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lZbou ILorb, bae mabe nie glab tbroîîtjb Cbi
WQrk. 3 Wit triUMPb tn tbe worhe of tbp
banlb-s.-.xc'iI.4.

0 otve tbanhe unto tbe %Orb, for 1)e tg
ooob; for 1tti3nîercp enbUrCtb for Cver.-Ps.
cvii. i.

W E are pleased to be able ta announce to our
many readers that Rev. Principal Caven,

who for some days past has been confined ta bis
house, ivas on Monday able to drilve down ta the
College, althaugh nat yet allowed to resume bis
work.

TAN MACLAREN says that the only character
jin his last book drawn from lite is the one the

critics unite i describing as " impossible."1 Mark
Twain once said that a criti cal audience applauded
him all through bis lecture until he came ta the
first truth and then they hissed him.

DR. ROBERTSON NICOLL of the Britisli
J'Vakly, the discoverer of Ian Maclaren,

Barre, Lyall and other brilliant writers, has just
made a discovery that eclipses al bis former efforts.
Writing tai his journal from this side of the water
he says that «"Americans are modest in their views
about the future of their country ! "

T HE rnost discouraging feature in Canadian
national life ta-day is the rush that is made

for every small office in the Dominion or in any
of the Provinces, and aften made by men who a few
years ago would not have taken the position as a"
gift. Either Canadians are losing their seif-reli-
ance or Canada has came ta the verge of coin-
inercial rmin.

DR. MARCUS DODS is rather severe on Ian
DMaclarents Iast book. One of bis criticisms

is that the il raciness is canstantly on the edge of
farce " and socnetimes goes over the edge. There
is no hard and fast Uine between raciness and farce.
That which seems veiry broad ta the seveýe taste of
Dr. Dods or of Principal Cayeu may be quite
pleasant reading for some other faîrly go0d men.

HiE amazing hold that ecclesiastical and religi-T ous questions have on the Scotch mind niay
be learned from the fact that Ian Maclaren, Barrie
and Crockett have got an the highest rung in litera-
ture by writifig on such questions. May not
Scotland's influence be accounted for in part by
the training Scotchmen get in connection with the
Church. The discussion of Cburch topics may
not always be profitable, and certainly it is flot
always pleasant, but wrestling with Church prob-
lemns seems to give 'men mare brain power than
dealing with prablcmýs of any other kind.

THE CANADA ?RESIWTERIANY.

F OR.years after confederatian Sir John Mac-
donald was opposed to maklng any change

inte arrangement by which the churches name a
Thanksgiving Day. One reason he gave was that
the Dominion is a large country with varied inter-
ests and while a day of thanksgiving mîight bethe
right thing in one place a day af humiliation might
be the proper tbing in another. Did the hon.
gentleman sec that a day appointed by the Govern-
ment would soon lapse into a niere national holi-
day ?_ _ _ _ _ _

~OLLAR WHEAT " would help greatiy to
Il wipe out the deficits in our church accovints.

Increased consecratian on the part af the member-
ship would hclp stili more. But with business as it
now is, or soon wiIl be, and the spiritual lite ai the
Church a- it naw is, there would flot be a dollar of
debt an any schemc if ail the people contributcd
ta the support af the schemes. The Church courts
meet and secin ta be willing ta do anything rather
than grapple with the gaps ini the financiai columns
af the Blue Book.

T HiE relîgious journals on the other side of the
line are ritaking pathetic appeals ta, their

readers asking them, now that the election is over,
ta resume their church work and give some atten-.
tion ta, the salvation of souls. It would. seem as if
aIl religous work bad stopped during the excite-
ment. We bave a gond deai of politics to the acre
in Canada but beyond thte priests in Quebec and
the proiessional Ilworkers " very iew people allow
an election ta interfere with their church duties.
Nobody could tell by the appearance of a congre-
gation the Sabbath before polling that an election
was going on.

W E read flaoeing reports af a great work that
is said ta be goïng on in some of the

chiurches of Pfiiladelphia and New York. The list
of ministers, evangelists, professîonal sîngers and
specialîsts ai variaus kinds that have been asked ta
take part in Philadelphia almost fils a calumn. If
the Presbyterian millionaries ai New York and
Phîladeiphia would put down a few hundred thou-
sands ta, undo the "cut" that bas been made iu the
salaries ai the Home missianaries in the West,
sensible people might conclude that the movement
in these cities means something more than suz-h
niovements olten mean.

ALARGE deputation waited upon the Ontario
AGovernment last week and suggested sanie

changes in the license law. Most ai the changes
if'adopted may be useful, but they ail proced upan
the assumption that the seller of liquor iiswholly
responsible for the evils et intemperance. A very
ordinary lcnowledge oi Canadian society should
convince any fair rman that no small part, and the
very worst part af t he evils is èaused by men who
lead P'oung men and weak men iuta drinking
places and induce them to, drink. If Mr. Hardy in
bis new bill can strike a blow at'these seducers, he
will do much more effective work than by merely
changing the hatirs during which liquor may be
legally sold.

Ob, tbat mlen woulb iraise tbe %Orb for
lbti iloobtiess, anb for 1btz wonberful worbe
to tbe cbtlbrein of uen.-Ps. cvii. 8.

THANJ<ESGIVING.

THANKSGIVING DAY is a glad season for
ail and should therefore be a welcome one.

it s again upon us with its many happy associa-
tions, and memaries of joy and giadness and its cali'
for devout feeling and gratitude ta the Giver of al
goad. Thanksgiving Day does not bi any means
signify that this exercise is to be confined or al
compressed into this ane day. It ought to be, and in
every right constituted mind thanksgiving is the
permanent note, anc of the fundamentai and all-
pervadîng laws oi life. The appointment and
observance ai a national day only furnishes an
occasion for a defin ite and visible expression ai
national thanksgiving, provides a culminating point
for the thanksgiving of-the whole people ta, risc to.

Novifflitt -5tb, 1896.

The senseoi dependerîce is universal, and so
also is the consciousness af support andi providen.
tial care, from somte quarter external ta ourselves,
and there is thus provided lu the heart af everv
rational being a ground for the grateful acknw.
ledgment af and thanksgiving for kindnesses be.
stowed upon us. While even the lowest lu the
scalc of human beiiigs are capable- ai and do
exercise the feeling of gratitude and thankiuiness,
it partakes of a higher and nobler charactèr accord-
ing as aiiy people risc in thie scale af being, ln intelli-

gec rright and especially af Christian feeling.
ln the Christian heart thanksgiving riscs up spon.
tancously and rejoîcingly, and assume:; its highest
foroe, correspanding indeed closely ta that of those
lofty intelligences who stand always in the Divine
presence, and ail whose service is anc long and glad
service ai thanksgîving.

What a mighty advance it marks in a people
when, irom blind graplng after same bcing whom
ta, make the object ai their thanksgiving, they have
risen ta, the cîcar and joyiui recognition af anc
living, pure, personai Being who is *felt. and knawn
as Creator,' Provider, and above ail Father, not ar
anc people, race or nation oniy, but ai the whole
human famlly. The feeling af thankfulness is
greatly dcepened when this great Being is rcgarded
not simply as Creator and Provider in a general.
f ense, but also as decply and minutety interested
in men as His children, and in guiding and watch-
ing over them with wise and tender care. This is
the Christian d6ctrine and gîves a special character
ta, the thanksgiving ai a Christian people. It isnfot
by blind chance or according ta the action of somne
unreasonîng law that we are provided for, that aur
life proceeds as it does from day ta day, but because
we are the ýhildren ai God, and are the abjects af
His continuai care and wisdom and love. And the
thought that thîs care and love extend beyond aur
present physical wants, and this bnif'life, and in
Christ reach to that bighcr lufe which the Chris-
tian lives, and ta the future which he hopes and
expets ta spend with God, makes bis thanksgiving
servce ane ai the hîghest ai al acts oai warshîp,
like ta tbat ai those who are even now in the pre.
sence ai God, anà praise, and serve Him day and
night without.ceasing.

If, howcver, for the present we confine aur at-
tention ta, nationaj thanksgiving for national
mercies, they are great and abundant. Witbout
iooking abroad and .comparing or contrasting aur
circumstances with those ai other people or nations,
as the key ta and the condition ai the enjaying af
sa rnany other blessings, the frcedaru af aur people
ironi any prevailing epidemic, the enjoynient by so
large a proportion ai them ai health, is a plain and
nianifest cause for thanksgiving. It is common-
place, we know, ta say this, but is it not truc and a
thing ta, be thankful for, that aur best niercies are
commonpiace in that they are within the reach of
and enjoyed by ail ? The salubriousness of aur
climate and aur growing knowledge ai the laws ai
health afford ground for hope that the fact we have
mentioned will long and often iurnish cause for
thanksgiving as the day annually cames round.

Again, as in so many former years, aur land bas
yielded an abundance ai food for man and beast,
s0 that anything likc a large ciass of our people suf-
feing froin want needs not bc ieared. And the
fact ai this abundance not only ai food, but ail the
good tbings afi lue, being sa generally and uniform-
ly distributcd amangst us, sa that there is as littie
aimost as we cani hope ta have ai social discontent
and inequality, is indeed a ground for thankfuiness.
We are îu this way spared and we rnay long de-
sire ta ke from a cause af national danger now s0
rufe in many lands. The dawning, according ta

general opinion, ai wbat we cal"'better tumes,»
and the prospect opening s0 fast ai ncw and ail
but exhaustless sources af wealth in aut. mines, are
af their kind just causes for tbankfulness ta Hum
wbo bas lu ail the respects alluded ta given us such a
goodly besitage

Ncxt ta favourable physical conditions as mat-
ters for sincere and devout thanksgiving,,we are
placed ina equaily favorable circunistances #or social,
civil and politicai, well-being. These touch a
higber part ai aur nature and give ground for stili
greater thankiulncss. Vcry mucb depends upon
these for the enjoyment af ife lu its nobler farns,
and for making a people who shalt take a.worthy
place amangthe nations. Consideringthe.difficul.
ties ivbich beset our young nation, samte of wlik, ai
a racial and religious kind, are formidable cnough,
the comparatively smal 1amoaunt. ai friction, the
suiooth and harmonious working upop thé,whole


