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THE UAIENI>AR.

MINOR }TOLY DAYS 0F JANUARY.
(Continued andi flnished.j

S. Agnes left a naie behind lier
which was very niuc' : icherished
hy the early Churcli. She was a
youýng Roman lady of patrician
biî'tb, who was souglît.r.ot, proba-
bly, in hionorablie marriage, by the
son of the Prefeet of the city,.A.D).
304. fier refusai to, accede to bis
desires brought, upon bier the full
force of the brutal heathenisin
ivièch characterized the geof
inartyrdoins. Before the Prýefe(At
she made an open confession that
she wvas a Christian, nîakingr the
sign of the cros, instead o? offer-
ing incense to, Vesta, as she wvas
requested to do for the renuncia-
tion o? Cbristianity.. The lîoly
inaiden wvas then vilely disrobed
anýd tortured' on. the rack; and
after vain endeavors to bring about
her apostacy, wàas at ]ast, bebieaded.
The. circumstances of lier death
mnade a greitt impression on the
Christian world, for S. Jeromne
says that the tongues -and pens of
allinations were ein11ployed in praise
of hier constancy; and lier menîory
lias evrer since bis tine been greatly
venerated. lIt was recorded tlîat
while bier parents wvere pra.yifg. at
her tomb (probably in the cata-
combs) shie appeared to themin ua

visonandspoke words of coinfort,to.hmrespçcting hrrsad

,p.ace with the Saviour. S. Augus-
tine speakcs toucbingly ef hler nîaine.
"Blessed is the l1oly Agnes, wvhose

passion we this (lay celebrate, for
the mnaiden wvas indeed wvlaUý she
WOS calledi;. for iii Latin Agiies
signifies (t lct-nb, and in Greek it
inians pwire. She wvas whai shie
was called, and slie was founid
worthy of hier crown." This showvs
the antiquity of the hioly day.

The symnbolic foi-ni of lier naine
is used iii Christian art in repre-
isentation of S. Agnes, a lai-nb
standing l'y lier side ivhile she

j bears a palmi branch and a sword
lin lier hand. Several churches
are dedicated in the naine of S.
Agnes in England. One built (>ver
hier resting-place, near Roine, lias
attarned a kind Cof bistorical in-
portance, froin the pope going
there annually to bless the iambs
whose lleeces arc ulti-mately to
forin the pails witli wliich lie elaims
to invest ail aî'cbbishops. Suiel a
paîl] is seen in the arnis of the
Arciislîop of Canterbury.

S. Vincent w-as a niîartyr of
Spain in that inost terrible perse-
cution under the Emperor Diocle-
tian, which he coininemrorated by
a coin Nvith ffhe inscription "N.fommie
Ghiri8tiunorurni deicto," but whichi

-only caused the name of Christ to
shinie nmore brigbtly in Spain and
elsewvliere. S."Vincent wvas a dea-
con to Valerius, Bishop of Sara-
gassa. Both ivere bxrought. before
Datian,the Prefect of Spain, and en-
dured inuch.suffering at lus hands,
being nearly starved to det. that
tlîey niiglit afterwards be added
to, the number of those" «whù shall
hunger no more, neither thirEt any.
more:. . . for -the .Lamb whîch is
in th fdtof. ýthe- ' -thrdjn(_ shall
feed - che»m, aid shal 'lead. the uh


