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but iml)erialisln ]asted far * to the Christianî centuiries, for
the doctrine of the divinte Aghit of kings, thougli badly
scotede( is itot yet altogether dead. These two factors, the
imperialistic idea, and the Orekl .philosophly of divine neces-
sity, lie at the basis of more tlîan onec systelm of tlîeology,
-wvhese ordinary v'otaries trouble theinscives littie with philos-
opliy and Oriental polity-.

Christ revealed God ini the hiighiest. fIec came not as an
emperor, but as the servant of the lord prophesied of by

Isllas the prophet foretold by Moses, as the only pricst and
perfect sacrifice. I-is doctrine spi-ead*throiughIoiit tli-. Roman
Empire, still au absolutisin, but an absolutism aceordiiîîg to
law. Thie emiperor -tvaes suprerne la-iju dge and execu-
tire. So Isaiah hiad said of ûod,) xxxiii.ý ,92. "For the Lord
is our judge, the Lord is oiir lawgiver, the Lord is otirki<"
but lie added thiereto w'hiat no Romian emiperor founid to fit
these thiree functions, nanmely, "Hie mriIl save iis." Had prom-
inence beeiî giv'en to that last and ]uost important clause, mauly
dry aiîd inisleading thieological w\-orkhs wvould not have been
writteii. Tlie ideais of IRonman la-%N' aund justice entered irito
Mails conception of God and the Godhiead. Tiey accen-
tuated, at least in westerni thîeology, a special. funiction of
divinity in relation to man. Coupled w'ith the idea. of abso-
lutism, they muade God absolutely irresponsible, and laid mnar

at is eetdesitue o ai ~gts and incapable of thiat self-
justification whichi was allow'ed to the afflicted pairiiircli of
Uz and the Psainists, Zacehlaclus, ani even, tle strict PRontan,
Paull. Irlîese new ideas dev,,eloped the person.ality of God, and
gfave definiitiveness, though in the line of harshiness, to, Ris
moral attributes. Althoughi thiey introduced *somethling ap-
proaching auithropomnorphismn, unwarranted by the Languag
Of Christ, tieýY, ait thle same time, remnoved thre Fatfier alinost
as far away froni the heart rif mari as did Gxreek-, philosophy.
A systeni Of juistice, it could not explain temporal judgrnents,
any more than the book of Job, or tihe exaruples of pilaýte's
Ga11lan victims, and t1lose of thre tower lu Siloami Augrustine,
old Rloman as hoe w'as, shows this inconsistency in his De Oivit-


