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for the shadow of the foi-est, that pertains to the romiantie sim-
plicity of our squatter stage off infancy, from which we emerge
as fast as possible into the clearing we have hiewn out of it."

We have mnade greater strides from the squatter stage of our
infancy thian could have been dreamned of at the timie this extract
%vas written, but if our lakof love for the f'orest, and the
poetic beauties of nature grencrally, wvere to be deplorcd then, by
hiow muchi the miore is it now ? F or, withi added wealth hias
thiere corne greater desire for-, ând strivingr after, such higher
things?

Our educational systein shares the general titilitarian ten-
dencv. The nemesis of a solid, ÉoundIly-developingr education,
the terminating examinati'n, appears to be permnanently
establishied. The attempt is made to crowd too many matters
into too short a time. And the mnechanical systemi, togethier
withi the general materialistie tendency, ciinnot but check the
originality andl imaginative qualities in the pupils.

This introduction miay seein to be somnevhat greneral for
the subjeet of Canadian poetry and poets, but every factor in
the life of the people appears throughi ail its activities. We
must first knov the sQil, we inust have clearlv before us the
conditions of national life, before we are fully prepared to un-
derstand the flow'er of its literature, its poetry.

In takingr up Canadian poetry with regpard to its individual
representatives, it would seem fitting to commence wvith the
naine of fir3t renowvn. By conon consent, Charles G. Douglas
]Roberts is hield to be, our chief singer'. This reputation is sus-
tained both by the highl quality and the e-xtent of his wvork. fie
hias publishied four books of poetry, «'Orion and Othier IPoemns,"
<C In Divers Tones," «"Songs o? the Common Day," and « The
Book o? the Native ": and, as hie is stili a young man, a brilliant
future seems to lie before him.

Mr. Roberts was until recently a professor of literature in
King's College, Nova Scotia. fie is the son o? an Englishi Church
clergyman, and wvas boru and spent his youth in the seashiore
county o? Westmoreland. The scenery o? his early life made
a deep impression on the poet's mind; and the cool, green
plains of Tantrainar constantly recur throughout, Ms verse.

The chie£ part of Mr. Robert's poetry is ?ounded on bis love
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