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TRADE NOTES.

HIE Dexter Folder Co. have recently put one of ther late
wnproved double sixteen pont feed book folding wa-
chines into the establishment of Houghton, Mifilin & Co.,,

Cambndgeport, Mass. It 1s well known that this firm, when
supplying their needs 1 the way of folding machinery, imvari
ably place their order for the very bust, and this fact should do
much to establish the claim made Ly the Deater Co. of the
supenority of their folding machines. “This order was the result
of the favorable impression made by a personal investigation of
the Dexter Folding Mactines while on exhibition at the Massa-
chusetts Charitable Mechanical Association, held at Boston
recently. ‘The Dexter Folder was awarded a silver medal, that
being the highest award for folding machinery. We are in-
formed that this company report that in spite of the dull times
they have been able to keep the shop running to almost full
capacity. In fact, that in the way of special book folding ma
chinery, there has never been a time when they could keep up
with their orders, and on Scpt. 15t they had over $12,000 worth
of machinery under way that was ordered. “T'his is largely owing
to the fact that on account of recent valuable improvements,
this company arc supplying a line of machines that cannot be
obtained frum any other house. The Dexier Co. will be glad
to send their new catalogue to any one wishing it.  ‘This cata-
logue is generally admitted to be the finest piece of work, from
an artistic standpuint, ever issued by any manufacturer of print
ing machinery.

Bunti, Gillies & Co., Hamilton, have issued a price list of
wedding  stationery, annountement folders and  cards, pro-
grammes, menus, ete. The Jine is a fine one, and samples
should be in the hands of every printer. .\ complete sample
book costs fifty cents, which the firm agrees to refund when
orders reach the sum of five dollars.

Mr. James Brown, Canadian manager of the J. L. Morrison
Co., reports busimess picking up, and some good sales ths
month 1 wire and wire stitching machines.

CONCERNING THE FUTURE.

OR years and years many inventive geniuses have planned
and their minds have been kept busy endeavoring to for-
mulate some idea in machinery that would supercede the

old method of typesetting by hand, and many times new inven-
tions have been set forth promising great results, but which ulti-
mately were found to be impracticable and useless.  “T'hose most
concerned, says the American Art Printer, have watched these
spasmodic ¢fforts with no small degree of interest, the more in.
credulous ones believing that no idea would ever come to the
mind of man sufficient to rob the printer of his time-honored
occupation, But as persistency finally receives its reward in
nearly all undertakings, so in regard to composition by ma-
chinery. ‘The fears entertained for years by some printers that
eventually an invention would come to light that would revolu-
tionize the printing business, have assumed realization in some
of the perfected typesetting machines of the present day.

That typesetting machines is a reality is observed in the large
number of printers who have suddenly been cast adrift, and who
are to-day wandering aimlessly about secking work, their seedy
and dejected appearances indicating a hard tussle with fate.  In
view of this condition of affairs the question naturally arises,
what is to Lecome of this surplus of printers.  Whatas to be the
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future of those who have Leen forced out of situations by the
advent of typesetting machines?  Presumably speaking, some
will enter new fields of usefulness, while the majorits will learn
to run machines. it they are given the opportunity.

In this connccuon 1t is painfully observed that in many
oftices where maclunes hase been put into wse, an impenetrable
wall of selfish prowction seems to have been ereeted about the,
excluding the possibitity of any who nught feel so disposed from
gaming an insight into the workings of said machines.  Asked
for a reasonable eaplanation in regard to this condition of things,
those interested selfishly answer that such precaution is neces-
sary for self-protection.  “I'hey argue that a surplus of operators
would jeopardize the chances of those now holding marchine
situations !

Statements of this character are unwarrantable and incon-
sistent with unton princaples. With the introduction of additional
machines will come an wmcrease 1 the demand for operators, and
1t1s behieved that after awhile employment will be had by all who
have mastered the ntricaues of these wonderful imentions.
Thus, when certain members of the univn, who have succeeded
m secuning comfortable berths fur themsehies, endeavor to ea-
clude other members of the same organizatien from a chance of
carning a livelihood in the (uture, umon prnciples become mcre
mockeries.

In contemplating the future and the  pussibilities of type-
setting machines, there is mudh fuod for reflection on the part
of the International “I'ypographical Union.  Its membership is
the foundation upon which it now rests and has rested ever
smce its inception, and any weakening of the same is a menace
1o its enistence. 1o keep that membership intact should be the
constant ambition of this strong and flourishing body. So, if
through sclfishness or any other reasm, some of its members
should strive to prevent others from wequiring knowledge that
will be the means of keeping them in the union, the orgamea
tion should c¢xcrcise some kind of authority to defeat the calcu
lations of those who by their actions demonstrate their disloy
alty to the union’s best interests.

‘The International ‘T'ypographical Union should, by advice
and authority, encourage its members as much as possible in
diffusing the light of typesctting machines, even though it should
become necessary to go to the extent of establishing traming
schools to accomplish such purpose. Now that the practicabulity
of machines has been demonstrated by eaperience, and it is be-
licved has come to stay, it is our duty to assist each other in
sharing a portion of their bencfits.  Teach as many of our mem-
bers as possible the mysteries of the machine, because, as time
progresses, it is a reasonable supposition there will be work
enough for all.

It is not expected that a machine operator will kill himself
from constant toil any more than would a hand compositor.
And though at the present time, owing toa scarcity of operators
and the novelty that comes with the practice of a new idea,
those running machines are applying themselves to their work
with unusual studiousness, it is belicved that after 2 time there
will be the usual demand for substitutes, and 1o meet the
necessity a large number of competent operators will be kept
busy in this capacity.

‘The Endeavor Standard, printed at Vancouver, has just made
its appearance. 1t is printed in the interests of the Christian
Endcavor socictics.
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