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onie set oi eggs in the breeding season: certainly its nesting period
in Canada wotild flot allow of it raising more than one brood dur-
ing its stay in this country, but wbere the first clutch of eggs is
taken, it will daubtless nest a second time. But, considening the
many enemies arnong the smaller mammals, birds of prey, and
reptiles, ta which its eggs and young are exposed, it is doubtful
if even one braod is ratised by the majarity ai the pairs that cross
Our national baundary with each return of spring; even in the mast
protected localities; though the pragress of civîlization is rather
in favor of its increase, except from the presence of the domeàtic

cat; and yet it is wonderful how some nests of aur garden-fre-
quenting birds will escape the attention of this féline foe. The
chief pr'otective means resorted ta by this species is by selecting a
deep shady spot, either among the thick herbage, vines or young
underwaod, on, or near the ground; and then, after incubation
has begun, and wheuî the female becames awaue ai danger,
she does not fly directly from the nest, but quietly runs off among
the surrounding shade, and does mot take wing tilt same distance
away, nar does she return ta, her charge titi she thinks the danger
is aver. These efforts ta protect ber progeny, are, sa far as human
kind are conceruied, so successful that very few ai its iets are ever
discovered; and its egrgs are, and are ever Iikely ta, remain, a rarity
in oological collections, but the case is very different with the
lower orders of caruivaraus mammals and snakes which are ever on
tii. search ta fid and devour the eggs and young ai every species
that cornes within their reach. lIn this charge the red squirrel.
the chipnuunk, the weasel, the mink, the skunk, and the fox, are
among the chief tranagressars that range the haunts ai the war-
hiers, while, nearer human habitations, cats, rats, and even mice,
do their deadly wark; and no enemy ai ail the warbler family is
more to be dreaded than the vagabond cow-bird.

During the past twenty years a number ai the nests ai the
nuourning warbler have corne under rny observations, and the
finding ai these bas been rather accidentai than the results ai con-
timuous field and forest reserch; but the Lms ai these noted up ta
the end of the season of ugo;, is the flrst ta which attention wiIl
here be directed. On tle Sth af June, 890o; when strolling across
a piece of receutly cleared fallow, now over-guown with raspberry


