
ADDIRES TO TIHE UNION. ;

.kllowing the widest margin ycu please for spurious anti doubtful cases, who
,can fail te discover hcre a grand array of the Redeemer's trophies, or liesitato for
a moment as te joiuiing iii the universai acknomwledgmient--" Thtis is the Lord's
<1oin.q! It is inarveleus in or eyes !" This day the ford hiath nmade; we will
rejoice %nd bc glad in it, 1 know of ne more powerful dernenstrations cf the
Moly Spirit's presence in the churches, even inciuding the Apostoiic age. IIew
far the pertiun cf the fid rcpresentcdl by the present assembly ànay have parti-
cipftted in this blessed Iltime cf refreshing fi-oui tic presence of the Lord," wc
have now to learni.

Since lcaving home, yesterday, I liave obtained a siglit cf the Rev. Jolir. Angeil
Jarnes's address at the Congregational Union of Engiand and Wales,, on the
Anierican Revival; and it is very gratifying te lîcar the views expresscd by sucli
a venerable and honoured servant of Christ, in that assembiy. 1 quote a few
ýsenteiîces :

"lNo Revival can sureiy bo less objectionable (says Mrs. Stowe) than that whichi takes
tic forni cf prayer, and that is the ferna cf this now presented te us. Prayer is that
whichi 1iakes man notlîing, and God every thing. This it is whicli te mec gives reality,
significauce and imnportanice to the Anerican Revival. It is reuiarkable thait ne modern
language can more fitly describe the cxistiing stiu.c cf thiings je Ainerica, Un that cf'
the Prophet Zeclîariah, uttered 2,300 years tige. ' Thus saitli the Lord cf llosts, it
sha,1 corne te pass that there shall come people, inhabitants cf niany cities, and the
ichiabitants cf ocim city shl! go te anot lier, saying, let us go speedily, and pray befere
thie Lord, te scck tic Lord cf llosts.'

I 1ilok (says Mr. Jaunes) on this event as one of th Uinost censpicueus, the m'st
cecvincicg,' tAie most gierious instances cf the powier of prayer timat lias been given te
tAie wvorld, siuce the day cf Pentecost. Lt is on tliis feature cf the Ilavival that I love
te dwcll. 1 survey witlî mute wonder, and jey aîîd gratitude, this copieus shewer ef*
divine influence, passing net culy over lianlcts, villages and tewas, but over great
conmnercial cities, and gathmering to the cîmurcli cf Christ, flot only the Young, net only
excitable wcmen, but theusands cf merchants, iawyers, and physicians, and cf Young
mien, the hope cf the ivorld and cf the clîurch. And wlîat lias donc it? Not logic;
flot rîeterie ; net the eloqueuce cf the pulpit; the nmiglîtiness of the press; but the
powerm cf prayer. God lias rexit the bcav2as-, and corne down ; the mountains hiave
flowcd down. at bis presence, at the caîl cf prayer."

Whiie we rejoice witlî ail who Ilpreach Christ, and hici crueified," in their
success, as an occasion cf commeon triumph throughcut the ranks cf the militant
host on earth, ani recognize in every conversion, by whatever instrunientality
efflected, an accession te the one '-Churchi cf the first born, which are enroiied in
heaven,'> we, as individuals and as a body, have the conviction that the efflciency
of the Church, and tlius the glory cf Christ, rnay be grcatly increased by the
practical. recognition cf tîme distinctive principles held bv us. The diffusion and
piactical influence cf these truths can neve,. be fuily ascertaincd, any more than
the exact bounds cf the sue's liit oaa be deflned. The assimilative powers cf
Vital Cliristiacitv are silent and unobserved ; but on this very acceunt the more
rapid and irresistible in their operation. The la-st year bias dcveloped, in a
remarkable degree, the force cf sorne cf our distinctive principles. I t wilib c
found that in the regions where tliese have liad the fulcst scope, in the recent
timies cf refreshieg, there the fruits have been moat abundant.

F or example, Il Uhifly toithout L'îforitity"- is a characteristie cf Congregation-
alisci. Whiie some systems have their Rubries tc regrulate tmo minutest ceremo-
niais cf worslîip, thmeir books cf Discipline te prescriheo every form cf procedure,
even te the very technicaiities, upon rigid adherence te wbich the validity and
-3ffieiency cf divine ordinances are made te depend; others endeavour, by velum-
mnous confessions and standards cf belief, te prevent ai possible diversity, either
cf fmitli or phiiosophy, in religions matters. Uciforrnity cf ceremcny, uniformity
of dress, uniformity cf opinion, uniformity cf disciplinary procedure, are the
distinctive features cf the more popular christian communions cf our country.
rThey each laimn te censtitute a Chuîrcit loy itsef; oniy conceiving cf union With
others, upon i\ basis cf uznjormily.

It i2 a chcering siga cf spiritual life, that some cf the advccates cf uniformity art


