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(Fram the Broad Arron.)

[CoNTINUED. ]

‘The examination of different oflicers of
tho fleot relativo to thic loss of the Captain,
by the Nuval Court, of which we gave a part
in our last, continued as follows :

Licutenant II. 0. Witnmse, R.N., Her Ma-
jesty's ship Inconstant : I was oflicer of the
tirst watch, on the night of the 6th Septem-
ber, was relieved at seven minutes past mid-
night, and went below at a quarterpast. 1
last saw the Cupfain about ten minutes
past twelve.  The foree of the wind was
from six to eight, with « little cross sea.

By Captdin Hancock: The Loyd Werden
and tho Ceptain only wero in sight from the
Inconstant when 1 was relieved, tho first
being about a point and a half on our wea-
ther bow, distant about six cables. I could
distinctly mako her out. Sho appeared to
have double-reefed fore and main topsails,
and foretopmast staysail  She was then not
heeling more than might be ordinanly ex-
pected. At that particular timo a squall
had nearly passed over.

By Captain Rice: The topsails of the In-
constant were lowered to keep station, but it
was not necessary to do so otherwise.

By Captain Boys: If necessary, the Jucon-
stant could havo carried double roefed top-
sails through the squalls, and a reefed fore-
sail, but not reefed courscs.

Liautenant IHon Hexry A'Count, R. N,
iler Majesty's ship Inconstant - I vas officer
of the middlo watch, but did not see the
Captain. aftex I velieved tho deck. There
was & squall, nioro of rain than wind, shortly
after midnight. Thoe Inconstant, in such
weather, if given sail to press her oft the
shore, might have catried double-reefed top-
soils, roefed courses, and foretopimast stay-
sail, without endangering the ship. Iad
she lain in tho trough of what sea there was
then sho would have sustained no damage,

By Captain Rice : When I found the Lord
Warden next 40 and ahead of the Juconstant
instead of the Cuplain I thouglt the latter
was out of the line and broad on our wea.
ther bow.

By Captain Boys: Just after the signal
was made to ** open order,” the maintopsail
split and was clewed up, and I then had the
fore staysail hauled down to drop the ship
into her station.

-have been anxious for her safety ?—Not for

By Captain May : The force of the wind
in the galo met with by the squadron on the
29th of May last is logged at force of ten in
the tirst watch. ‘The son then was heavier
than on the night the Cuptuin was lost. ‘The
Inconstant in the May galo hiad close-recfed
fore and main topsatls sct. “

Captain Commerell: If you had kunown
tho Captain was carrying double-recfed {op-
sails through the squalls on tho night she
was lost, and during your wateh, should you'

the safety of the ship.

Navigating Lientenant S¢rpavors, R. X,
ler Majosty's ship faronstan{: 1 was on
deck between miduight and one o'clock of
the morning of the Tth of Neptember, T saw
a vessel, appareutly the Cuptuaabout tluee
points Lefore onr beam  Phe weather was
spunlly amd thick, with rain. T think the
Tuees-funt would have sustined no damage
then from lyingin the trough of the sea, and
that she enuld liave cartied treblo roefed
topsails amlyeefed enurses sf she hiad been
wanted to work ofl 2 'eo cliove in such wea-
ther, I saw the ligh!: of one ship ahead of
us, which 1 took to'be the Ld 3uiden, and
Imade ont acecan 1 <hip through iy glasses,
oit our heam, mnl to windward of station,
which ¥ 1ok to be the Cupluin.

Ry (ptain Hancock: Tho Coplu-n had
then. 1 believe, been vur second ahead in
the line two or three days. I felt no anxiety
whatever for the Cuplan when I was endoa-
voriug (o make her vut with my glasses.

By Captain Rice: Tiat was a quarter past
midnight. .As comp red with tho ironclads,
the Juconsfunt is very erank.  1a that squall
the probable auount of heel uuder troble-
roefed topsails wonld have Leen twenty-five
degrees.  1leelng to that extent, and then

struck Uy a sea and thrown over fifteen de-
grees mare, I think she would have recover- !
cd herself, but some of her spus and sails |
would have bLeeun suve to go.

By Captain Boys - The ship I saw with my:
glasses. and that 1 believed to Le tho Cay- |
>in. was about three puints on our woather|
beam. It was too thick to notice how far
she was heeling.

By Captain May: When the Tnconstant
was struck by tho squall after midnight I
consider its force took lier over ten degrees
moro than she previously had.

Dy Captain Commerell: From what I had,

seen of the Inconstant amdt Captain I should!
consider the Caplain conld earsy the most!

canvas in such weather as on the night she
was lost. 11ad 1 known she wis curying
double-reeferd toprails through tho squalls 1
should have no fears whatever for hersafety,
as I should cxpect her masts to go,and 1

considered theship to be particularly stoady.

Cuantes Bratg, socond isignalman on
board the Inconstant : I_was signalman of
the middlo watch on tho morning of the
th of September last. I saw thé Captain
at n quarter of an hour past midnight, a lit-
tle-off the Inconstant’s port bow and about
four cables’ distance. Tho Brisfol was at
tho same time off tho Inconstaut's port quar-
ter, about a mile and a half. I sawnoother
ship there. Lo

By Captain Hancock: I''saw tho .Zord
IParden at 12,30, knowing it to be Jer by her
lizhts astern.

Licutenant Crawronrp, R.N., Uer Majesty’s
Belloophun - T was officer of the middle
watch on the moring of the 7th of Septem-
ber. It was Llowing hard, with frequent
squalls from S.W., with a force of wind of
about ten. There was one particularly heavy
squall at about half-past twelve. There was
a shovt cross sea, but not a heavyono. M
thoe Belleroph .nhad boon lying in the trough
of the sea 1 think she would hava sustained
no damage. Ifit had not at, that time been
necessary to carry the heaviest press of sail
practicable, I think the Bellerophon might
have carried double-reefed fore and -main
topsails, close-reefed courses and gaff sails,
and forctopmast staysail; but unless abso-
lutely necessary I should prefor her having
thrce reefs down in her topsails, The Bel-
lerepiion has o peculiarly large drop to her
coutses, and this will account for my saying
close-recfed courses.

By Captain Hancock :-I did not see the
signal ¢ Open order.”

By Captain May : The Bellerophon lost hor
maintop-gallant mast about two o’clock,and
split fore and main topsails in shortening
sil. At about 1230 a.m. the weather foro-
topsail sheet carried away, and tho sail split.

Lientenaat Erxrst Rick, R.N,, on special
duty at the Admiralty,—I accompanied tho
Controller of the Navy, Vice-Admiral Sir
Spencer Robinson, on thae occasion when ha
went to sea in tho Monarch, with tho Cap-
{ain in company. I furnished tho Contx;oll{r
with a report, a part of which isnow bafore
the court. 1 would first state that the opin-
jon given to Sir Spencer Robinson by me
was founded upon what I considered my
practical oxperience as & ‘scaman, and not
upon theorcctical knowledge. ; Tconsiderod
throo things—1, the low freeboard of the
Coplain ; 2, thesizo of her masts and spars ;
and 3, combined with the two, what I knew
of tho distributior: of hor weights. During
the trial the 12th of May was the onlyday
that, in my opinion, can throw mu !3%111:
upon the opinons. [ expressed. Up to.
point of tho ginwalo of tho ship-being
- * DRI



