TME {ARYEST MOUSE. as1

parts are white ; the ears are short and rounded ; the tail is rather
shorter than the body. The length of the head and body is two
inches six lines, The nest of the Harvest-Mouse is « very singular
construction ; it is usnally suspended on some growing vegetable, a
thistle, a beanstalk, or some adjoining stems of wheat, with which
it rocks and waves in the wind ; but, to prevent the young from
being dislodged by any violent agitation of the plant, the parent
closes up the entrance so uniformly with the whole fabric, that the
real opening is with difficulty found. The nest is most artificially
platted, and composed of blades of wheat nearly round, and about
the size of a cricket-ball ; it is so compact and well closed that it
can be rolled across a table without being injured.

The Rev. W. Bingley, in his Memoirs of British Quadrupeds, has
the following very interesting remarks, illustrating the habits of an
mdxvxdual for some time kept alive in his possession. ¢ About the
middle of September, 1804, I had a female harvest-mouse given
to ‘me. When there was no noise, she would venture to come ont
of her hiding place at the extremity of the cage, and climb about
among the wires of the open part before me. In doing this, ¥ re-
marked that her tail was prehensile, and that, to render her hold
the more secure, she generally coiled the extremity of it round one
of the wires. The toes of all the feet were particularly long and
flexile, and she could grasp the wires very firmly with any of them.
She frequently rested on her hind feet, somewhat in the manner
of the jerboa, for the purpose of looking about her, and in this atti~
tude could extend her body at such an angle as at first greatly sur-
prised me. She was a beautiful little amma], and her various
attitudes in cleaning her face, head, and body, with her paws, were
peculiatly graceful and elegant.

One evening, as I was sitting at my writing-desk, and the animal
was playing about in the open part of its cage, 2 larrre blue fly hap-
pened to buzz against the wires; the little creature, although at
twice or thrice the distance of her own length from it, sprang along
the wires with the greatest agxht) and would certainly have seized
ity had the space betwixt the wires been sufficiently wide to have
admitted her teeth or paws to reach it. Iwas surprised at this oc-
currence, as I had been led to believe that the harvest-mouse was
merely a granivorous animal. I caught the fly, and made it buzz
in my fingers against the wires. The mouse, though usually shy
and timid, immediately came out of her hiding-place, and, running
to the spot, seized and devoured it. From this time I fed her with
insects whenever I could get them ; and she always preferred them
to every other kind of food that I offered her. When this mouse
was first put into her cage, a piece of fine flannel was folded up
into the dark part of it as a bed, and I put sume grass and bran into
the large open part. In the course of a few days all the grass was



