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TWO VIEWS 0F LADY MACBETH.
R~SOVE)-'That Lady Mal--clhcth 'as a greater criinial thail

lier hutsbanid. "

A PLEA FOR THE AFFIRIMATIVE.

Since the beginningo of the wvorld, wonman lias ever assunied a
* l~cIir.v oIe thre~iUi timie whe-n she and the serpent joined to

introduce crime into the uznivei.Ye she lias participated in many a
* decd, crood bad and indifferent.

Shie lias set exaniples of thc greatest virtue, yet bas ofteii re-
îîewed her aid evil alliance formied ini the Garden of Eden. Lovers
have raved of lier beauty, while plîilosoplîers have raited at bier
vaiîity. Iu fact her wliole bistory is a chronicle of contradictions.
In ane age slie is the fair and beau teous Helen; inianother the mild
and grentie Esthier. As cither, slie lias exerted an influence for
ga,-od or evil an the records of men aiîd suites iii evcrv clime.

From tlw. tinie of Homer, poets have deliglîteci in partrayinc-
the different sides of her cliaracter. Our own imniortal Slîakes-
peare wvas sa skilled ini this art that Ruskin lias exclainied,
"Shîakespeare has noa heroes, hie lias only hieroines."

In lus Portia, bis Rosalind, his Lady Macbethi, bis Oplielia,
lus Juliet, he lias pictured the sex in an inimitable style. Perhiaps
of bis nunieraus cluaracters, none is sa intecrestingr, yet at tlîe same
timie Sa repellant as is that of Lady Mac6etli. lIi it 've sec reflect-
ed the niind of a wanian, wlîase wvamanly feelings are sa abscured
by ber unscrupulous, ambitiaus nature as ta render ber ain abject
af liarror ratlîer than of pity. Slîe exerts tie subtie powver a ivo-
m:uî11 lias over the man tlîat loves lier, ta induce lier lîusbaîîd ta
commit tue most horrible of crimes. Xliere w'e xwould expcct lier
ta act as a clheck, a restraint, on himn, we find ber instead. prompt-
ing, encauraing-, and almost forcinîg himn iuta evil acts.

]3efore describing lîow Lady Macbeth brougtauticîur

der ai D)uncan let us first recaîl the nianner of mati lier hiusband
'vas. Macbelh wvas anc of tlîe noblest mcen and bravest warriors
in Scatland, esteeined and lionored by tlie King, adniired anid
respcctcd by lus equals, and generally rcgarded as the suc-
cessor ta tlue thirone on Duxîcan's cleath, an event that in the or-


