UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA REVIEW 157

1/

ing to prominent Germans, the hypoerisy of the British press
and British statesmen in this direction exasperate themn even more
than by plain-spoken intentions. It reminds some of them who
have read Punch — and Punch has a great irculation in Ger-
many — of a picture drawn by Reginald Cleaser some ten years
ago. A doughter is pleading with her middle-aged mother in
the Park: ““Alother, why mayn’t I go to the ball?’’ The mother
replies: ““My dear, I have been through ail that sort of thing,
and now see the vanity of it all.”> And the daughter: ““Bat,
mayn’t T see the vanity too?”’

Question of the House of Tords: W. S. Lilly—The very
reason for the existence of the House of Lords should be that it
should not be swayed by popular passion, that it shoulid be “*above
ihe vulgar range of low desire.”” Unquestionably. the Ilouse of
Commons must continue to be what it has been for long years,
the predominant fcature in the constitution. Unquestionably, as
predominant power it musi retain an effective control of the na-
tional purse. But to be the predominant power is one thing; o
be the unchecked power is quiie another. The functions of an
TUpper Chamber must be chiefly corrective and suspensory; but
if composed of men of light and leading, all holding their posi-
tions for life, by an independent tenure, it might well be a pioneer
1o lead the nation on the path of truc progress.

Is There a Conservative Party 7: J. A. Marriott. — It is ~om-
mon ground that political parties are, {0 an unusnal extent. in
a condition of disintegration. TPolitieal health depends 2 the
preservation of a due halanee in the party, between the integrat-
ing and disinlegrating clements. Bui there are times when the
latier acquire a predominance which scems permanenily to
threaten and dees temporarily destroy the parviy fabrie itsclf.
Bevond all dispute. such a time is the present. To emphasize the
fact would be to labour a commonplace. The essenee of modern
conservalism was never more felicitously expressed than in the
adoption of the watchword. “Tmperium ef libertas.”™ Both are
seriously threatened. The first, by negleet of the primary duly
of self-defence. by reliance upon the foolish vaporings of amiable
enthusiasts; by the active hostility of the assailants of the Union:
and above all. by indifierence {o the manifest hopes and ambi-
tions of the Oversea Dominions. Tn regard to all these poinis,
the duty of the conservaiive party is at onee obvious and gener-
ally recognized.

““‘Joseph Raydn, the Story of His Life,”” translated from the
German of Franz Von Seeberg, by the Rev. J. M. Taohey. C.S.C.



