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immolation of the unoffending animal, the regard paid to its blood,
its consumption by fire, the solernn cerexnonxcswliichi accoînpanied,
and the particular confessions and supplications of the worship-
pers-xnust have powerfully impressed the ideas of sin and guilt,
the dcsert of punishinent, the substitution of the innocenit, and the
pardon of the tranisg(ressor. "f'

Christ is represcnted as the true 1-igli Pricst, who made the
real, efficacious sacrifice for sixi. IlBehiold the Lamb of God whio
taketh away the sin of the world." Johni i. 29. The victims of
old were provided by moen, Chirist is the Lamb of God. "lChrist
loved us and gave himself for us an offering and sacrifice to
God for a sweet-smnellingô savour." Ephi. v. 2. "Once in the end
of the world biath lie appeared to put awvay sin by the sacrifice of
himsclf." "lChrist was once offered to bear the sin of many."
lleb. ix. 26, 28.

It is no objection to this argument for, the fact of atonement to
say that the work of Christ was represented as, a sacrifice to "lcon-
ciliate the prejudices of Jewisli Christians." This would leave
cntirely unexplained and inexplicable the ancient sacrifices1
Neither is it any objection to it that the good works of Christians
are represented as sacrifices; for 'words inay have a secondary
xneaning. It is very evident that the good ivorks of Chiristians.
are figuratively ternied sacrifices.

It is impossible calnily to consider the subjeet of ancient sacri-
fice among God's peculiar people, to sec that that system, of whicli
sacrifice was such an important part, was sanctioned by God, that,
these sacrifices werc typical, and fail to sec that the work of Jesus
*was truly a propitiatory sacrifice for the sias of the world.

We shall advance just another argument for the fact of atone-
ment, naniely, those passages of'Seripture whieli represent Christ
as bear-itg sût. Some of thiese (Jolmn i. 29 ; Heb. ix. 28,) are
cited above. The Baptist's precious words point J'esus out as
in the act of bearing away the sin of the wvorld. Peter repre-
sents Christ's bcaring sin, Us soiieteiîlg 10ldchz 71o <eoîpleed(
whten lie died on the cross. IlWbio bis own self baie our sins in
his own body on the tree." 1 Peter ii. 24. Now wlbat is the
meaning of the expression, bearing sin in these passages? It does,
not mean the pardoning of sin; for it is someýtling whiehi Christ
inidsheod when hie died on the troc. H1e did not finish the pardon-
in- of aIl sin then. Sins weîre pardoned before lie camie in the

Pye Smith.

-289


