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tees of the eity of Hll were specially tbanked by the Convention
for their publie-spiri ted course.

SIXTII ÎSESSION.

After somo prehlminary business the Secretary read a communi-
cation from Dit. R. W. IIENE1CER, e-xpressing bis regret at being
uwable te bc present personally. The Protestant Coirnmittee at
Quebcc did not limit its work to Superior Education. Dr. i-leneker
thon proceedcd to give the Convention th(, benelit of bis opinion
upon the Classical Question.

" I should very inuchi have liked to heoar the discussion ou the Classies,
for I confess to a st.rong feceling on tlue subjeet. No man can value more
than 1 do the study of niodern languages, particularly our own language
and 1Freiieh, but I have a strong Opinion that Superior Education mustembrace hoth Lati .n re.I re bo abolislied fromi our lniver-
sities it will be, I think, a lamentable falhing off in mainy respects. The
sciontific terrminology of ail modern languages is niostly Greok, and it is

alinost impossible to read withi intelligence any nmodern work in any
nmodern language-English, Frenchi, or Germian-withiout somie k-now-
ledge of Groek. To this must be added the valuiable training which the
study of Greek affords, and whiuli remains for years after the knowlIedge
of the language itself bias perliaps passed fromn the mind. Mr. Adams
in bis recent pamphlet cails it a 'ýfetich' to study the Classiczs; but it is a
question whether lie could have written such good English had hie net been
classically traiixed. We oughit neyer te forget that, G reek is the language
of the New Testamnent, and the, study of Greek was revived at the timE,
of the Reforination; and lie who values religious truth wiil muot under-
value the poNwer of testing opinions by a reference to the language in
whieh that truth is conveyed. If Greek be studied in our IJniversities
it musI bo comnmenced in our H-igh Schoo]s, and therefore every teacher
*whose duty it is to prepare students for mnatriculation must perforce
have a knowledge of what lie is required te teacb. It doos flot follow
that every child must of necessity learn Grock or even Latin. The
largest part of our eildren must be classed as seholars under the Elemen-
tary standard. Another class desires higher training, but such only as
is required for w'hat is called 'the practical work of life,' and Classies
for thiese are not nccessary. The third class must be prepared for the
Universities, and for the professions including the Ministry. Some
indeed will be found te study the science of language for its own sake.
Surely it is our duty to provide the means of education for this third
class as well as for the other two. If we take the lask-named of this
third class, I Nwouîd ask-,-Is not the study of Language at least of e9 ual
importance with the study of Geology and other like Sciences? The
study of M'ýai's speech should have a paramiount interest for man. By
it -%e have learned more of peoples, Ancient and 'Medieval, than fromn
monuments iii stone or bronze, and the study of history is found te, be
greatly affcted b3' considering the growth of language among different
nations. New wants need new words. I think it is Archbishýop Trench
who lias pointed out the marvellous change in language, arising out of
Christianity.

« Pardon me for this long dissertation. I bave been drawn into it by
my interest ini the subject, for I fear thue effeet of the popular cry of
' throwing Classies to the dogs' in this so-called practical age. And yet
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