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THE CRITIC.

The best way in which a city can dispose of scwago has louy been a
problem. The city of Worcester, Mase., is now making an experiment iu
this direction which is decidedly interesting.  In the river valley below the
city works have been constructed at a cost of about $50,000 for the purifi-
cation of tho sewerage. ‘They cousist of a scries of great opon tapks of
brick, and a mill to grind and mix the chemicils used in crsting down or
precipitating the impuritios.  “The caprcity of the aarhs is abyat nine wmil
lion gallons of sewage daily, which s miuch mere than the present volume
of sewago from that city. The annual cost is expected 1o be abomt $20-
000 a year, but the resuit will be the pmilication of the river <» fiv s the
sewage of that city is concerned.

‘Ihe suggestion has been made that railway passengers should be ebarged
for according to weight, like freight. A short conaidenation of the proposal
is suflicient to convince ore of i3 impracticability. A thin person will
occupy a scat just as completely, if not as fully, as a [st person, since no
ene clse can sit in it when the thin petson is there.  Then the process of
weighing everyone who buys a ticket, and multiplyivyg the weight by the dis-
tance would be rather exhaustive of time and temper on the part of the rail-
way officials, and would have to be considered in the price charged.  Some
people, also, arc touchy as to their avoirdupois, and would rather pay
double fare than have their weight so imuch as alluded to  The present
system has so many advantages over the proposed inuovation that there is
little fear that it will be changed

The Royal Crown of Prussia, which dates from the time of King I'rederic
the First, is lined with velvet, contrary to all heraldic rules. This fact has
led to several discrepancics, especially in matters of art.  The painter,
Professor Hildebrandt, a well-known authority on points of heraldry, some
years ago sketchied a banner for a veteran association, strictly adhering to
tho heraldic rule in drawing the royal crown without a lining. On the
sketch being sent to the Munister of the Interior, the official objected,
insisting upon tho royal crown being lined, but finally yielded to the professor.
Tt may be mentioned that the crown of 1701 can no longer be worn now-a-days.
Tt was fitted at the time to be worn over a long ring, and therefore is far too
large. The Emperor William, on the occasiun of his curonatiun, had a new
crown made for nimself. \When the court jeweller delivered it he requested
the king to try it on, but the monarch declined, saying he could not possibly
<onsent to * try on ' a crown which he was first to place on his head on so
solemn an occasion as a coronation.

Preservaline 15 the name given to a preparation recently invented and
patented m the States for the purpose of keeping milk and cream fresh and
sweet for a week without usmgice.  Our Grany Holwes, published in Bos-
ton, in response 1o inquiries of subscribers, describes Preservaline as © a
white powder, having flattcued hexahedral ceystals, prismic in forin and
terminated by the angular pyramids. It porsesses a sweetish feebly alkaline
taste and an alkaline reaction, di=solving n twelve tuncs 1its weight of buil-
ing water.” The cditor strougly recomme.ds this preparation, declaring
that it is indisputably ail that it claims to be, and that it is not only per
fectly harmless, but has 2lsu the propeity of destroying microscopic ammnl
and vegetable organisms, upon which fermentation and putrefaction depend,
therefore preventng theso processes, and ot arresting them if already com
menced. If Preservaline is really swhat it is rccommended to be, avd we
cannot for 2 moment doubt the testimony of so guud av authority, it woeuld
certainly be a great boon to city housewives.

Women have little canze to be grateful 1o Dr. Dridges, who distinguished
himself at the recent meeting of the New Drunswick Medical Association,
held at Moncton, by reading a paperon ©* Women as Medical Practitioners,”
the apparcot object of which was to make out that woinen are unfit to
undertake any work requiring a grain of common sense.  He quoied
instances to prove that women have no originality or inventive power, and
stated that the structure of a woman’s brain unfits her to a large extent for
man's occupation. He spoke of women’s clinging tendri. natures, sweet
powers of sympathy, and such holy maternal longings, from which he con-
cluded that bature bad intended woman's sphere to be laid out in s directicn
other than that of a public professional life. The proven success of women
n many walks of Iife requiring brawns and a systematic use of them, cught
to be evidence enough to those who would retard her progress, and conse
quently the progress of the whole race, that her * clinging tendril nature,
holy maternsl longings,” cic., arc not very secrious obstacles in the way.
The chief stumbling block in the way of the feminine advance is the short-
sighted obstruction of men like Dr. Bridges and those who concurred with
m. That there is not a crying need for women physicians in Canada is
true, but Canada is not all the world. Ind:a, with its countless Zenemnes,
1s 2 fair ficld for women physicians, and there they wnl not interfere with
the established rights of men as they threaten tu do here.  Many men have
as plentiful a lack of originahty as any women could be possessed of, and
yet they aro able to earn their hiviog aud do their duty to themselves and
their neighbors, and nothing is said about it. Then again, the balance of
power has been so long in the hands of men that in any profession they are
able to conceal their mistakes better than women can.  The latter are the
targots for universal criticism when they undertake to enterany field hereto-
forc considered the cxclusive property of the male sex, and in spite of
everything by which they are handicapped they are making no mean record
in the race for success. It is narrow and iguorant in this age of advance to
try and place obstractions in the way of the 8o called weakersex.  \Whataver
they can do, they should beallowed to do, and 1n order to sec what they can
do they must first have the opportunity given them.

Last year there were published in the United States 942 books of
fiction, and 363 books of theology aud religion. In England in the same
time there wero printed 1,0.40 books of fiction and 630 of theology. Poctry
in the United States reached 171 volumes, and in Fogland 133. In both
countries theological books have fallen off in number from the previous
year and fiction has increased.

T'he thought that Koglish peasauts could ever be so debased as to mur-
der their children in order to secure the insurance on their lives is one
from which we shuink, but that there wust bo much that is wrong in the
present state of affirs is evidenced by the bill introduced in the House of
Lords by the Bishop of Peterborough. The bill has for its objects the
limiticg ot the sum for which the life of a child can b iosured, and to
secure that the mouey shall nat came into the hauds of the pareats. 1t is
disgraceful that such legisiation is needed. I, as secms to be the case,
parents cannot be trusted not to murder their children when their lives are
insured, it would bz better to forbid the insurance by law, but as we under-
stand the Bishop of Peterborough’s bill provides that the money shall be
paid to the conductor of the funeral, it is scarcely probable that parents
will see the advantage of insuring the lives of their children for the benefir
of the undertaker. “Thus the terrible temptation to murder will bz removed
from those unnatural psrents who are willing to sacrifice their owa {lash and
blond far the sake of a few pounds.

The Canadian Preshylerian will find many people to agree with it svhen
it says :—* The sosson for short scrmons has again come around. It stands
to reason that services should not be as long when the mercury is away up
in the sineties as when the weather is moderate. No matter how pivus a
hearer is he cannut keep his attention fixed as long on any subject in hot
weather as at other times. In fact there is no question of piety involved.
‘I'he problem is one of physical endurauce. And apart altogether from the
convenience of the hearer it may do a preacher good to chauge his methuds
a little during the hot season.  Gelting into rats 1s one of the besetting sins
of the pulpit. A stern resolution to lop off and condense for a times may
be just as uscful to the preacher as it is agrecable to the hearer.” It isnot
often that the mercury is up in the nineties with us, but it is often warm
enough to make a long service very exhausting. A short, hearty service,
after whick the congregation will go to their homes in a cheerful and Chris-
tian frame of mind, is surely to be prefeiced to a long barangue which does
hule good beyond trying the virtue of patience to its utmost endurance.

Dr. David D. Toal, of New York, claims to have discovered a remedy
for Lydrophobia. Dr. Toal has been practicing for twenty years, and says
that he has in that tume treated hundreds of cases where people have becn
bitten by rsbid or cross animals, and has never hid a death from hydrophobi
after the remedy had been properly taken. The prescription used by Dr.
Toal is composed of the following ingredicuts : —Iodide of potassium, four
drachms ; tincture of Peruvian bark, two ounc's; simple syrup, four
ources. Yur hydrophobia, cither b:fore or afier the symptoms have
anpeared, the dose in ordinary cases i3 a toaspoonful three times a day after
each meal. This to be continued one week. In caszs where the symptoms
arc somewhat developed a tablespoonful is to be taken.  Saould the patieat
be ia such a condition as not to be able to swallow, the medicine can b2
given by injection, and produces similar resuits. Instead of cauterising
tho wounds from dog bites or other animals Dr. Toal prefers to use a salve
which, he affirmis, acts very powerfully in drawing out the poison, if any has
found its way into the system. The salve is composed as follows :—Extract
of belladoona, one scruple; resin ointment, 13 ounces. This i3 to be
applicd to the wound every four hours during the period that the former
medicine is taken. This sounds much more pleasant than M Pastem’s
operations, and if reports may be credited 1s far more cfticacious.

An English exchange states that Mr. Oito Goldschmidt is going to write
a life of his late wife, Jenny Lind. * The Aumnernican chapters in it should
be amusing,” it says, “ And may serve as a corrective to the tales of Mr.
Phineas Barpum therc anent.  DBut,should Mr. Goldschmidt make known
fully all the influences which caused the retirement of Jenny Lind from the
operatic stage he will satisfy a great and long expectaut curiosity.” It is
scarcely necessary 10 correct the tales of Mr. Barnum if his recent words on
the subject are correctly reported. A reporter asked Mr. Barnum if it was
true, as stated, that Jenny Lind's grave was unmarked and neglected. The
grcat showman rephied that there was not a word of truthin it. * Bless
my soul,” said he, * how do things get into print?” The grave is marked
with a simple cross, and is strewn with frosh flowers every day, and the
most of them aro sent by the Goldschmidt family.”” The following loving
tribute to the Swedish Nightingale necds no comment:—* Ilow could any
onc say that Jenny Lind's grave is ncglected, and how could any ono say
that she died broken-hearted? 1lHer whole life was a song.  Her last days
were spent in singing for indigent clergymen. She was the nost charita-
ble woman cver lived. I could make her cry in two minutes by telling her

a story of puverty, and she always backed her tears with a purse full of -

money. It is a mistake to say that the fame of Jenny Lind rests solely

upon her ahility to sing. She was a woman who would have been adored
if sho had had the voice of a crow. She was guiloless, great hearted, and
her heart beat for the poor. She would have been known aud loved if she
had never sung a note.
tions as showman ] became most attached to her.
to me.
over. Dear Jenny Lind's name will live forever, and that she was not loved

to ber last breath and that her grave is not covered daily with flowers is not

true. Not truc, sir. I hope the contradiction will be ermphatic.”

. Of all the people with whom I have had rela- .
It was in 1850 she cime
I had never scen her until L met her on the vessel that brought her .




