Oscar II. of Stweden and Noreway

THE King of Sweden bears the reputa-

tion of being one of the best and most
generous monarchs, one of the most ac-
ccomplished savants and gentlemen En-
rope. It is unfortunate for him that he
has had two kingdoms to rale, as a writer
in the Hamburger Nachrichten thinks, his
administration has been divided, even dis-
tracted. ‘When he wasineeded 1n Norway
at any crisis, he was always occupied in
Sweden.”' In the Roman circus the sper-
former who rode two horses und leapt al-
ternately from the saddle of one to that of
another was named desultor; he was a de-
saltory rider. Norwegians accuse Oscarll.
of being a desultory ®ruler, with the im-
plication that he sometimes sat longer in
the one saddle than in <the other. for, as
the above quoted writer remarks, ‘‘He is
himself a Swede."’

Judgiog of the deiseanor of the King of
Sweden, it does not appear that he anti-
cipated the coup d’etat which deposed him
from the throne of Norway. Yet his ut-
terances that are published in the press in-
dicate tuat his character has much in com-
mon with the ideal Scandinavian monarch
of Shakespeare. Oscar II. received what
from a personal standpoint he must have
taken as an affront ‘‘wore in sorrow than
ingan ser." His kingly dignity rod self
restraint are evidenced in a letter which
be recently addressed to the Storthing, or
parliament ¢f Norwiy. The royal commu
vication is published,in the Post och iIn-
rikestidningen, Christianis. In this letter
he says that his oath to the Norwegian
Constitation obliges him to answer the
charge that his vetolof the Nors. egianime
asure for a_separate consular ‘service, "on
May 27, _was unconstitutions

trary to the independence and sovereign®
ity of Norway, and that it was woreover,
null and void, because it lacked the en
dorsement of the Prime Minister King
Oscar puts forth long and exhacstive ar
guments in favor of his] posifion; he
claims absolute right to exercise his judg
ment in acting for the best interests of the
United Kingdom, and says that in making
his decision on the _consulate question he
consulted the interests both of Norway and
the union. He concludes in the following
words:

**The Coustitution I have sworn to re-
spect and the good of the countries 1 gov-
ern made it my absolute duty to take that
decision.] The resignation of the Ministers
placed me in the painful position of heing
false to that duty or ot remaining without
a Cabinet. I had no choice. The Storth-
ing, in accepting the resignation of the
Ministry, have violated the Censtitution,
and by a revolutionary act have deciared
that the King of Norway has ceased to re-
ign and that the union with Sweden is di
ssolvel. It rests with Sweden and wilh
me , as Kiog of the Union, to decide whe-
ther this violation of the compact of anion
must be followed by a legitimate and legal
dissolution of the Union, My contempor-
aries and history must jodge between we
and the Norwegian people.”’S Such aletter
as this, academic, abstract in argument,
is, as the English press is ananimous in
consdering, thrown to the winds amid the
excitement of Jthe revolutionary tew pest,
Revolution aims not at the letter, but at
the spivit of justice. The Saturday Re-
view, in this conneciont, quotes Burke's
“*Yon cannot indict a nation, ' with the
implication that Oscar 11, by attempting




