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parts are wvhite ; the ears are short and rounded *; the tail is ratiier
shorter than the body. The leng-th of the hcad and body is two
inches sixlines. The nest of the Harvest-Moiise is a verysingular
construction ; it is ulsually suspendcd cil sorne growing vegetable, a
thistle, a beanstalk, or some adjoining stems of wvheat, wvith which
it rocks and wvaves in the -%vind ; but, to prevent the young from
being dislodged by any violent agitation of the plant, the parent
closes up the entrance so uniforxnly wvith the wvhole fabric, that the
reàl openîng is with difflctilty found. The îîest is most artificially
platted, and composed of blades of wvheat nearly round, and about
thiî size of a cricket-bal; it is so compact and wveli ciosed, that, it
can be rolied across a table wvithout bein g injured. ç

The ev. . Bigley, in his Memoirs of British Quadrues a
the foliowing very interesting remarks, illustrating the habits of an
individuai for some timne kept alive in his possession. "cAb.6ut the
middle of September, 1804, 1 liad a femnale liarvest-mouse given
to -me. When there wvas no noise, she wvould venture to carne ont
of ier hidirig place at the extremity of the cage, and climb about
among the %V*ires of the open part before me. lu doing this, 1 re-
marked that her tail wvas prehensile, and that, to render hér holci
the- more secure, she generaily coiied the extremity of it round one
of the wires. The toes of ail the feet were particularly Iong and
flexile, and she couid 'grasp the wires very firmnly with any of thern.
She frequentiy rested on her Ilind feet, somewhat in the nianner
of the jerboa, foi the purpose of looking about hex', and in this atti-
tude could extend lier body at such. an angle as at flrst greatly sur-
prised me. She wvas a beautiful littie animal, and her varions
attitudes in cleaning hier face, head, and body, -with her p.avs, were
peeuiiarly graceful and elegant.

One evening, as 1 wvas sitting at my wvriting-desk, and the animal
wvas playingy about in the open part of its cage, a large bine fiy hap-
penied to buzz against the wvires; the littie creature, aithougli at
twice or thrice the distance of lier own length from. it, sprang alon-
the wires wvith the greatest agility, and wvou1d certainly have seized
it, had the space betwîixt the xvires beeui sufficiently wide to have
admitted lier teetli or paws to reacli it. 1 was surprised at this oc-
currence, as I hiad been led to believe thlat the liarvest-mouse ivar
rnerely a granivorous animai. 1 caught the fly, and made it buza.
in my fingers against the wvires. The mouse, thougli usually shy
and timid, immediately camne out of hier hiding-place, and, running
to, the spot, seized and devoured it. From, this time 1 fed her with
insects iwhenever 1 could get them; and she alwvays preferred them
to every cither kind of food that 1 offered her. When this mouse
wvas first put into lier cage, a piece of fine fiannel ;vas folded .up
into the dark part of it as a bed, and 1 put some grass and bran into
the large open part. In the course of a few days ail the grass %vas


