In acollection of ten or twelve thousand
volumes, which some of them possess, not more
than half-a-dozen ora dozen Cathclic authors are
to be fotnd. No branch of literature or department
of science can escape the virulent bigotry ot their
wiiters. And an cssay on logic, a treatise on prac—
tical mechanics, or a description of & work of art,
equally become in the haunds of their ingenious au-
thor a text-hook against ** Popery,’,

The eonsequence’is that the young and unsus-
pecting Catholic aspirant after knoivledge is delud-
ed by their specious fullacics ; and confiding in
their osteutatious, though bastard liberality, hLe is
induead to place credit in the oft repeated and to
him, plausiblo statdments that are made to the dis-
credit of the Catholic religion, and he discovers
perhaps too late, that his religtous principles have
been vadermined, und thathis faith has been des-
troyed ; in fact, that “asking for bread they had
given him a stone ; and when he hgd sought for a
fish, they had reached him a serpent.”

That this is no grouudless imagining, my own
éxpericuce, Al that of others I could point out is
sufficient proof. 1 have known not a few Catholic
young men of the working class who were at one
time remarkable for their strict attention to their
religious duties; who regularly approached the
sacrameuts, and afforded an _edifying example to
their friends and companions by their devout and
regular deportment, but who, alas ! on becoming
connected with pseudo-literary institutions, and
forming intimacies with the frequenters of such
societies, have fallen ” >m their high estate and
have ?come a source of thquigtude to their fami-
lies, ol regretand sorrow to their pastors, and a scan-
dal to their brethren’in the Faith. Instead of at-
tending the scrvices of the Church and the sa-
crameuts, and promoting the advance of religion
and goud of their fellnw-creatures, they become
frequenters of the debatiug class of the tavern,
wasting their taleuts in forwarding obj cts of ques-
tionwble ifgat of injurious tendency, and instead of
good Chuistiaus and useful ¢itizens, they have de-
ganerated inko wrangling word-splitters or pot-house
politicians. . ¢
_ Isit,-then, surprising that mechanics’ institutions
have been in il] repuggwith Tiany learned and ex-
cellent persons, whose’ suspi¢ieps and distrust of
their reputed advantages have heen fully justified
on beholding such deplorable results as [ have en-
deavored 13" goscribe. ;Of theiv beneficial effects

wheii founded on-sound Spihalic principles, and un-
der the pa@onage ordiredtion of thaClergy, no rea-

sonable doubt'can be entertained ;" and of this fact
you have:given at least ong instance, on the most,




