.

5 THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

3R ==unda = chool.  sent to be the mediator of the covenant between God and of nuve, cold water, and put just one drop of

"llhe b y ’b ‘malh—lkh. vith, 83 xii. 233 Matt, xavie 28, N covenant ! .)f‘] t e o ter P ¢ J ’ P

— ) ; _iv a coming together, from the Latin conromire,  Godand 1l into 1t
INTERNAT l?_N_Au LESSONS. j man incet in Christ—1ITe teconciles, bringe together, "« other, who would have thought one
LESSON XViI ‘order to thie, He muat also Le a light to show man his; “
o : ! s'm‘n\d n;c«l and to show him God, who loves nlmll lc:m' satinfy (h‘op would hlacken o gl(\m an?

Apnit » . . ¢ la. xiu. | and save him. Sin hasshut out light fiom thesoul, blinded and | . . . , . '
\:':;o. ! } THE COMING SATIOUR 1 s deluded men.  Chiist opene the blind c)'ci-’ lai.ix. 2¢ = “Yes,it has dm"gc(l the colour of the whole,

Govpey Texr.—** This is My beloved Scn, in whom |
I am well pleased,”™—Matt. iii. 17,

HOMR STUDIES,

Isa. x) 1-11........The forerunner's cry.
laa, xxxv. 1-10......Blind eyes opened.

Isa. Ixi, 1.11.. .....Liberty to the captives,
1sa. xlii. t.10......The coming Saviour,
Matt, xii. 10.21....The Scripture fulfitled. :
Isa. xlii. 1125 . The Lord well pleased,
Matt. i, 1-17...... My beloved Son.

HELYPS TO STUDY,

Isaiah lived in the Sth century before Christ, and pro.
phesied from the reign of Uzziah to that of Manassch, a
period of sixty ycars; a period, notwithstanding the tem.
porary reformation nnder Hezekiah, of decline both in the
moral character and in the wotldly prosperity of the nation,
The worship of God wasneglecte ., idoltary increased, luxury
and worldliness prevailed, the kingdomw was corrupt and
tending rapidly to the same destination which overwhelmed
Israel,

Throughout those dark days Isaiah stood forth with un.
falteting faith, expostulating, reproving and comforting. As
from a superhuman elevation, and with wonderful, God-‘
given insight into the future, he beholds down all the coming
centurics the long-lesired Messiah, and cheers and encour- !
ages the desponding children of God with glorious pictures ,
of Christ's pereon and kingdom. These fll up especially the |
second part of his prophestes, chapters Al to Ixiv,

‘T'he prophet here describes—

I. THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH—Vers. 1.4.

Behold (700 yeats before His coming, yet by faith already
clearly discerned) my Servant. Itis Jesus, asSt. Matthew |
txii. 17) eaprossly tells us. ‘The Son of God is on eanth as,

M.
W,
Th.
K.

wmn.

one that serveth—Luke xxii. 27 ; John xiii. 4, 5. He took sing. The “aviour is come. Have we received the light [SUppose youare

on Him the form of a servant—Phil. ii. 5-7.  He setus thus'
an example of humility. He came not to be minntered
unto, but to minister—Matt. xx. 25, This is God’s way to ;
honour. He that humbleth himself shall be exalted. The
world’s way i3 to exalt self, but it leads to abasement.

God Himself upholds His servant, has Him under His
special care and protection.  He is Gud's clect, 1lis chosen
One.  [le must, therefore, be suited and sufiicient for the
work to which he is set ag:ut, the work of saving men—a
reason this why we should trust Him-—1 Pet, ii. 6, God de-

|

lightethin Him, is well-pleased with Him—DMatt. i, 37; {the ““1eed.” This circumstance determines their meamng
xvii. 5; Johniin 35, To Him is given the Spirit, not by ; here with great precision and centamty.  As the Messiali !
measuze  John iii. 34; the very fulness of the Godhead— would nut use violence upon others, so nenher will He

—Col. ii. 9. It was this gift fitted Him for His work, and |
itis promised to us in measure. He shall bring forth
judgment, This word bears, in the Scriptures, a wider

sense than is now commonly given toit. It means the law | broken as areed.  Though apparently sute 1o be suppressed *

of .ight, and especially religion as the truc rule of life.  Mes.
siah x righteous governnent is to be established over all na.,
tions, allare to honour and obey Him. He shall not cry;
His li’v and ministry shall be quiet and arostentauious,  He
did, we know, shun notoriety and applause; all his werks
were done quictly. e refused the homage of the multitude,
He was meek and lowly in heart - Matt. xi. 29. A bruised
reed is frality itself.  The feeblest, the most broken down
under the scnse of sin and' unworthiness, He comes not to
crush, but to comfort,

The smoking flax, the flickering wick, almost expiring,
tepresents the timid and  discouraged souls, whose longings
and resolves Christ will not quench, but quicken—john !
viit, 11 3xx. 27; Mk, i. 415 Isai. il 155 Ixic 1. The;
weakest Christian has no reason to be discouraged. He!
shall bring forth judgment unto truth, that is, in truth, |
or according to truth, God's truth and faithfulness—Micah |
vii. 20; Matthew xi. 20; has *‘unto victory,” a victory
achieved by force of truth, not by force of arms. Nothing
shall interrupt Messiah’s proaress.  No violence or opposi- -
tion shall cause him to fail or be discouraged (Note 1), till |
he establishes His rightcous rule in all the carth. Theisles, !
the lands beyond the seas, shall wait for his law. The;
heathen, dissatisfied and longing for better things, sick of sin, |
weary of their idols, shall gladly welcome the Gospel. Al
falschoods and idolatries are to be overcome. N> religion
can satisfv except Christ’s, No failure is possible to Christ;
His triumph is sure.  Ip His name every knee shall bow—
Gen®xlix. 103 Ps. xv. 27 ; Phil. ii. 10. |

[f. THE \WORK OF JEHOVAH'S SERVANT : Vers. 5.7, |

It is God's work, the fulfilment of His promisc and cov- '
enant.  The prophet, therefore, first sets forth the greatness
of Him who appoints the work which His servant is to do. ,
He crcated the heavens and the earth and all thercin.
His power and wisdom are thus manifested. He gives life,
breath and spirit.  He can quicken dead souls, and make
men rew creatures in Christ Jesus—john v. 21.

God called His servant in righteousness,  The whole .
work of salvation is rightcous. It originates n a righteous
hatred of sin and a righteous love of sinsers; and its pur-
pose is to make men rightcous by mcans of God’s own .
righteousness. Hence the Messiah is the Lord our Righteous. i
ness—Jer, xxiii. 6, I will hold thine hand, guard and keep 4
and lead thee, and givethec for a covenant of the people. |
Christ is the messenger of the covenant—Maut. iii. 15

Luke ii. 323 Matt. xi. §5 Sphovo 8. San emslaves ; the
sintier is a slave,
Light and bty are the two geeat blessings of the Gaspels,
’:‘o bring these to the sou! is the work which fesus came to
do.

I'he prophet adds,

Lot ASsURANCES that the work shall be accomplished :
vers. Sa300  These ate from God's i hantgaatlence, 1 am
the Lord, Jehovah, 1t i< that name of God which denotes
His self-existent and changieless being, e is the same yes.
terday, to-day and forever. Thete is with Him no vanable.

i ness, neither shadow of tuming—Jas 1, 17,

Gad's segard for His glory which e will not give to
another.  Idulatry and supenstition dishonour Gel 5 they
misrepresent  Him, and substitute for Him that which is
false and degrading.  He cannot permit this, He thercfore
reveals His glary in fcsus Christ, who glorifies and will
bring all to glorify God.

God's faithfulness.  The former things, which God be-
fore announced and promised, are come to pass, Not onc
has failed.  Every prophe:y fullitled is an evidenre of the
Divine truthfulness and fidelity-~Josh, xxii. 14. The fact
lh.:l\lt they never have failed is a guarantee that they never
will.

Gol's fore-knmdede.  New things, not yet in existence,
He declares even before they spring forth, By the pro-
phet, He foretells events far in the future; things which un-
inspited man could never have guessed or discovered -

Dent. xxix. 203 Acts xv, 18; 2 Peti. 19. What Isaiah tore. :

told, was 700 years afterwards fultitled in Cheist.

Here the prophetic assurance of victory breaks forth in a
benediction. e calls upon all men, and the most distant
lands, to joia in a new song—Ps. x). 3; xcviii. 13 Rev.
v. 9. Itisaunmversal song of praise inspired by a new
theme, the salvation of the Lord. 1Tt will alwiys be a
new sang, so ample is the theme and so full the hearts that

and liberty which he gives? ‘I'hus only shall we be read
to welrome Him when He comes again, no longer th
Servant in His humiliation, but the Kirg in His glory.

FXPLANATORY NOTE.

He shall dot fail nor be discouraged. The tnwo He-
brew verbs translated **fail,” and *‘be discouraged,” are
the same which appear in v. 3 in their participles or derived
adjectives, qualifying “flax™ and *recd,” cxpressing the
failing, dying out of the burnt ** flax,” and the bruising of

y

falter before violence inflicted or attempted upon himself.
He will not languish, nor wall fus hight be put out as one
might quench burnt tow ; neither will he be crished or

by the vivlence of his enemies, yet such means, however
extreme, will fail to arrest s progress, not only dunny
his personal life on earth, but evermore thereafter, ‘until he
shall have esablished pure Tefigion i all the earth.

GZlhildren’s GZorner.

ROOM AT THE 702

Never you mind the crowd, lad,
Or fancy your life won't tell;
‘The work is the work, for a* that,
To him that docth it swell.
Fancy the world a hill, lad
Look where the millions stop,
You'll find the crowd at the base, lad,
There’s pleaty of room at the top.

Courage, and faith, and patience,
There's space in the ofd world yet

‘The better the chance you stand, lad,
The further along you get.

Keep your eye on the goal, lad;
Never despair or drop;

Be sure that your patly leads upward;
‘There's always room at the top.

ONE DRQOP OF INK.

¥ DON'T see \\'hy_y—ou won't let me play
with Will Hunt,” pouted Walter Kirk. «I

alittle; but 1 have been brought up better
than that. e won't hurt me, and I should
think you would trust me. Perhaps I can do
him some good.”

“ Walter,” said his mother, * take this glasy

Christ comes to set free - John vill, 34. [

el

Just,
Lput one deop of clenre water in, il vestore its
parity,” said Mes. Kivk, '

“ Why, mother, you are laughing at me,
One drop, nor n dozen, nor tifty, won't do
that.”

“No, my son, and therofore 1 cannot allow
one drop of Will Hunt's evil nature to mingle
with your caveful training—many drops of
which will make no impressions on him.”

‘has it not? 1t is a shame to do that.

|

“NOT STRICTLY”

W little boys were invited to o hivthday
party some time ago, and on their return
ihome the elder of the boyssaid to his mamma,
“ Mamma! Tommy took cherries preserved in
vandy at the tea, this evening.”
“How was that?” asked the mamna,

“ Well,” vepliet the little boy, “Mws, B,
istid to us after she had helped us to peaches,
1*Now, children, 1 have some cherries here, but
ithey have been preserved in bhrandy, and 1
all temperance boys and girls;’
and she said to me, *How is it with you,
James? Are you a temperance boy?* and |
jsaid, * Yes, T am, T will not take any cherries;
'thanks!” And then she said, ‘Tomuny, are
iyou temperance, too?” and he replied, ¢ Not,
:strictly.' and so he took the cherries.”

Shall 1 tell you what that mother did?  She
did not laugh and think it was very funny
‘that her little boy had replied to t\w lady’s
;question, “Net strictly.” She took Tommy
alone in her room and told him that he might
-thus lead other little boys in the path of ruin,
and how all intemperance had its beginnings
_in being “not strictly ” decided against al)
cappearances of the evil.  And I am sure you
:\\'ill be glad when 1 tell you that the little
[fellow promised that if he was asked the ques-
tion again, he would leave oft’ the “ not" and
Lsay “ Strictly.”

Let me tell you, children, that is a very nice
“word when it is used in the right place—
osteictly”  This s what we want, these days
; —boys and girls “strietly " truthful, “ strictly”
‘honest, “strictly” temperate; then we shall
have just the kind of men and women that

rare neederd for the times.
[]

|
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A ik girl was on the train recently,
when a fearful collision took place, demolish-
'ing both engines and ruining several cars,
Wonderful to relate, no lives were lost and no
r person seriously injured.  People were express-

'know he does not always mind his mother, and jing their wonder that not even a bone was
“smokes cigars, and once in a while swears just , broken when this child said, “3lamma, you

prayed this morning, before we started, that
'God would take care of us, and I knew ho
would. He has, hasn't He, mamma 2 Tears
rcame to the eyes of several who listened, and
vone said. “Give me the faith of & child, ‘for of
ysuch is the kingdow of Heaven.'”



