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THE PULPIT.

THE CONVERSION 0F THE PHILIPPIAN JAOLER.

"Aliiid~ iiil!lit I>î'al iaii Sila igéf ji! Ciliai Nm iau /0 Goul: ,,nm the'
pnsO)ii'i'1se( P/îP lci A>dsaîûi there n'as (i riot ea rt/iqike, so (Ioa (ithe ' ilo'dbI

iionsao the lii'?riso îîîî s/Le ami ii ela rlill the <loors î"',,e opeterdu, (lil cti?'
o»e"s1 1tain/s i l oow<i. Amnl the keepjer of the- ;ri<on a nal.in of n hi.1 .4i-ej

h(,,;hi Jnisoî u ioosoen, lie driru out lu urî,ai nd haid 1e il/cil lîiuelli,
iunpo ifg(ii (lue /u'SOi-mi enf'ii le'. iJit Pl>ie 'il-d aiti louimi rie,, a,îillg*

Do ilîe/;'ll) >10 iii » oi '-e (,).( ail lucre. T/ici> lied-lfor a lilhm, #,ilii sprawl ill,
(iii»i- came iimb/ing, «mii (ii 1i in lue/be Pî'1<ii Si/ax, a» oiid 1 (h-, alit, M~
sali, îir, iliba nén( 1 i/o (o lie siilIAnul (Iiefl sai, Belieie on tha emJi5

GhLq int (hoit shait lie Navii, iîîî thq lions'ý." -Acts xvi. 25 -31.

This i-s one of thae mcist atlècting, and instructive iiari'atives in the
inspired history. For, thieir fidehitv in pralii ChiriFt ami thle resUrl
rection, Paul and Silos are iînprisoined Iîy thie ilagistrates of Philipp",

le jaoler is commnande(l to keep tbieil safely ; wbo, biaving receivE('
suchi a cli , , tlîrtsts thern ilito thie imier prison, and tbeir feet are
mla(le fatst in the stocks. At niidniglit tkere is an eo.-rtliçuo.k( th'
toundations of tile prison are shlaken - iinrnediatelv aHl the doors are
opeiied, anîd e'very man's bands are loose(l. The keeper of tile prisoflî
finding tile (bars oedasls swvor(l to kýljI hirnself, sulpposing- the
prisoners had lied. Paul cries withi a loud voice, _Do thiyseif no harl
for we are ail liera. Tiieni lie calis foi' a liglit. and cornes; in, aîîd
trenî1 liligly asks thot iinost nmonentous question : Wliat mlust I (Io to b
saved ?,Paul and Silos iîrediatelv reply : Ielieve on the Lord JeSU5

Clirist, anid tlîou suai t lie saved, and tliy biouse." Froiii tis iiarrativýe,
the followingr las n i boyle learîîcd:

1 (od rami, make thée very uipposit ioni of mu'»ý (o t/he irîrdih Cont;'iomte /0

Bv tlie imîprisoiiinîent of Poul and Silos, the maigisti'ates of Phi1ipT'
flattné'ed tlieinselves thiat they w-ould arreut tile progrcss of thie Gospel f
that eity. 'Chair very opposition, hiowever, was tile means of effectiflg
oéîe of the îmîost gbIorious triuîîîphs wbici thle CGospel ce er ac'lîîvcd. SO
that it is oiltogcthcrt a vain tliing foi 'Satai, amid bis eisaesto tIi 1 k
that thiey coni stop fle progres of' truthi !)y their niîaligwint oppositiî
Crod cali muaka( <'vcii "' lime wrothi <uon, "a " " lase' Ilim. Ifaail
efforts to crusil Mordecai were tb means of lus péro-motionl. Satff
thiouglit to secu1ra bis iétercst in the world I) lima crucifi-xion, of ch'irist

bmut yet timat wvas buie way to destroy lus power aui k--inglorni. le
thoughit bo stop tile progress of Chlristianity in, lie eorly ageb tiv rril»Z
lup a Iiersec1ttioi o'ralimst bile Cbristians in Jerutsalern, but tl'tws .S
tbe wvay to scatter tlmein ahriioaid, to s0w the seed of Divine trulu il'91

lands. Rie thougbit bo bura up the Protestanit IieforînabIiol, in 1Bribiai,
three biunered yeors ogo, luy kiémlim, thle tires of persecubion, buit that

wa just the way to proîagate lt. ' My advice to voin," smid an i Frua'
to Cardinol Beaton, "is bîmal, for tie future, yoit buriî these hieretics il, l0e
celiors, beca usa tlie rcek of Patrick. I-amniltoiî's bm-ningý bias infected
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