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of our teaching, that we oannot by machinery or theory pus others
right unless wa aro right ourzcives.

{3) A9 $o missionaries in the fleld, thers aro $wo or three sug-
gostions that may bo made:

(a) Lot them bo imprersed with tho necessity of o arranging
their engagements 88 to loavo timo for sell.cultare, Allknowhow
eagy it is to allow ourselves to becomo so doeply ongrossed in works
of many kinds na fo leave no timo for this, first in importance, and
moat sacrod of all dutios, tho nourishmont of our own rouls. Vet
there is no substitute for it, and withoud it we aro but feeble
workors, As tho Rov. Andrew Murray eays: ¢ Tho manna of one
day was corrupt whon the next day came. 1 must every day bave
tresh graco from hoaven, and can obtain it only in direot waiting
upon God Himacl!. Begin each day by tarrying bofore God and
letting Him touch you. Tako time to meet God.” Thatis of auch
supreme imporsance that {$ might be well occasionally to remind
our missionatics, whozo hands are to full, of their needs in this
rospect, If dono in the epirit of loving sympathy and powerfo)
co-oporation, the reminder would be kirndly received, and mighs
be profitablo to some. But the exeroiso is a personal one, and
must be done by ecach for himself, and cannot be dono by substi-
tater.

(6) Lot provision bo made by which missionaries find access to
atimulating, invigorating, health-giving liloratare. Most mis-
aionaries bavo gono into the fleld when young, immediately after
loaving collego, when they wore not in & pesition to purchase many
books, and, porhaps, have had but very limited acquaintance with
tho clags of booke that might prove most helpfal. When in the
fiold there is no opportunity of beocoming acquainted, and there is
dangor of losing taste for books altogether, which would be a os,
lamity to themselves and to the work, Henoo the importsnce of
making provision for thoso whose incomes may not be sufficient,
or bringiog under tke nolice of others such publications as are
koown to have proved holpful to many, Would it not pay any
board to see to it that, e. g., $ho ** Letters of Samuel Ratherford,”
and othor similar works of a devotional character, are upon every
miseionary’s baokeholl 2 They should, in addition, have acoess to
standard works in different departmenia of literature, and it ought
to bo pomblo for every miesionary tc ate one or two of the best
magazinas, in order to keep in tonch with tho thonght ot the¥imes,
which would give freshness, fortility, and confidence in inter.
course with other men. This latter might be arranged at no
exponee, if the nced were but known to many who would ba
dolighted to disposa so pleasautly and profitably of magazines that
havo bsen read and aro to them of no further use—simply an
encumbrance on bookehelves already overorowded.

(3) Les conferences be held for matual quickening and edifica-
tion. If in our own land, in surroundings so favorable, such
rotreats prove benefloial, and are even considered necessary, ot
bow much groator value must they be in non.Christian landr,
ospecially in the nower Sclds in which the sustaining inflaence of
Chrisiian ssutiment is not yet felt. Rightly direoted, they might
be mads, as thoy ofton have boen, cocasions of very rich blessing.
On such occasions neighboring mistions might co-operate to the
advantage of all concerned. But if tbat should not ba found
practicablo to any great degree, on account of distance, or other
ovgagoments, it ought, at least, to ba possible, so far as individual
men of special gilts are concorned, Of what incalculadls value
woold a visit from such a man as tho Rov, Andrew Murray bs to
aoy of cur mission fclds. Such men are rare, although by no
means koown, and, when they appear, ehould be regarded as s
heritage of the whole church. To what other gse so important
oould tho best gifts tho ohurch can command bs devoted? Such
visits would not only give sn impulse to our workors, but bas
beautiful illustration of tho apostolio practice of baving all things

in commor, an earnest of the fulflment of the Lurd’seasrements) -

and prophotio prayer, * That they all may be one.”

(1) It soarcely needs to bo added that ws ehell never reach the
best rosults until the charch at homo reslizes more fally her obli-
Rations as to prayar for hor missionaries, That is often preached
as adoty, bot it is vory far from being universally practised.
Exnot atatements aro not possible, but it is well known that ths
monthly missionary prayer moeting, wbioh bas never been very
gencrally adopted, bas, in many cases in which it was adopted,
{allon isto disuse. 1u & very large percentago of theordinaryoon-
gregational prayer mestings missionaries aro rarely romembered,
and, if any spiritual interests in their work exists, it scarcely
mavifosts itsel! in congrogational life. What does this mean? Is
it only a symptom of geneul spiritual depr(mou. or is it simply
want of intorest, arising from want of information? Can nothing
be dono to awaken througbout the church a proper sense of her
solemn responaibility ? Has txury capedient in tho way of visita-
tion, organization, and publication bean exhausted? Or, have we
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boon depending too much on human expedionts, and too little ont
the Almigty arm? Tho latter may be ttue, and yet it does seem
necessary that more should bo done in the direction of inducing a
tasto for the readingof missionary literature. It is said that about
one.soventh of all tho roligious literature published is of a mis-
sionary character, yot into about fifty per cent. of our families
scarcoly avy finds acocss, I spoak for tho Presbytorian Church in
Canada, what may be approximately true for other chucrches here
ropresented. There is literature encugh, but it is not read. The
increasing volumo annually isauiog from the press falla into fow,
and always tho samo, hands, whilat.tho massea of our church mem.
borehip are cntirely ignorant, and correspondingly indifferent.
Until that atato of affairs is corrected, wo can scarcely hopo for the
desired changoe. But how can this bo done? Wouldit be possible,
and, it possible, profitable, tobreak down and put into readable
form tho contents of books too expensive for tho maascs, and dis.
tributo them freely throughout the church ?

Might wo not loarn a lesson from business enterprises that force
themsolves upon public attention by persistent advertising? One
firm that operates extensively in the United States and in Canada
issucd at one time two and a half million booklets, the postagoe
alone for which, at one cont each, would mean $25,000. Experience
has taught them that it pays. Is it not worth while consideriog
whether or not a freer expenditure in this respect would bo profit.
able to our canse by winning attention, eliciting intereat, and
interccesion atthe throneof graca? If that wereouly onceacoured,

+if the whole membarahip of our churches wero aroused,. then might
wo expect tho speedy dawn of that millennial age when the king-

-doms of thisworld will become the kingdoms of our Lord; when,
instead of-the thorn, shall come up the fir tree; when Jesus shall
roign from sea to sea, and from tha rivers urto the ends of the
earth.

A Mission to Men,

A significant movement has been inaugurated in London, under
tho auspices of laymen, eatitled ** A Missionary Miswion to Men.”
This does not moan, as oue nught well suppose, a mission to men
in tho slums of London, or to men in India or China or remote
purts of tho world, but rather a mission to men in the churches of
England, to awaken in them a suitablo apprehension of their duty
to carry the Goapel to others. Is thero no room for such a mission
among tho churches ot thiscountry? . . . The number of organized
bands among men for missionary study of which we have cver
beard could be counted on the fingers of one hand. It may not be
necessary to form such bauds, but the men should not neglect this
subject and ahould not bo noglected.—3fissionary Herald.

Sunday-School Work.

Oue word a3 to porscveranco in the work, if once it is taken up.

. It is a voluntary work, but none tho less, and porhaps all the

more, it ahould boe thoroughly and conscientiously performed. No
soldicts fight more gracvdly than the volunteers for a forlorn
hopo, for whom there is no such word as ‘ retreat.” We aro
cnlisted for a wartare in which tho victory is certain, Lecause
wo aro on the side of good, and God is with us, 20 retreat
should also be impossiblo for us. It is relsted that an old
piper of one of the Highland regiments was taken prisoner and
brought Lefore Napoleon, who wished 10 hear the bagpipes.

~ ¢ Play a march ” said Napolcon, and the old mun played. ** Now

play a chargo,” and the wild musio skirled out. ** Now play a
retreat.”  ‘*Ns, na,” said the sturdy Highlaader, *¢ £ ne'er learnt
arotreat,” Lot ussay the samo. \Wo may chapge our positions or
our kind of work in the great battlo.ficld against cvil, but les
rotreat bo impossible. There is no discharge in this warfare. 1f
Sunday school work has to be given up, lot it bo foc some moro
urgently nceded work in other spheres.  And when any call comes,
as it did to Isaiah from the very throne of God, saying, ** Whom
ahall I scnd, and who witl go for us??® let the answer come,
promptly but humbly, ** Heroam I, send me.”

Heory M. Suanloy, tho famous African Explorer, rocently
arrived in Now York from England. Speaking of the region in
Africa betwcen Mombaso and the Victorls Nyanza, the second
Iargeat lake in tho world, he said: ** When I was at the lake
cightoen years ago thero was not a missionary there. Now thore
are 40,000 Christian natives and 200 churches. The natives aro
enthusiastio converts. They would apend their last ponny to
acquire a Bible. Thoy are not like the blacks of the west coast ; in
fact, there are no real Ethiopisnasamong them, They vary Ia color
from light yollow to dark copper ard are much more intelligeas
than the blacks.”
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