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WVivern our ';.a% imir'q lrtl Î. celel.ràtçd.
Tite birJ tif d.twiing %itiiçcti I itiglit long.
Alîd tilttc a ttosparit doi ',,r.altrtad;
The naightm iî c wvfiîletozîîe t liea lit) rincts %trikv

1o aiy gtkc<. ir uditc bathl rws er to ciarmn.
Sl illowvcI mnid sts gr.tciiti- is agir t,îîc. - lia ndl.

Titat s «a pleasant epigrapît for cair Cihristmaîs
cîtapter, is it natlil A slilendid bit of suipertitioni
fronît Ilbe lips of Illc sombre youing Daîe's friend, te
wlîose gliost-iîaunted spirit Ilte season of Il wltole-

sote nligit," wvould prove tnost wcelconie.
1% it altogether a superstition, îlîoutgb ? lu any%

beliel fltat is beautifiil bîtilt upon auglit Save liotule
grantd trutli? atnd baw shi %ve-sos tuortai, se futtile
-Say what. evil powcrs are lield iii chîeck svletî Carlt

-and licaven cotinmetîîorate Ille Birth ta took place
uitio tliat still night iu th,~ Orient nearly t ,ooo ye;irs

aga.
It is a good thing tatI lle birtit of Ilte CltriNt-

clîild wsas surrouinded by se atch ltaI is picturesque
atîd beatîtifil-the stable, IlIle starry nigbt, tlle bilera-
herds, tlle sleeping slîecp, thle wvondcrfil sky vision.
tige ccstatic sang-cisc in tbi-. ¶'ery mai.tter-of-fat
age we wouild neyer dare ta bie so sitnply happy in
aur gifts, auir carolç, oui. Christtmas joy,.

Tite dear old Bible salr *v giv<'s uas courage to go
catir wvay, believing witlî 1lamilct abtIl 'se lîallowed
and sa gracionîs is Ille tinie.- even Ilite posvers of
dlarkness are for a season sîîbdted.

Ait old magazine telIls mie gial lîtIa superstition,
nuocît more eartlly, but excecaditîgly quainit, exists lit
certain retired places it Ille soutl-west os' England.
Tîtere tlle peasants asscrt tlial danose wlîo ktep
Chîristmas eve vigil wvili find tlle oxen ktteelitig iu
tlacir- ma;ils as if in adoration of Ille Nativity. Tite
wvriter of Ille article mentions an aId Coenislinmau
wiîa tlId itni of [liq lîaving, '.itla soute otîters,

waîclîed several oxcn tn Ilîcîr stals on Ille eve of
Chrisîmias day

"'At 12 o'clock at niglit Iliey obseeved Ille twao
aidest oxen faitl on their kniecs ai ! itiake a crtul
monu like a1 Chîristiatn cre.ittire.'

But putting aside tlle legends of aid-tinte Christ-
tas so îlîrotuged %vitlla mysteries and qtîainî cotîceils;
%ve realize tîtat the tindent Chrtistmas is %villa uis -a
mnucît more formidable institution. For it is att ent
deavor ta fit tige rationa:lisat of to-clay tplon primitiv e
faillb ; «atd te adjusîtnent is inclined ta engender
friction.

WVlien Cîteistitas becomies, la modern tîtinkers, a
anere eelic ofbarbatistu, a foolisît tradition, tîten we
niay begiti ta svoîîder whleter a relttirn ta prituitive
Clîristianitv is tiot ta bc dcsirccl.

But syltile the ploor are %villa uis- mulltipliedl a
titousancl tites sitîce Clîrisî's assurance liat we
sbiould have tlicem aiways-and wite litIle ciîildretî
danîce gayly cap the years, Ive sied tnt fcar tliat.
Christmas wvill die for iack of wboiesottîe hecarty
Ilkeelîitîg."

WVittbout little cbiidrcn lucre cati bie oe rmal
Chîristmans keeping, for il is of a truli a cltild festival,
svbile, apart front biolier îbings, tbcrc are tlle îuany
pretty ceremlonies, baîf myîb, Itafirî, tbaî belang
go Ille cbild world aloue.

1 would inake evctw cbild's Cbrisîîuas as brigbit
-as possible. 1 wvould britla il overwsiilî gaod tltitgs,
îlot of substatice alone, but of spiriî-filling Ille little
m incis witb sotng and story> and swvect tlîouýgbt. eveut

aIlle mait bodies atre fild vitbi Ilesbly daiîtties.
For let uis remiember Ibis aiways: Vint wve are

miaking otir cltildren's niemanries fer Ilte vears to
conte, and anuong Ille dcarest wviil be tîtese terrv,
tender Christîmas fetis-rilq

Comittg iii out of Ille tsviliglit ta-itiglit, 1 ficatîîd
uipon my% dlesk pleasant ivords of greeting aud ap-
proval for aur litle JotNm~~., frotn tî a lîest-
ktîown mensu wbiose manies are as lîotîsebolcî words
atîtong uis; -te kttow wbotn is t0 bald iti Iigliest
bionar aud regard.

1 nua>' nal qtîate ail Ilte kittd tliiugs these letiers
say, eveit in tbis ottr confîdiential coltinat, but tlle

geetittgs sbazll be shared betweeul Voit aîîd àle.

1 Iloiatld Iiika lu add I Iî.t *tve «Ire itîtici Ille.used
svitî tule 1 lii: joîîz.Nt., antd wvisii il ail,
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1 duIv received ;a copy of tule CAu~NAI 4II HOME~

J Oti{AI., antd like ils trt<e Catuildiailtllte attdI Ilte
getteral brighlttess af ail ils tlepartilieiits. 1,very
Catitdiaii homte is Ilte better for lîavittg a c.treftilly
ed(iled mîagazinte, cdevoted, il nias' li, ta titose niat
lers ici svlicii woilieîl have at special itîtetest, but
enteelainittg aitd itnstuctive as wvelI tn every mtentt.
bier of Ilte domlestie circie.

Please accepl mîîy sincere Chîristmtas greliutgs,
%vilaatlt eartiest wvih for Illte contiffletc, sticcess of ait,

rThe hante is (lie foutu taiut of liai ioia i life. Ifl I s
us'eIl thîce, îtotltiîg caîl ai taus. But if evii bit$ by
tlie fiesid e, lie cotant ry i s dootiied. Go.,aie.td, Ilîît.
alid Gadt bless Yetu ;nd «IIIllhe haute cîrcles 3-011
reacli. Tuieblessed Chîrî.sîntas seatýsi, tlile-

Imeustless inspirationsý, drasvs île .r. Accepit ail
lîcartiesl Cliristii.ts*grecliitgs for vourtself antd vur

rentders frot

lliere is yet angltier, frontî ette of Ctaa ul
est mtent s %vit ail tat Iletai ii of piolit ica I le lias%
iteid Iiiîseif sa pii .os above reproaci, th.aI sve
ail1 celiglît la do inat bonnor. Tiiere is neatte lieid it

itligit er putb:h-- liersoital regard iii Ctltda to-da.y tiî:lîî
Ilte wvriler ofthie itlles glial ies upaît beside Ilte.

1iCCatiseý ils words are of pcrsottal friettdsliii antd
ititerest oîily, I cati siire ~itiî -oit offlv lais millute.

I have iltîc lite liew vetulîre iii wiiicit yat have
einbarkcd laitd li.ive rend %villa picasure tlle tîtnibers
of yotir palier whiicli have se fare reaclicd site. I

l'ceci îlot sa>' liatIltue veture ilseif lias ni>' %wamnîes
syntp;lthy, tior liat lige cotets are %veil dlivcrsified
ats lea tater and( excellet inii utchiaîtical execuiti
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-and fittist. 'face i, .,ot ,nit reout foir sucbi a papier
as tlle H OME~ j îîîtN.I., but ltere iS undaîtbted tie-
cessit>' for it ; nd ut your skilftîl bands, 1 have niu
(tout il -w-ill becotule i -Ir Catiad1ca %Vital 01(1eranîd lontg
e';tabisîccl stmîîlar Imperts have belon ta hIe liantes
of allier coiîtries. luwever excellent tbese catiter-

lhante papers tua>' Ie we îîced our ait Canadii
hîote papiers wvilla ale distinîctive Camiadiait flavor;
appealîing ta Catuadiait symipathiîes anid quiickctisig
glial. Catadiati spirit atîd n8atiomialisui tlle growîlî of
sviîich is lc -(a%, anle of (lie brigbtest features of aur
expandittg tiational lîfe. Keep il pure, cievaied aud
spirit-fuil, as Yeu h&i ve begutît il, varied, ralatst andi

latatIottaI aitd yatî ttîay ceted lapotn receiviitg frontî
t.aitadîaut bîoules a loviîg aiîd etîdurittg weiconie.

Ail hîappy Cbiri-'ttîtas Iîiessiiîg for yos atnd your
readers. Sittcereh ,

Chiristmnas beloîîgs te tlie licir. As %villa the
clîildretî it. sltuld bc saade aise for Ithese, in ail
Chîristiant lands, ;a seasatu of rejicing. Trite good
svili îow.rds mreî glial, flaatedý earthward nt tiat.
lar-oif itiglît, sltauid finad ain cello i (lie litarts of
every, prospcro'-i alitait antd %ventail.

It is btard Il tîîilk of .1allaitît aiV oulaan going
iîtitgry, ks il. ial ? Soîîîetlîiîg cliokces it lte Ilîroat
aiîd blairs Ille cyes whieiî we coulîe face ta face wvitlî
liiose wlîo se suIfer. In prasperous Otntario we do
tîot encouanter il orteit, save ai exceptional caqe.
But 1 saw il, aie stmtuler on glial desolate ilorîli-
easteri coast of far-asvay Newfouindlatîid, anid Ille
mienîory of titose galantî wvmeti-f.-ces tîcar>' breaks

aiuy ileart.
WhIo are Ilte pour? WVeil, primiarily, of course,

danose %vite lack wvoriiy po4session. But 1 like lie
word as tlle littie elnes aise il. Ili tlîeir piîyiîîg,

cliildislî vocabtiiary Il poar * applies la ail wito eai
for sympa).tlîy-al1 wiîo suifer aîîdc are sad. Aîd if we
take thîe word ait llîis Ivider sense, wito, ilîcît, is ricli ?

Tite poar it lîealtlî, %vite suifer bouir a -'ter heur,
day after diay, tîtil tule wholc eartit se'ns full of
tîîaîiîîg; the poor iii peace, whiose ciays are an
ovcrsiîadosvitg of care anîd aixiety ; tbe poor iîî

kîîiowiedige, tlle poor iîî lave-aIl tîtese and a ligota-
satîc otlîers, wlîo nta>' have svorldiy possessionîs in
pleîîty, yel are poor.

Situlc uat I lic Chtrisîtmas gaod-wiil go out la
these alsa? To the sifferer we nia> give a genîle
patienîce ; ta tlle carewartî, a tokeat ai sytîîpativ; t0
Ilte igntorant, a sliarîttg of kîîo'viedge; la hIe friend-
le',s, catuipaltionsîip ; ta Ilte dlesolate anîd beseaved,
a uitIle lîcart love.

Tiiere are terrible tiîtgs in Ilte %vord -jealiousy.
evil passion anîd crimie. There are sorrowful lthiîgs,
îoo,' sîtflering antd deatit. Aîîd because of Itese
îlintgs whlite ilottîîds lie it tlle cenietery lu-day Iliat
svere ilut lucre lasI Chiristmîas.

Rettîetîbering Ilte brief, brief'ycars and Ilte long,
lontg silenîce, 1 svonder sanuetiiîe tulaI alleu a:îd
svoînen eala ever bc atîglit but tenîder antru te 
caci otîter.

But lucre are glad< lbiitgs it Ille world aiso-
neyer ". giad ats to-day. Mutsic «aîd mnirtit, lttec
lîcarîs anid inobule deecis, love aîîd Ioyally, atnd a
granid Chtristiani crccd. Antd luis is a festivýal Neasoit

Mien svc arc caiicd lapoit te rejaice, because of tule
beltisait liat lians desceîdecl ta ail tactes front hIe
muanger I3irîi or lonîg aga.

Above the tiinody of pain tibat sobs ilseif
lthrouigî Ilte cartda arises hIe atîgel sang, svbiose

thitee is aiways Ilte great giatd Irtl limanit)' is so
siosv tl cotiprclîeid-tiiaî Cod is atîr Va.tluer and ail
tuaeit atcre ît eni-i. FAITII I*ESTON.


