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THE PETITION QF THE UNEMPLOYED.

(From tho Pall Mall Gazotte.)

Our readors will no doubt have noticed at
interynls during tho last few days accounts
of a petilion by the unomployed working
men of London, Its terms and tenor are
equally remarkable, It is impossible to
conceive anything more heartily and unaf.
foctedly loyal in the best senso of tho word,
or moro emphatically English. ‘The peti-
tionors pray that they may have the advan-
tages to which ns they think, their position
as members of a great empirs ontitlos them
and which, as thoy also think, the resources
of that empire afford, ‘The colonios, they
8aY aro port of the national frechold, They
were won in some cases, and planted in
others, by the energy and valour of our an-
cestors. Thaeir resources would maintain i
comfort all who ars in want in England,
and our presence, on the other hand, which
is an incumberance here, wonld be an ad-
yantage there. Are you, the Queen of
England, our common head, prepared to
cut the ties which bind the empire together?

Will you not draw them closer?  Would {
not be possible to find means by which its
different parts might be made to help and
support each other. and so raise and main-
tain in unrivalled power and boundless
wenlth what would be the strongest and
might be the most trully united nation in
the world? Cannot your Y'tivy Council give
some help? Cannot representatives of tho
various limbs of tho giwantic w' o frame
some means of overcoming our _.esent dif-
ficulties, and welding us together into a
noble whole? Why should not your majes.
ty follow out that pelicy which invested
your majesty with the title of Queon of In.
dia, and bacome by one great and eusy step
the head of s nation wider than Russia or the
United States, nstinct with separato but
harmonious life in every member, and
destined to talce and keep the very highest
placo anmong the nations of the world ? This
is a paraphrase, but il is no exaggeration of
the simple and manly terms of tho petition.
It is we tnink impossible for any English-
man to read it without respect and admira-
tion, or without feeling that it will be unfor-
tunate for the statesmanship df the country
if its prayer is not heard and answered in
somo shape or other.  Consider what such
a petition is, and what noglect or refusat of
it moans. Working people are erying out
allover Europe in favour of all manner of
wild schemes of communism and revolution.
Wa are told that land cannot be the subject
of property, that property itself is a mls.
take, that the richall over the world are the
enemies and oppressors of the poor, that
capital and labour are sworn enemies, and
we know not what hesides. To a shght ex-
tent these theories have found favour, und
at all events they have found a voice, among
ourselves; but in the midst of such voices
comes this petition. How far it really re.
presents the feelings of any large body of
people we do not know, but in so far ag it
goss it appears to us altogether manly and
honorable. These men ask fornothing wild.
They look to no fantastic body of cosmopo-
litan dreamers to holp them in their
trouble, they say not o word against order
or property, they ask for help from their
Queen and their country, and claim the
privileges as they acknowledge the obliga-
tions, of English subjects, Suvely this, as

fav as it goes, is a thing to bo proud of. It} trymen—to mould the United States into
is somathing which wro can contrast with ex.| onenation? Was It tho work of one day or

ultation with Irish disaffection on the one
hand and socinlism on the other. It will,
of course, bo asked how their prayer can be
granted, and nothing can bo easior than to

one man to found thoe English empire in In.
din? We should consider what a raco we
aro—the fiercost, the most eager, the muosg
strenuous of races. Give us high nims,

point out the various difficulties which{ noblo cares, arduous tasks, set us to think

must attend any attompt to do so.
culties, of course, thera are,

Diffi-j or towrite, or to tight, or to colonizo in u
It is the easl-| worthy or magnanimous way, and. for ends

est of easy things to cut tho ties which bind® which we can and ought to devoto oursolves

an empire togother.

It is the highost tri-! to in enruest, and our race will continue to

umph of statesmanship to mould into one| breed horoes. Deprive us of high objects,

the various parts which might constitute an
empirve, It is quite impossible to do that
difticult thing? (}tis quite necessary to fall
back upon the easy and vulgar task of de-
struction ?

To us it scomg thut such questions answer
themselves; that it is tho height of cowar-
dico to shrink frow Jdifliculties, and that
the first step 1 national decay is to re-
nounice high national ambition because its
aecomplishment will involve trouble or it
may be, risk, it seems to us as if England
Just at present had before it two paths, its
choice betwaen which will, when once made,
be irrevocable. Wo may, 1f wo will, strike
the flng of tho BritisL emvire; we may haul
down with our own hands the colours which
our futhers hoisted and which no foreign
cnemy hus ever beer able to touch. We
muy dismantle Malie, and present Gibraltay
to Spain with » humble apology for the
overbesring rudeness ot six generations of
stutesmen and soldiers. We may make
over Iudia tn the mild Hindoo and the edu-
cated Brrgalee, nut because we have train
ed thom to take our placo, but because the
temper of Cliveand tastings and Wellesley
has died out, oecause empire and glory has
ceaseld to atiract us. We may give Ireland
%0 tha Feniang, turn Australia and Canada,
and South Afrvica and New Zealand adrift
with the remark that the connection with
thom is costly and useless, and wo shall
have our reward. Great Britain may be.
come the exchange and workshop of all
Europe. We shall have a comparatively
small population ; the rich section will be
bloated with wealth and will find it diffieult
to buy anything worth having with its money
The poor will have high wages and a chance
of becoming rich, and Epgland will cease to
count for anything in the great interests of
mankind. To us, a!least, such a destiny
appears like death'in life, and to accept it
would be like treason to all the principles
and traditions which have for centuries giv-
en to Englishmen perhaps the first, certain-
ly the foremost, part in the history of msn-
kind. Another destiny is open to us if we
have the manliness and virtue to work it
out. From everv English Colony murmurs
are rising at oar indifference. We may
think littlo of tnem, but they do not think
little of us. Canada, Aushialisn and New
Zealand, and the Cape, ons und all protest
against the notion of being left to thom-
selves. The Canadians are fur more Eng-
lish than many English people; the Austra-
lians show their view of the enemies of the
ompire with a peremptory decision which
locks almnet grotesquo; the Now Zealand-
grs behave much as & relation who, whilst
he knows that he has more or less presum.
ed on his relationship, still hopes that his
kinsman willnotbe able to forget tho tie
whicn connects them. In theory we form
one neo;‘)Ie; why should we not do so in
fact? Tho answer, and tho only possible
aunswer, to the question is,—Because it is so
difficult.  Difficult of course 1t is, but what
aro men worth, and above all, what aro men
of our blood and breeding worth, if they are
not to conquer difficulties? Was it wrong
for our countrymen—for they wers our coun-

and our force is our bane. We become the
most worldly, coarse, ane. vulgar of man.
kind,

Nowifwacould knit inlooneail thescattered
dependenoies of this country we should pro-
vide a splendid field for the highest gifts of
the nation. Tho operation itself would
make n great domand upon our highest
powars. When it had been successfully
petformed it would produce almost unhmit.
od employment for cvery class of the com.
munity, It would force upon our nttention
all the most vital, social and political pro-
blems of the day, and in forcing us to finda
solution for them, 1t would incidentally con-
fer not only upon ourselves, but upon the
human race at large, benefits of which we
can hardly at present form a notion. Im.
agine, for instance, a deliberation, call it
what you will, as to the lerms on which
grants ofland in Canada or New Zealand
should be made to the unemployed poor of
London. No existing body can discuss the
question from an Imperial point of view.
Neither tho English nor the Canadian Par-
liament can do so ; but it might be done by
an imperial body—the representative and
exponent of a common interest which would
then bo felt to be real. We are unot only
alive to the difficulty of constituting such u
body, but havarepeatedly pointed thom out:
but the offect which would be produced by
it would, we believe, be worthy any effort
which might be required for the purpose.

CORRESPONDENCE.
AUDITE ALTERAM PARTEM,

o 1he Editor of the VOLUNTERR REVIEW.

Dear Sir,—In the letter which you have
been pleased to designateas “well-consid-
ered, calm and forcible,” Y did myself the
honor to point out where, as I conceive, lies
the root of many of the evils under whic.
the Volunteer Force of the Dominion drags
out a luuguishing existenca. In doingsol
endorsed (if I may use a word which has a
smack of cgotism) one of the main points
insisted upon by “¥. Q.," and alio by your-
self additionally, I would now beg permis-
sion to turn to the consideration of certain
positions in the last letter of * L. C.”

I have unfortunately mislaid the Review
containing one of that officer’s letters, and
am therefore uncertain of the period for
which he gives us figures in bis letter, ap-
pearing November 8th, Those figures, how-
over, shew tiveniy-two battalious in whick
the strength of companies uverages from 54
to 69.

I will not venture absolutely to dispute
the correctness of statistics compiled by an
officer whoso lettera bear so strong an ovi-
dence of intimate knowledge of the subjoct
of which he treats, but it is only fair to point
out that tho stato of things indicated—em-



