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The Riflo Soason.

P

{Frointhe N, Y. World, Aprit 23)

The riflé season of 1875, which opened
yesterday, promises to he an important ane,
and before its oluse next fall maoy important
results will have been attained. Theré have
been reglmental practice days tlius far, but
no badges hayo been shot for, nqr any of the
fixed prizes compeled for. During some of
the shooting' already done the show has
driven %0 livoly as to practically out off the
yiew of the tavgets. Undersuch conditions,
it Is hardly possible to earry on any outdoor
work; particularly the fine, delicate work of
rifle-shooiing at the long vanges, where an
error of one. onéhundredth of an inch in
elevation or windages wauld spoil ono's
chiauces of suthéas, -

Duting the two years that Creedmoor has
been throwa open and the association con:
trolling tho ground haye been ldbouring to
populaiza rifle pragtice, and imprass upon
the publio the necassity ofmore attention, to
tiie matter, the riflemien’s support has been
meinly deawa fromi the members of'the Na.
tional Guard, gnd & few Tarksmen in' and
sbout the.city of New York, The interest
however, Lihé Ubeti spreading. It was fond
that the Natidnal Guardsinen of other'States
besides New York were almost at thelowdst
obb of inefficiency.ss’ marksmen, and- that
the rifles placed in‘their hands were .value-
Joss and in cases.ofemergency without tar-
get ptactios, Private gentlemen also took
the aubject up as a sport;-and. tests of skill
and range were. established here snd there;
from Msine to Californis. Probablynot less
than one hundred of .thesa -shooting butts
arenow in service. Representatives of these
ranges sppear at. Creedmoor .rendy: drilled
and fit to do good work.  Ther want of this
reservo fuad of riflensen has been 2 serioue
cbstaclé to the committee having the selec-
tion of the international téams. ‘The choloe
has been from too hmited a number of ap-
plicants, Creedmoor should be, as it is
fitting to be; :1the-Wimbledon of Amerioa;
but thers must sl¢o-be scores of mivor tocal
rangea.to do the woik of traiving rifibmen
to give to Creedmoor its national charuoter.

‘The ‘past winter hasdot beeun sn.idle one,
either to msrakmen or guhwakers, The
one class have heen busy studying out-the
theory of correct shoating and ddinyg-a'large
amount of aimisg drill, - - ./ o

The care and-tireless endeavour at acour.
acy new taken in turning out she long range
breech loaders:is remarkable, ‘- In the essan-
tidl parts thoy are as carefullyi made-as fine
'.wh,work‘. . N LIS I T |’ 4

THR t'n‘iimigy;"xb;;'u. MaToR. |

The great: event of: the season of 1876, on
sither side. of the: '‘Atlantis, s the Lrish-
American rifle match on June 29th next:
The interast'both here and in Great Britain
is increasing, and pdople who'weresuppoted
o haye no manuner of cave for rifle shooting
arg watching the chances and the reports

esgerly, Mr. A.T. Stewart who:has already
given $500 for-the use of the team, has pro

mised thatin case the Americans win the
smount will be doubled.  Betide this great
battle the other.matches fall into compara-
tive Insignificance, -though: there are tnany
vory important ones. ‘The match alrsady
decided upon between u.company in the
First Regiment N.G., State of Calif6rnia,
and acrack rifle-compauny in the Twelfth
Regiment in this city witl donbtless be-the
prefugsor of wmany inter-State military
matches,

Among the military organizations of the
First and Secnnd Divicions using the Creed
moor rango regularily many teams ave in
process of formation. Private riflo clubs
are organizing, sl prizes slmost innumer-
able are offerod, ths Kighth Rgiment pos-
scssing ahout.a dozen of thuse incentives to
effort n the feld,

Tug ¢ XANUGKS,"

The Canadian cballenge will give the
American toam a diflicnlt task to accom-
lish, The “Xanucks" .have a mosjrelent
css way of running up a string of bull's
oyes, and aro decidedly ugly antogonists to
meet on, a riflo rane. © The match, 1oo, is
with the Viatoria Biflo Club, tho most selet
in Cauiads, ‘bist the contest is to come off at
Creedimoor, nnd’ that gives a slight adwan-
ta%s to the American side, :

"The badges which have been shot for dur*
ing past sensons, and which _are stjll open
for competjtion, are the Twf Field and Farm
badge, a ahorf rango trophy. to bo won fhres
times. Measrs, O'Kelly,, Wingate, Madison
and Collins having each baen twics success,
fulin gecuring it, a_spirited, qtruﬁﬁe will
take place fo determine who shali-be the,
permancnt possesdar, .

The Scottish American and [rish Amerioan
riflo clubs embrace numbets of both nation:
alities, The Shamrock and Chistle are each
well championed, and some lively bouts are
looked for. ' The Scatch’ Club_have alreéady
a little match to settle with & Scotoh ‘club at
Boston; . )

Of matches yet to be announced, there
protises to bo anabundantsupply, During
‘the summer there will probably  be from’
one half to three quarters of a million shots
fired on the Creedmoor lawn, and the em:
bankment, already estimated as a profitable
lead mine, Will become a veritable big
bonanzs from the quaniity of misdirected
bullets sent into its side.

SELECTION OF THR AMERICAN TRAM,

The first publio yifla match of the season
came off at Creedmoor yesterday. There
was no formality, but the first of the serios’
of competitions to determine who shall con-
sticute the teamand represent this country
at the match in Ireland was-of sufficient im<
portance to bring' down a large number of
speotatora and others interested in- rifle
shooting, The day was such'a oneds would
test the best skill of thd :most expert rifle-
.men, auid-such as is supposed io'pervail

mote or less on 'the Ballymourdt range, near:

Dublin, where the internationnl’ matéh of
1875is to be contested. The wind rosé afid
foll continually, now blowing: the- smoke,
,after a discharge, back.to the rifleman’s face,
.and at_the next shot perhaps sending .it
dowi the rangeé towards the targets. Cross
windscame, ‘and-the several streamers and
.Hags on the range flag poles at times blew
about with a most perplexiug vyariation
When between tv.0 shots it was found ne-
cessary by some ofthe shooters to shift the
wind gauge eight points, corresponding to a
Jateral movement at the target.of thirteen
feet; some iden. may be formed of the char
acter of tho breese under which the riflomen
.worked. ‘The sunshone brightly, especially
before-lunch, when the 800, yards rounds
wagshot, Towards.the closa the darkness

preceding the storm came on suddenly and
hutried matters cansing some misses which
more leisurely work would hivo saved.

Theé result of the day's work, white far
front being a satisfactory cxhibit in the ag-
gregution of thé scores, is valuable in its
plain presentisent of where the wesk point

of‘the American riflemsn lay.

\

Wimhledon Mooting, 1875,

—

The Couunail of tho National Riflo Assocla-
tion has just issued the rogulations for the
ensuing meeting at Wimbledon, which will
commence & week later than has been the
oase hitherto. The councilis so well satisfied
with the experiment of last year in aubstitu.
ting canvas for iron targets, that no change
will bo made in that respact. There will bs
six distances for individual shooting--200,
5§00, 610, 800, 900, 1,000 yards, The sise of
the targots will be, At 200 yards, a cirole of
40 in, diameter; at500and 600 yards, a cir-
olo of 70 in. dismeter on a square {rame; at
£00, 800and 1,000 yards. & ft. by 12ft. ; and at
400 yards, for volley firing, Oft, by 12ft. The
value of hits, excapt in volley firing, will be
—bull's zye, 5; centrs 4; inner, 3; and out-
er, 2, in volley firing—bull's eye, 4; centre,
3; and outer, 2, Respecting thopatron tar.
gots, tho size will be—~200 yards, 40 in. dia.
meter; at 500 yards, 60 in ; at 600 yardws,
70 ; and at 800 yards, 10 ft. by 6 ft. In the
marking several alterations' aromade: A
red diso will be shown on every occasion that
the target iy struck,. or whenever the mark-
ers find it necessary to examineit; but the
showing of this disc will- not necessarily im-
g!y, ‘$hat the shot will - be marked, or that a

it has been made, Ifa shotis not signall-
ed and the officer in charge of the firing
point be satisfied that the shot has struck
the target; he will aignal by telegraph to the
non commissioned officer in the butt to ex.
amine the target. The result of such ex.
amination, as signalled by the non commis-
aioned officer, shall be final. If, on a canvas
target betng raised the spotting disc shoald
manifestly disagree witli'the value given by
the marking disc on the **dummy,’’ the reg-
istor keeper shall stop' the firing at that tar
got, and shsll réport the circumstance to the
officer in charge,who shall forthwith examine
it with a glass, and shall 'be empowered to
correct the ragister, siuch decision to be with-

.out appesl.” In volley and rapid firing, the

marking will be cartied out as follows,
% When the number of hits counted on the
target exceeds the number of shots allowed
iri the competition, thréé marks shall be de-
ducted for every such-hit:in excess of the
number of shots, unless it.be -praved that
sdch hits on the target, in excess of the
number of shots allowed could only have
bean by‘competitors in the ddifad firing more
than. the authorised number of rounds, in
which case that squad shall.be disqualified."
The rifles to be wsed, are classad as follows:
Class, I.--Military ohios
bore; weight not toexceed, without bayonet,
9lb, 120z ; lepgth, maximum, 56 in,, mea.
sured from the muzzle to, the: butt -when
placed on the ground ; pull of trigger, mini.
.mum, 61b.; sights, strictly in aocordance
with ‘tha’ of the Government Snider rifle,
(B) Weight not to exceed, without bayonet,
9lb, 4oz ;. length, from 8 in. to 55 in,, mea.
sured from the muzzle to the butt when
placed on the grouand. Sights: Backsight

“to bo attached to0. the barrel id frort of the

ok. No transverse adjustment ¢xcept a

inged fl1p and a slidiog_bar, to be moved
by band only, without any mechaunical ag-
pliance. ‘The sliding bar (o be with or.with.
out vertical lings0r apertures, and the up-.
per edge straight, or with a V of angle simi.
lar to those of tho ssrvice arms. Foresight
o be the same as that of the Government
Martini Henry, Class IL—MaXinim waight;
101b. ; sights of any description, except tela.

scope, magaifying ; snd pull of trigger,mici- -

mum, 6lb,

)

breechloaders .(A) *577. .



