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compelled to beg his bread, and the believer wholes; the only point really insisted on is the divine
sees himzelf cheated without mercy ; an enmity sup- ,authority of the Czars! and the immense majority
pressed only on festival days, when pastor and both of clergy and people are thus given over toa
parishivners together drown in drunkcuness their frivolous and totally barren furmalism. The tempo-
mutual grievances. ral position of the clergy, as we have already stated,
Such is the picture generally presented by the obtains for them ncither influence nor consideration;;
villages of Russia. Of course, to this melancholy neither does the worship—which cunsists only in
rule there ave exceptions; but these arc very rare; ceremonics, genuflexivns, and crossings without num-
and cven when a priest may have sacceeded in living ber, performed with scrupulous esactness, Lut to
oa good terms with the mewbers of his flock, and in which no moral value bLclongs, and no religicus
acquiring over them a real and religious influence, a meaning is attached. The empluyé, the soldier, the
terrible contingency ever impends over the whole of peasant, when they have satisfied these reyuirements
bis carcer; it is cnough that he should have the of the ceremyounial law, depart, in perfect tranquillity
misfortune to lose his wife to be immediately com-‘of conscience, to rob the state or their proprietor.
pelled to resign his functions. Ille may then cither And how can it be otherwise? All public religious
re-enter into secular life or become a monk. instruction (the fact, though hardly credible, is nev-
The Russian Church Las but one religious ordcr,xerthe]css ccrtain) is entirely unknown in Russia.  All
that of St. Basil, and the number of its members is 'othcr brancles of the Christiun church require Lefure
limited enough. It is said that, taking the whole receiving a member to communion, that Le should
empire, not more than 300 yearly enter the convents. have been instructed in the prirciples and duties of
this is partly the result of the poverty of these insti- rcligion.  The Russian Church is easier of access,
tutions. T’ossessed in former times of great property, jknows no catechumenate, and children participate in
they were despoiled of it by Catherine II.; a certain the communion from the (radle. When they arrive
number of them reccive from government a very atthe age of reason, and, fur the first time, are con-
small indemnity, the rest subsist on alms. Certain fessed Lefore communicating, a hind of féte and
privileges, however, are secured to monks bLy law; rcligious ceremony takes place, Lut this is not pre-
they are exempted from corporeal punisment, and ceded by any species of instruction. The people,
from military scrvice,—in this respect, the Russiantherefore, know nothing of religivn, but what they
monks are morc happy than the priests ; ncither are can learn from its outward rites, which is scarcely
subject to the knout or the baton; but the priests jny thing. Preaching is very rare—sa much so,
may, in certain cases, be degraded and scnt to the,that a few sermons suflice to gain for their author,
army. . usually & monk, a reputation for oratory, and an
In the monasteries the vows cannot be taken under jepiscopal sce. In the country districts the priest
the age of thirty, nor without the consent of parents never preaches, and is content with now and then
and of the Holy Synod; thanks perhaps, to these reading to his flock a sermon printed by some orator
precautions, the Russian moohs are,in general, better, of renown, wLich, having been compused for an edu-
iostructed and more pious than the priests; they cated audience, is naturally almost incumprchensible
slone have preserved some thoughtful habits and|to peasants. There remain the liturgies and sacred
some Jegree of religious life in the Russian Church.{books. But in ti.is empirc, where of more than sixty
Moreover, it is from the convents exclusively that the,millions of inhabitants, forty milliuns speak the same
ranks of the higher clergy are recruited—the bishops, {language, without even any marked differcnce of
the professors in colleges, &c.—who, better informed }dialect, worship is pcrformed in & foreign language,
than the nobility, have not their narrow prejudices,,the Slavonic. Wher, in the eourse of the ninth cen-
and enjoy & merited consideration. In olden times‘tury, the Greek missionaries preached Chrisiianity to
the superior clergy played an important part in Russia. ' the Slavonians, that people had no written language,
The Patriarch of Moscow, placed at the head of the‘and they were obliged to compose for them an alpha-
whole church, and independent, or nearly so, of the bet. Cyril and Mecthodius, whose names are still
see of Constantinople, was one of the most powerful held in honour, adopted as a basis the Greck alpha-
personages in the empire.  But since the abolition of ‘bct, with the addition of someHebrew and Armenian
the patriarchate,—since the period when Peter the letters, and thus succeeded in cffecting a rude trans-
Great and his successors made all authority centre,lation of the sacred books. Hence it follows thatthe
inthe Czar,—the influcnce of the higher dergy bas Bille and religious books used Ly the Russian Church
diminiched ; their power is now a nullity ; and theyare unintelligible to all but the clergy, who study
are the docile and obedient instruments of the govern- {Slavonic in the colleges. Englishmen have transiated
ment. The Holy Synod, composed of their chiefs,and  the Bible into Russian, but the Czar has formally
which holds its sittings at St. Petersburg, has no prohibiled the circulation of tlis version of the
power of its own, and contents itself with servilely Scriptures in his empire.
registering the decisions which the cmperor commu-, We thus sce the amount of religious provision
pivates to it Ly a lay procurator, who at the present, made by the Russian Church for its disciples. The
time is no other than Protasoff, th.e general of cavalry! clergy, with the exception of the Bishops, Latve no
There rermain now, {o the higher clergy, in place of ,standing in society; preacling is almost a nullity,
their lost influence, unly great honours and much religiousinstruction has no cxistence, the geeple then,
consideration. must not be held responsible, if the most elementary
This glance at the condition of the Russian Church rotions of morality and religion are fuund wanting,
sufficiently explains why religious life is entirely and their place supplied Ly formalism and supersti-
wanting in its pale. Al controversy with the CLurch ’lion. The most melancholy proufs have Leen cited.
of Rome has ceased ; and were it to Le renewed, the The Greek Church forbids images; but pictures, the
points in dispute would not be of suffivient importance | painted representation of saints, abvund everynhere;
to awahen any movement whatever; all intercourse there is not ahouse,even amongst the most infamous,
with the other branches of the Greek Church Is as where these paintings, called Zogs, are not found. It
good as prohibited ; shut up in its own exclusiveis rclated that a inerchant warmly expressed to a
sphere,the Russian Charch basno theology sufficiently  foreign dealet Lis indigbation that Le had nou tg in
characteristic and defined to maintain an ind.pendent his apartment; on a subsequent day he perceived on
vitality , doctrine is scarcely evur taught inthe colleg-,the bolster of the bed a sacred image, and crossed




