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Texr :—Isalah xx3., 15: “In quietness and in confidenco shall
bo your strength.” Tod’s dealings with His choson peoplo are a
lesson for all Apostles and for all times. They teach us all that
God oxpeots and how man dlsuPpointa. Jchavalt was constantly
indicatiag tho way whickh would lead to the promised and of rost,
and contentment und success. Yerael iwas constantly choosin
anothor, Jvon though it had been often proved that the self-selecte
paths were very dangerous, aid gonerally mado the foot weary and
tho heart sad. The Lord had bidden thom fear not tho many
enemies tho%\vcro stro to meet in their journoy toward tho prom.
iged land. But tho people of Isruel refused to walk in the way of
God’s appointing, to a:copt hia leadership and championship, and
drove g]roudly from their hoarts the quict confiden~ in God which
woald have given them at once happiness and sucvess,

X desire, in the first division of ¢he discourse, tv point out to you
the truth and wisdom of tho statement as regards any duty or rela.
tion of life—to point out the superiority of quietness and conildenco
over loudness and boastfulness. This is the distinguishing featuro
of individusl atrength, of o st-on poa*sonality'. of a strong man, even
quietness and confldence. ~ It is this, the reserve power, the hidden
strength, the restrained and concealod activity, which makes a

eat and powerful man—iwe uro mistakon if we think that woare
rawn to meny or that they become popular or famous, because of
what they do, or of the efforts they put forth—it is not go. Tia
not the straining or the striving, however
succesaful ; ’tis not brilliant conversation,
however sparkling ; *tis not marked ability,
however masterful ; which makes a man
groat, or makes him loved. 'Tis something
ar deeper than all.these, someothing in the
rustfulness of the man, in tho quiet confi-
dence of hismanncz, in tho ropose of his great
spirit whichattractsother men to him, Tuko
and read the lives of a host of distingnished
men, and vou will find that there wasnot
in their carcer sufficient to justify their fame
—the !urift part of their power was latznt.
This is what we call foroo, a rescrved power
which acts directly by its presencoand with.
out means. We see an illustration of this
force of quict confidence in our friends with
whom we held intercourse overy day—hore
is ono who_shakes your hand with much
warmth and violence, or perhaps takes it
‘between both of his and declares over and
over again his joy. at secing yoy, yot you aro
not impressed—here is auother whosn oyes
meet yours iu guict earncsiness, whoso hand
gently presses yours with a riagnetism
charged with sympathy, who docs not need
to say he is glad to sco you, for you feel it.

1 desire to apply this truth more particu.
Inrly to the Church and to the Christinalife.
Wo need this check to qur impulsiveness and
our demonstrativeness just as much as did
the Israclites, and we aro just as prong to be
boast{ul of onrselvestind faithleas toward God. Wohave an equally
finoland to journey toward. Our losders are just asfallible, our dan-
f;ersns great, our diffienltics as many, and for us it isas necessary as

or-them to remember well to keep our eyefixed on the pillar of cloud
and the pillar of fire, and to listen to the divinoe voice, ag it says to

: ¢ In quictness and confidenco shall bo your strengt).”

First, notice how guictn.ss is enjoined a8 & sonrce of stmngth——
how wo forget that, and think, that tho moro noise a Christian
makes tho stronger he is. I beliove,” however, that the world is
turning to soo that the quict men are the strong mon.  ** Silenco is
Golden ™ our gniet momeats aro our strongest and our happicst
moments. Takoe the Queen upon her thione—we would say her
strongest and her happieat hours are whon sho is grooted with loyal
ghouts from the throats of tens of thousands, and when the great
Lion of Britaiu stoopa to lick her feet—1I venture to say that they
are rather tho hours which find hor in the quict seclusion of the
bosom of her fantily. Tho atmngﬂ: of tho great proacher is not in
the hour when listening multitudes hong upon his I'psand when all
gave him are silent- -it; 18 rather to bo found in the quict hour when
ho himsolf is silent and plunged in commaunion or in thonght—tho
quiet moment is the fatefal momont—the quict hour is the hour of
triumph., ¥ havo somotimes thought that there is not enough
religious quictness—not that I woold have men dumb on the ques-
tion of oternal interest—thero is too much religious cowardice
already, too many professing Christians whese profession is ths orly
1abel by which they oould be classifial at all, but we have run to
speoches, and oxhortations, and conferences, and conventions far
moro than to quict labor. I was onoo preseat at a public gathering
in tho interests of that new and laudable society called the Societ
of Christiau Endeavor, at which I ventured to say that its stren
would bs increased if it woro to elininito from its constitution that
clauso which demands a promisa to tako some publio part-at every
meoting, for ITbeliovs that there are often times when to be silent
is more helpfal than-to spoak, and~rken-wo realizo the strength of
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Quittness should be characteristic of tho Churah, of tho Chiristian
* lifo then, becauso It has n great work to do~of all groat cntorpriso,
stillness is o charactoristio—~tho ascending wator, tho descouding
rain, the wvo\ving planet, the eleotric current are all illustrativo of
mighty law combined with mighty stilluess, aud so with mén, X
havo seon tho surgeon draw the kiifo about tho spot digeased where
the slightest inorrency mennt death—how stilt he was,  Ihavoseen
the pllot Qirect his ship botweon the oruel and expectant rocks ~bow
uiet! I havescen the iudgo goutonce to death n human erimiinal -
low stbdued ho was 1—how consistent is quiotness with the con-
sciousness of tho oxecutignof n mithy tasic! The greatest upholdors
of, acd suffers for, our common Christionity have always been the
quict men, tho silent people. Wo sometimes feol annoyed at the
reserve and quict of the Scoteh, their apparent absenco of enthus
iasm, therr undeionstrative reserve, thoir sient and emotionless
vouls, and yet who are the men that .ondured all Eardslap, that
defied all persecution, that abandoned all comfort, and even home
iteclf, that were pursued from ono quarter to another, that suffered
in silenco all torturo and indignity that bound their sturdy frames
to death stself, but the samo silont though duuntless men? JIn
quictness has been their strength,
But tho strength of tho Christian, or of Christ's Church, docs
not lic in quiotness moro than in confidence, in fact, the latter is the
causo and condition of the former. God would expressly teach hero
to his peoplo that their {,'rmb hope was faith m God, in taking him
at His word, in presceving ti.cir position ne God had given i, in
receiving by simplo fajth tho s.rength that he had promisad, and in
expocting confidently the vietury which He had told them would bo
surely theirs. ¢ Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,”
saith the Lord of Hosts. 'l'was tho ssmo truth as Jesus taught
when Ho urged His disciples by faith toalidoin Him, warnng them
othat without Hin they could :{o nothing. 'Twas tho same truth as

Jahn taught wwhen he pronounced that whole symposium :—¢* This
is the victor
even our faith.”

And how true this is, how applicablo to
overy Christian life, hear it, all ye sons
of men ; hear it, yo who toil, and labour,
ond strive, and weop, aud fret, and pray,
and doubt. Have quict confidence in Qod
who is over active, ever willing, over mov.
ing and yet whoso i8 the ocean of tranquil
Yest over which no reatless billow ever
breaks ; hoar it, ye men who fight and
struggle agrinst toinptation, whoso sunls are
tossed this way and that way, overy move
ment but to demonstrate their weakncss
Your stre:‘]gtlx shall be in o confident truat
in tho Lord God Almighty who 1s the centro
of the systemn of the souls of men, on whont
stayed, every spirit shall inda strength that
passeth understanding.

Inquictness and confidence shall bo the
strength of men, becauso these conditions
are those begotten only of o lively faith, and
faith is strength. Thoy are the conditions of
him whe can watch the earthguake and
rejoice that his soul isin the kecping of a
God who can shake tho world, they aro the
lm.pp{ atmosphero in which that sparit
breathes which can sing triumphantly .~
*“Therefore will not weo fear, thongh the
carth be removed, gnd tho mountains be
carried into the midst of tho sea, but the
Lord..our refuge.” Yes, my friends, this
must ever bo the groand of the quictness and the confidencs of the
Christian, even tho greatness, the power, omniscienco, the constancy,
the love of tha nbject in whom that trust s stayed, it is beeaunse the
sonl can undisturbed behold tho convulsions of fate orfortune, since
i’.ho l,)alls of the inner life keop over chiming forth that *“God is
ove.” .

My friends, lot us test ourselves as to what degree of this quiet.
ness and confidenco wo possess, or are our lives turbulent and rest-
}im, s Christian faith should bring a Christian rest and coofi.

ence. .

And so, fasten thy soul upon the Christ whoso great soul was
cver in the repose shat became Divinity, and whilst thou mayst not
know that changeless tranquility which knew no variation, thou
shalt como to know rest, deep, sweet reat, thou shalt como to love
deeply, tranquil% and perpotually.

god £3id : * In quictness and confidence shall bo your strength,”
Christ repeated the sentiment whien He said : * Have faith in God,
and thou shall be atrong to cast out devils, to bamish from_the hfe
tho influcnces which weakon and destroy—havo confidencoZin Cod,
and thou shalt bo atrong, even to pluck tho mountains from their
cternal roots, to hurl from tho life the obstacles and difficultics, the
cares and the sorrows which can only bo removed by the atrcnﬁth
which God poureth through the channel of confidenco wm His
Almighty name~—have quiet confidence 1n God, and thou shalt be
thysolf surprised at the calm that shall pervade the storiny sea, at
tho wind that shall swell the sails of tho fragile bark of life, at the
distinetness with which tho mountains of Delectation shall loom
beforo tho belicving view—have faith in God, and the restfulncss
of lifa shall bo prophetio of the roat that remams for the
ge(})lplo of God, to be cnjoyed when wo have fought our last
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t, and shed our last tear, and fallen our last falls whon,
cating of the tree of life, drinking of the flowing River, listening
to the rapturons song, we shall entor on the rest, sweet rest
of Heaven, a reat-thag is to bo found ouly within tho gates of
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that overcometh. the world,
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