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GHOSTS, WIZARDS, MND0
WITOHES.9

TTNDER this heading we gave ln Our last issue
U several interesting extracte from an article
which appeared in a late number of the IlDublin
University Magazine.") . We proceed te continue
these extracts, premising tliat we have now tob
deal more with ciCredu1itZ" than with Wlzards
or Witches:,e

One Ofthte Most renowned of the wizards ofa
Ille middle ages was Michael Scott, of Balwearie,
cOmMmorated in glowing verse by bis name-.
sake ln the"I Lay of the Last Minstrel."1

Amongot the numerous and well attested
legcnds connected with Sir Michael Scott, WCe
find it stated that when sent on an embassy to
obtain from the King of France satisfaction for
certain piracies committed by bis subjects upont
these of the King of Scotland, lnstead ef pre-C
paring a suitable equipage and train of attend-t
ants, lie retired te bis study, opcned bis book,
anîd called up a fiend in the shape of a buge1
black herse, mounted upon bis back, and fercedt
1dim to fiy througli the air towards France. As
they crossed the sea, the demon courser masi-
diously asked hlm what it was that tbe old
'vonien of Scotlaud muttered at lied-tume? A les
expcrienced wizard miglit have answered that itt
Ivas the Pater Noster, which would have licensedt
immiediate precipitation from his back. But
Michael, quite on bis guard, sternly replied,
"What is that to thee ? Mount, Diabolus, andt

fly l" When they reached Paris, lie tied bis liorse
to the gale of the palace, entered without an-
nlouncenient, and boldly declare4j bis errauid. An
ambassador,' unattended b>' the pomp and cir-
cunistance befitting bis position, was receivedt
with sight respect, and the King was about tot
retura a conteniptueus refusai te bis demand,
-vhen Michael geutly suggested that bis majestyt
would do weil te pause until lie bad seen bis1
borse stamp threo tumes. Tbe fret etamp shookf
every steeple la Pari, and set aIl the bonls ring-î

in;the second threw down t1bre of the tewers of
thog palsce ; and the imperial àteed liad raised bis
hoof for the thîrd stamýp, when the King dis-
rnîssed tbe ambassador wit.h the mosit ample con-
cessions rallier tbaii riek the probabàle conse-j
quences.

Michael was once m~uch embarraSed by a
spirit -Or tamillar, for whom lie was under tbe
îîeoessity of finding constant employmeut. Ie
commanded hlm Ici build a dam-liead across the
Tweed at Kelso; it was accompliebed in Onef
niglit, and, as Sir Walter Scott says, still doe
bonour to the infernal architect. The seer next
ordered that Eildon bll, then a uniforrn cone,
should be divided lute three. Anotiier night
was suffilcient te part its sumamit into the thre
picturesque peaks which it now bçar.

At lengt'h the enchanter conquered this inde-
fatigable demon by employing hlm in the hope-
less and endless tank et makfng ropea out ot sea-
Band.

On anotber occasion, Xicýiael, liearing of a
famous sorceress called tbe witch of Falsebope,
who lived on the opposite side of the Tweed,
went te put ber skill te the test; but she, feling
intuitively that she waB la the presence et a
superior, stoutly dcnicd aIl knowledge et the
fleeromatie art. Ia bis discourse with lier, lie
laid bis wand inadvertcntly on tbe table, which
the bag descrying, suddenly snatcbed it up and
struck hlm witl iti. Feeling the force et the
charn, lie rualied out of the bouse, but sas it liad
gîven hlm the external semiblance et a hare, hls
servant, who waited witliout, balloo'd upon the
discomiltedi wizard bis own grey-hounds, wlio
pursued hlm ab closely that la order to obtain a
lomnent's breathjng te, reverse the cbarm,

Michael, atter a very fatiguing course, was fain
te take refuge la bis own jaul-kole-Jnglice,
common sewer.

To revenge huiself on the witch et Falsehope,
Michael, la bsrvest tume, went te the bill aliove,
lie bouse with bis doge, and sent bis servant
down te ask a bit of bread for theni from, the
gudewîfe, ltnstructions whiat tÎ do emet

hil anal.T-e1witdhrfused herequest
cotrpu~y whereupon the serv uîplaced

over the door a paper wbich, bis muster hadi
given hlm, containing the since often quoted and1
applied rb.yme-

Mauter Michael Scott's man
Souglit Moat and got nase."y

Immediately the old woman ceased baking bread1
for the reapers, lier common occupation, and1
began to dance round the fire. Her liusband9
sent his men to, the bouse, one after the other, to1
enquire why their provision did flot arrive. Bachli
as lie entered fell under the charm, and joined1
the fandango and chorus. 'At last the gudeman1
himself came, but. remembering his wife's trick1
upon Sir Michael, peèped in first at the window,
and saw the reapers dancing and shouting, and
dragging bis exhausted lielpmate round and
througb the- fire, which was, as usual, in the
mniddle of the room. Upon this lie took a horse
and rode up to Micbael's abode on the blli, in
the spirit of submission, and implored a cessation
of the speil. The warlock wau too well gifted
to lie spiteful, and told hlm to go borne, enter
the bouse backwards, and thke the speil down
with bis left liand. lie did so, and this brouglit
the bewildering dance te an end.

But the great wizard bad, like Merlin and
Samson, a weak point. Hie fell under female
seduction. In an unguarded bour bis wife, or
paramour; filcbed from bim bis grand secret,
that bis life was secure from any danger except
tbe poisonous qualities of Protb, made of the fleeli
of a bremne sow.4 She gave hlm sucli a mess on
some quarrel, and killed him. But lie bad stiil
time te slay bis treacberous companion.

In many ages and countries there bave been
noted impostors and enthusiasta, claiznng super-
natural power and connexion, apart from witcb-
craft or necromancy; religious fanatlcism being
the fertile source from whence they sprung and
the ground in which they were fostered'.

Ini England, in Henry the Tbird's relgn, 1221,
two men were crucified, both pretending te lie
the Messiali; and two women were put to death
for assuming the characters of the Virgin Mary
and Mary Magdalene. In the twenty-foùrth
year of the reign of Henry tlieEighth, Elisabeth
Barton, styled the Helyr Mald ef Kent was
apirlted up te, hinder the Retormatlon, by feigai-
ing inspirations from beaven, foreteRing that the
King would bave an early and violent death if
he divorced Catherine of Spain and married Anne
Boleyn. Sbe and her confederates were banged
at Tyburn in 1534. They wererank impostors,
and deserved their fate as much as the noble-mind-
ed Joan of Arc ouglit te bave been exempted
from bers. We cannot degrade that briglit
heroine to a vulgar impostor ; we believe, on the
contrary, that she wau a pure enthusia8t, firmly
convinced that sho was inspired to say and do
wbat she said and did-wbetlier by dreams,
visions, or revelation in any other specillc form
we do not pretend to decide. We mourn over
the borror and national disgrace of lier barbar-
ous execution as a wftcli, and throw down the
gauntiet in defence of lier truth and'patriotiom.

In the firet year ef Queen Mary's reign, after
lier marriage with Philip of Spain, Elizabeth
Croft, a girl of eighteen years of age, was secret-
ed la a walI, and with a whistle, made for the
purpose, uttered many seditloue speeches against
the Queen and ber consort, and also against
tlie mass and confession. Considering the state
of the times, and the parties implicated, she
escaped with wonderfullenity. lier sentence, on
full detection, was to stand upon a scaffold at St.
Paul's cross during the sermon, and make public
confession of lier imposture. She was called the
Spirit of the Wall. In 1591, under Queen
Elizabeth, William Hackett, a fanatic, personated
our Savieur, and was execnted. for blasphemy.
Durlng the Protectorat. of Oliver Cromwell,
James Naylor, a native of Yorkshire, wbo bad
served eight years in the parliamentary army,
became converted te Quakerismaby the preaching
of George Fox, and obtained great credit with
the leaders ot that recently established sect. Hie
soon, however, offended tliem by bis-extravagant
notions, and they were compelled to disown hlm.
Misled by imaginary inspiration, or infiueneed by

gvgorragiug. The terni, long obselete a
be found Inthie se ns.luSPenaer'pesoiri.

an Innate love et deception, he gathered tegether
a host.otfollowers, and went on froni one extra-
vagance te another, until, la 1656, lie made
acqualatance with the laterior of Exeter goal.
Atter a term hli was liberated ; but excited rather
than tamed by the practical check, lie now took
upon bimseot te personate Christ, and was at-
tended into tlie city et Bristol by a crowd of bis
deluded proselytes et both sexes, singing Hosanna
before hlm, strewing bie way witli herbe and
fiowers, using the same expressions, and paylng
hlm the sanielionour as the Jews did te our
Saviour wlien lie rode inte Jerusalem. This was
tee mucli for Oliver te telerate. Hie summened
hl'm before the parliameat then sitting aI West-
minister. There was ne speciflo law te meet the
case, but tbey made one la a twlnkling, sucb as
tb&-Americans are doing now, la less glaring
emergeacies. Naylor was sentenced te lie
whipped at the cart's tail, te stand in the pillery
before the Royal Exchange, there te be burat
throug the tengue, and branded with a bot iron
on the liead, with the lètter B, siguifying lilas-
phemer. Ail this was carried eut te tbe letter.
lie0 proved te be a man et nerve, repentinq neither
ofet aeia nor groaning under the punieliment.
That being completed, one Ricli, a shopkeeper,
mounted on the pileory, embraced the imposter,
and kissed bis fereliead. From, thence, Naylor
was sent te Bristol, wlicre ho uinderwent fl¶gging
througli the streets, and was finaliy committedt
as a prisoner te the castie at Guernsey for life.
There lie found himself la company witli General
Lambert, under wbom lie bad served as a soldier
la the late rebellion. When the delirium et
fanalicism was finally subdued by sucli sharp
treatmeut, lie lumbly acknowledged and repent-
cd tbe delusion by which lie lad been secluced,
and dicd in captivity.

Erasmus was et a nature -whicli mingled the
seria cum jocis more liberally than grave philoso-
phera are wont te, practlce. Hie IlClloquies'
abound in humerons anecdotes. Heme are twe
et ingenions swladlers on a amail scale:

1. Maccus, a famouje cheat, came inte the
shop et a shoemaker at Leyden, .and saluted hlm,
at the sani te caating hie eye upon a pair et
boots that were hanging' up. The sheemaker
asked if lie would buy tliem ; the other seemed
willing, upon whicli they were taken down,
drawn on, and proved as geod a fit as if made te,
order. IlI think," said Maccus, "1a pair et dou-
lile-soled shees would do well over these boots 1"
Tbey, tee, were found and fitted. "lNow," said
the rogue, 19 tell me, friend, did it neyer se fali
eut that sucli as you bave thus fitted fer a race,
rau away witbout payiag VI"I"Neyer,"1 replied the
other. "But if it sliould lie se, wliat would yen
de?" "I would foilow hlm," rgaid the shoema-
ker. IlWell," added Maccue, 4"here goes for aà
trial," and immediately set off. The sheemaker
quickly pursued, sheuting, "lStop thief, Stop
thief 1"1 At which the citizens ran te their doors
te see wbat was going on. But Maccus, laugh-
ing, crled eutIl Let ne man hiader eux race, we
run for a cup et aie." Whereupea noue lnterfered,
and ail quletly looked on at the sport, Until
Maccus ran clean eut et sigit, and the poor
sheemaker returned, panting and peeing,
and explaiaed the trick that had been paydon
hlm.

2. At Antwerp there was a priest wlio lad
collected a pretty round sum la silver, which lie
put la a great purse, suspended froni bis girdle.
A certain cheat observed it, wlio came and accos-
ted hlm civilly, saying lie was appeinted by the
parieli where lie lived te buy a new surplce fer
their own priestand humlily prayed bis reverece
te go witl i hm te the place wliere they were
sold, and allow the surplice te lie tried on lm
as lie was the sanie beiglit anid size with bis
clerical brother for whom it wad tended. The
priest complied, and together they proceeded te,
the shop. A surplice w8a blrouglit eut and put
on hlm. Il tfItexactlyp" said the seller. The
cheat, when lie had surveyed the. priest, now
befer, and then- behid, observed, Il is toc>
short la front." diThat is net the fault et the
surplice," sàld the shop-keeper ; Ilit is occasie-
nedbly the dlsteition ofthe purSe." Theacconi-
muodatiiig priest took the purse from, bis girdie
and laid it down,ý that they mght talc. anthel'


