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itscif open to criticisin on the vcry points with respect to which it lias
ijeen ia> nucht assailed.

The ,actial " -.ttle of" tlie books" %wbich S' if't lins so l.idlicrouisly
travv.stied, or :ý( %vittiIv tleci ibcd, origiuatcd iii anl alusion of' Sir
Wnm. Tcnl',iii one of* Lis wvorks, to the El itles of 'lilatris," as
if' thlev wcre gcraaiine, atd iaot the jaroduiction of'z writer in the alecliai.
in- lige u' Gr-ck literaitaîî. Paîbli.,hlea iucî.cain. of' Sir Wrnij
TLînIII'S 11o0,e. a a ider thlc Ite ri a y Baflttrsii ;a o t'Chairles Boayle, lifter-
ivard, Ear. -,t Orrery, wh in iiis prel'aee exjarebscd liîeU~anwaa
bitterly uaiîhist Bcîaley, flae celebratd cholar andl eritiu, the latter
attacked tic said Ejaistle,, iLUt' proed thcîu iu the nuost trhiamphaiit
matiiier, to be a f'orgery, repa%-ing tlie coinplinîcîatary laaygaaage l'es-
peetitag lim.hIf', %vitilit laîîguîîg. eqiiial coinpli ment ary, or t!,u reverse,
respecting Sir Wixn. Temple. Atterbury anid Svil*t -;.,i l'ope and
G4ardl. and M.iddlcton rallied to the rcscuc of' Sir )Vin., and 5w ift'i
"faîtle oftheUi Book's" %vas tlle rcstult.

The cotitroeirsy regardiug the said Episties, howvvr, is, afier aIl,
but al side ibsaic iii thc larger question as to ilac comparati' e aierits o
aneient and modern -.vriîcrs, bo k-enly %vagcd ait thait tiiane. P>errault
in France, and Wotion iit Eiagland, maintained tlec daims of* tie
modems, Iaroceediiig, it wvould s5ceau lîpun tlîc opinion of Bacon, that
the moderts arc truly the aucients, là liiing at an older date of' the
worid's Iiisiory, and fiaving ail the additionai experience, and the ac-
cumulatcd wisdoi, of tiat more taavaiieed epocli. Sir Wimn. Temple
replies ta> Wotton iii lis - Essay on wucient aud modern lcarniug," and
it is, w licu do.iug so, as %Ve liaC LOtiCCe, Oinat the Ep-stles of Pliadaris
are qaaioieal as au inastanace in point, aud inu aîoaîr ot* tie ancients. It
is ini eqliflîg thc Epistles againi, that Boyle offers those ofrensive
strictiaies ilaich pro'.oked Bentley's criticisin on the geuuiucuess of
the nork alluded to. Sueli %vas the state of the controveisy wvleu
bwift str.kes iu wvith lais efFective irony-making the main battle to be
betwcen tic ancients anal the nmoderns-as to %vili of thcm mnust be
aecoruled the ligher dlaim to distiuction-aud Bentlcy's attack, ona
IPhalaris is but ait episode in the gcncral melée. St. Jauin,-s' Library,
ofvwich Bciatley 'vas the ICeeper, is tie field of blnoaly conflict. 'rht
eontcst is descrîbed w itli ail the accompaaiints-uot omittiug tht
IDeais ex ~ mncin o'ace t rf'ire. It is almost superflaious ti

s-ay tiat the irontical production is elîaracterizcal by ail Switt'seckverness.
]ais irrebistiLle humour, and genitine wit, aud by :t touch <ai' poelry,
tauglat, we lim e nio doîabt, froîn thec prc.ximity inito w hjici the author's
mind is brou-ght witit Ilomer anad lais fictiois, %vlaich -i% s a grave to tilis
book of Svift's, flot rccoguized in any of lais other productions. The
way iii Nlaich tic uncicuts gain ic vieîory-llomer and Piuudar and
Plato and Aristotle anal Euelid anal Herodottis and Livy ana l lippe-
crates, hcading respectivcly the licaiy cavalry, the li.,Lt liorse, the
bowmen, the engineecring eomupany, the footmen, thc diauguons-aal
the catsy mantuer in wlîiel they put 1hors de combal' their opl-uicts-
is given wvitlî great bpirit aud is irresistibly ludierous. fleiitley anal
Wotton, after the maînner of Homcr's heroes, range the field in que 1


