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conipellcd to beg bis brcad, and flic belicter who ecs; the only point rcally Insisted on is the divinc
secs in;.ý-elf cliceated %%itbout mercy an enmity sup- 1athori!y of the Czar.s! and the immense majority
prqscd only on lfestival days, Nvlhen pastor and both of clergy and peopl1e are ths given over to a
parishieners togother drovn in drunkenoss their frivolous and totally barrtn tfrmalibin. The tdnajîio-
mutuai grievanees. Irai position of' tlic egy, as ivc bave already stated,

Suchi is the picture generally prcsented by the 1obtains for them netither influence nor çonbideratiuii i
villages of Russia. Of course, to this melancholy 1neitlîe dots the worbhip-w% lâh u oits oitly in
rule there tirc exceptions; L ut these are vcry rare, icerettîonacce eiusn cro:ýsings ualtu iiUmf-
and eveu when a pri.est inay lia,.e suctceded in living1 ber, perfornicd iwith serupulous e.\a.tniebs, but to
o.i goed ternis with the nienibers of' bis flock, and iii %VI ic1î no moral value bL-longs, and no religious
acquiring over thein a real and religions influence, a1 ineaning is attaclbed. The enhiiugi, the soldier, the
terrible contingency ever impcnds over flic whiole of1 peasant, ivlîcn they have satisficd these requirements
bis carter; it is cnougli that ho sbould have tlie of the cercîgonial law, depart, in perfect tritnqutillity
aisfortuue to lose bis ivifi to ho immediatcly coin- of conscience, tu rob ther state or thi-r lorulirietor.
pelled to resign bis funictions. Ile may then cither' And Iîoi can it be otheriise? Ail publie; religions
re-entcr into secular life or becorne a monk. 'instruction (the fact, tbougli bardly credilble, is ncv-

The Russin Church las but one rcligious order, Iertheless ccrtain) is entirely unknuwn in l',ussia. All
that of St. Basil, and the number of its nicînbers is 1otbcr branches of the Chiriîtiani Jburcli require Lefure
linited enougli. It is said that, taking the %ihole 1receiving a nioxaber to coniniuniun, that lie should
empire, not more th.tn 300 yoarly enter the convents. hlav e bec-n ins.tru.ted in the principles and duties of
this is partly the result of tho povcrty of these insti- religion. The Rtussian Churcli is casier of aceess,
tutions. l'ossesscd in former tixnes of great piroperty, linons no clcCIumenau, and children partiiate :a
tlaey wero despoiled of it by Catherine II., aià certain 1thc communion fromn the (radle. Wlitn thacý arrive
nuinbcr of themn receive from governinent a vory 1at the age of reason, and, fur the first tiane, are con-
smali indenity, the rcst subsist on alins. Certain 1fessed before communitahing, a hind of fi5!c and
privileges, however, are secured to nîonk-s by lai; - religions cecmonij takets place, but this is flot lire-
tbey are exempted front corporeal punisment, and 1cedcd by any species of inistruction. The peupale,
front iiilitary scrvic,-in fiais respett, the Russian thierefore, k-now nothing of religion.. but w ba.t tbry
monhs arc more happy tban the priests , neither are can lcarni froin its outward ritcs, wiebtl is stiireeuly
tubject to the knout or the baton ; but the priesha 1any thing. Preacîîing is tory rarc-so mucla so,
may, in certain cases, be degradcd and sent ho the that a few sermons suflice to gain for their author,
army. nijatre i oscno oIusually a monki, a reputation for oratory, and an

ln the noatrcth oscn tb taken under epilscopal se. In tlic country districts the priest
the age of thirty, nor ivitliout, the consent of parents 1never prenches, and is content m ith IIow and tben
and of the lloly Sy nod tlîanks perliaps, to thoso ronding to Lis flock a sermon prinied by some orator
precautions, the Ilussian monka are, ini geiieral, better of rcnown, ii Lieu, h ai ing becti tompusc-d fur an cdu-
instrutcd and more pions than the luits; they cated audience, is naturally almosi. incoanlirchctnbiblc
alone liave presorved soine thonglitîni habits and to pensants. Thiere romain the liturgies and sated
some degrc of religions lifé ini tic fussian Church. jbooks. But in tX is empire, n bore of more than bixty
Moreoi er, it is from the contents cxclusitcly that the millions of inbabitants, forty millions speak tho saine
ranks of the bigher clergy marc rccruited-tbe bishops, langpage, vitlîout cienr any niarlsed d;frerentc of
the professors in colleges, &c. -i ho, botter informed dialect, norship) is pcrformcd in a foreign language,
tlmnn the nobility, have not their narrowv prejudices, the Slavonic. WVhîoz,, in thc course of tic ninhli cen-
and enjoy a mcrited consideration. In olden times tua-y, the Grock missionaries Ipreacbied Chrisiianity te,
the superior clergy played un important part in Iluss*la. the S!avonians, that people liad no %vritten language,
The Patriareli of 3loscow, placed at the bead of tbe and they %vcre obliged to compose for thiem an alpha-
n-bol cliurcb, and independent, or nearly so, of the 1bot. Cyril and Methodius, mlhose naines are stili
sec of Constantinople, %vas onc of the most Iion-erfuil ,held in bonour, adopted as a Lnsis the Grcrk alpa-
personages in the empire. But since tlie abolition of bet, witb the addition of Somel-ebrelv andArmenian
the putriairchante,-since tho period w-hen Peter the ,letters, and tîxus succeeded in efrecting a rude trans-
Great and lais successors made all autbority centre lation of the sacred books. flence it folloivs tliatthe
in tbe Cz.ir,-tbe influence of tle biglier tlcrgy bas Bible and religions books used Ly the Ilussian Ch urth
dininitbed; their powver is now a nullity ; and they Iare unintelligible te ail but the clergy, who study
are the docile and obedient instruments of tbegovcrn- Slavonic in tbe colleges. Englishmeni bute translatcd
ment. The UloIy Synod, t(,mposcd of their cbiefs, and ,the Pible into Russian, but the Czar luis fo[ni.auly
ivLich bolds its sittings at St. Petersbuarg, bas no 1proibted the circulation rf tLs çcn;çn of the
Dowcr of its own, and contents itself witlisertilely 1Scriptures in bis empirè.
regasîering the de.Isions wbich the cmperor commu- We thos sec the amount of rcflgious provision
nicates ta itL i a lay procurator, who at,.flic proscrit made by the 1tussian Cbuirc.h for ils disciples. The
hine is no other tlîan Protasoff, thEcgeneral of cavalry! clc-rgy, with the exception of the flislio1as, have Do
TI.erc romain nuw, te the biglier clcrgy, in place of standing in socicty l prcactuing is almost a nullits
thcir lest influence, oîaly great honours and mucli religlous instruction lias rio c. stenct;, tliejctple then,
consideration. m1ust fot ho beld rosponsiblo, if the xnost elementary

This glance at the condition of the Rtussian Church 1Lotions of morality and religion are found ivantang,
sufficiently explains why religions life is entirely 1and their place su1àplied by foa-aalhim and supersti-
wanting in itspale. All controrcrsy nitx the Churcb Lion. The most mclanchol'y proofs bave licou cited.
of Rome bas conseil and wcre iL to be rcnowed, the The Grock Church forbids images; but pczirci, the
points in dispute wuuld notbe of suffiient importance, paintcd rcpresetatiun of saints, abonna everý w bere,
to awakcn any movement wbatever . all inturcourse thorc, is not abouse, et on amongst the most infamus,
with the othor branches of the Grcek Chaarch is as 1 where thesepainting3, callod Zos are Dot found. IL
good as probibitedl; shut op iu its oNç n esclusie 1 lis related that a mncachant narnxily cxprcsâed to a
sphere,tbeUussian Charch basno tboology sufflCientlj 1foreign dealer Lis iadignation tbat Le had nau b.g an
cbiaracteristic and deflned to maintain an indpendont his apartment; oa a subsequent day ho jaereivçcd on
vity, docldincis scarcely eri.r taught inthe colleg-.the bolstcr of t'he bcd a sacrcd image, ana crossedi


