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E Senator Cameron's resolution for the recog-ia nition of the independence of' the so-calledj Republic of Cuba wiIl come before the Senate
tf lie United States after the Christmas

If. our newspaper despatches can le credited,lU4nis one of sentiment rather than of policy,'
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4' OUGMA. Convocation:

11tR's. A proposai. to shorten Trinity Term, with
the lengtliening of the Michaelrnas Term by

4qe beginning lectures earlier in October as anPr~t Ot'od condition, is now under consideration by the%Z:tauthoriies The undergraduate body lias flot beenP0 ledin the inatter or they would have been able to
t,8ea change much supe rior to thé one proposed. TheId%~ ee nder consideration is by no means an original

ý4Ith alld has several possibilites in it, chiefly in connectionýé fltba1l. The opening of College earlier would place*4 ÇIQ requal footing with the other colleges in thefo~ sr the football supremacy, but would leave us atIlltV 1Vatag in our struggle with the Christmas exam-
SAt present they are a sufficient hight on the

e8vaaion and hover like a dark, forbiddingnit th glory of the Christmas and New Year fes-Te'ý. o lengthen the time for lectures is to prolong8%1Yand increase the nurnber of the lost souls which
1i the depths of intellectual despondency whenajoers have plough ed and made long f urrows. " Now, a~ttr scheme would be to begin the year at Easter,

î 8horter. examination in the hot weatlier, and leave4nan1~l harrow until just before the Easter vaca-beail the world is gray :id gloomy, with a nice,944, drt y coating of slimy mud that offers few induce-e
Outdoor peregrinations and but little distraction 1ýeYb si Who wants a liard grind in June when the 1brh, attractive blue and the Humnber looks anybu t

edha atural unless one is afloat on it with a well-E,,,per stowed snugly aboard, and two or three eWs' to enjoy it and the fresh, crisp air? But ofs
ilare ideal theories to a Corporation, since it liascOr t>o a University whicli is scarcely corporate?

ufit IUt have summer grinds let us have tliem in the tbY a411 means.

and seems likely to be considered in that liglit by the
Executive. However strongly the resolution may be sup-
ported in both Huses, even if carried unanimously, itwill merely represent the opinion of the people of theAmerican Republic and cannot, except at the pleasure ofthe President, become operative. Secretary Olney is re-ported to have said : "The resolution, if passed by theSenate, can probably be regarded only as an expression ofopinion by the eminent gentlemen who vote for it in theSenate, and if passed by the bouse of Representatives onlycéan be rega rded as another expression of opinion by thýeeminent gentlemen who vote for it in the bouse. Thepower to recognize the so-called Republic of Cuba as anindependent State rests exclusively with the Executive."
It is on occasions like this that the marked contrasts be-tween the British Constitution and that of the An-erican
Republic are brouglit out. A bill, resolved that the inde-pendence of any power be recognized, passed by both theCommons and the bouse of Lords by a large majority, asthis resolution seems likely to be, would not be hastilyvetoed bybHer Majesty, and the suggestion througli an officiaisource, that even if passed, the measure should flot receivethe officiai sanction would be received with astonishment
and incredulity. Jndeed, sucli a resolution passed by bothHouses would express the will and sentiment of the peopleand, as such, would almost of necessity become operative;whule in this instance it is f reely stated that a great manyof the Senators and Representatives will vote for the reso-
lution against their better judgment for the purpose ofcurrying favour with their constituents, since they knowthat the chances are very small that the advice so tenderedthe Executive wiIl be accepted under the present aspect ofthe situation. It is, perhaps, in such paradoxical situations
to which the Constitution of the American Republic givesrise, that the reason rnay be found for mucli of the bom-hast and extravagance, mucli of the courageous, belligerent
blustering in whicli American S'enators and Congressmen
are wont so f reely to indulge. Senator Lodge and Senator
Mills are, of course, to the fore in supporting this resolu-
tion which is at present affecting the New York stock ex-change and American credit abroad mucli more materially
than it affects eitlier the Cubans or the Spaniards.

REMJNISCENCES.
The great Carlyle bas told us-witli even excessive reit-eration-that there are two kinds of men who are honour-able, although in different degrees; the first is the hero,the second is the hero-worshipper, " Without are dogs."Every one wlio is not the one or the other is of the canaille.Carlyle was not always right, but lie was generaîîy right;and lie is righ t here. "'No man is a hero to lis valet dechambre-to lis flunky," is the reply. Yes, answers thesage, but that is because the latter is a flunky; it is flot be-

cause there are no heroes.
Hience it is that among the most valuable contributions

to literature are the reminiscences of the great ones of theearth, recorded by the lesser ones, wlso have had at leastthe power of recognizing the great. It is for this reasonthat we must regard Carlyle's estimate of Boswell, thebiographer of Johinson, as flot merelv more generous, butmore just Vlan that of Macaulay. Boswell waR by nomeans a contemptible sort of person; lie had in him thiepower of reoognizing the greatness of anotiier mian, and ac.
çgrdingly17 bI h given us the be6t~ biograpliy ever written


