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RACIHEL MORISSIN,

1t wasa clear.

—Dbright and cheerful Avtumn was steabing.

not steiding over the lindscape, and Ruchel

Niorisson Inakad out upa

she sat withia the window of her father’s
bouse

sunny September morning

@ jryous picture as

Her two younger cisters haid anread a richly
fringed carpst beneatha verandih that was
curtaived by clustenag vincss the elder of
them had filled a basket with the rich clusters
of the purple grape, and bAlit ups a dounle
temptativu to hitle Miri:m and a houndiag,
Beautiful greyhound, the pet anil tormest of
the fan'i! ty. Kate Nucisson, the uwmter,
sould noty however gutfer enher of them to
touch a single grops uriiishe had first pregrre
ted che basket w0 B chids iadeed, her yoathe
fat sisters luved Rachet dearly, — and foved her
the mote. fur that the ros2 was fadg from
her check. and her lips seidom smilid as was
their custom in former times 1 have often
alserved that the luve of children i creases
wvith the illness of u fricnd or companion, —a
beautiful ilivstration of the disumterested nus
ture of true love.

¢ There is a bunch. Tiachel, — a bunch fit for
a queen! The ductor said you might eat
prapas.®

o 'Chark you, dear Kite: they are very
fineindecd & but yon should not frave tempted
Miciam and Nica with them.’

Ch !* replicd Kate, laughinz, 41 love to
tempt them—~to teaze Uem a httleg it does
them good.’

4 No, 1 do not think so,’ t7id Rachels ¢ 1
a#2 not furd of guotiog from the Holy Serip.
tuies ou hivial cccanions, but you must ve.
memkay we pray hot to by fed jotu temptations
and, Kate, lookirg on the templation with
which you temoced your ittie sister and dn
pretty hound, made me thisnk—"

¢ What, sister 2°

€U pon mine own I’

¢ Yours, Rechel! 1did uot tempt you with
grapes ¥ .

sGraps ! repeated Raclhie] Morisson, smi-
ling, thuugh there was saduess in the smite,

¢ No, not wiih grapes j-- yet Lhave had m:
temptation.’
.\hat was itg.sister . s

41 will tell you when you are old encughte
understand ils nature,” - ‘

s But I am otd envugh, Rachel. 1 shall be
soven next manth.  Perhaps, sister, you aere
tempted to telf a story ¥

* No,?

* T'o wear tight shocsat the dancing lesson R

. ‘\") :v

¢'T'o go info the garden and gather cherries
withontfeave

¢ No.!

s Toride the kicking pony 7*

¢ Tndeedy, my Icte. yon need not artempt
to find outs Listen to me ; if it p'eas s Gud
<hat T live untilyou heve ormpleted your sevens

teenth vear. T wilt refate to you my remptativie

*
if —listen to me, Katharine—1 am tuken fron
vou into the world of $oirits hefore you attvin
the beaugy and inevr the denper of womanhod
f wili eave 3 wr:t:en testimony thit may wary
vou hiow to aveid the sor-ows which haye plan.

tel and watered the wilows thit are a'ready
growing over iny eary grave.® .
K.te did not giite undarstind what her
sister me.int. hut she caw that her ryes weee-
fitled with tears. and so she erppt silentiv tn -
lier gide, and lovked up futo ner fuce aid felr
tier heart sad withia her, A litile time. and

- the sharp winds of an- upusually cold govinge

sent ( the physician said } pocr Rachel Morisom
toan exrly graves ‘There was one who kuew
o herwise, —who kuew that the iron bud euters
«d her sutl, and festered in its core. aud that
hev budy was too delicate to withstund: the
struggles of her mind.  Her mother clused
her eyes, and sorrowed even wer bier.—tut
unt as one-havings no hope. for hoer kst hirssed:
werds were. 1 know that wmy Redeemee
fiveth ¥ 'Theve was much mourving in the
bereaved dwelling. Kate wusable to feel and
to teil how tinly she missed ~
The glancing of her s'siers’s eyo,‘
The waving ut hee huir, .
The fuotsreps hahtiy gudmz by,
T'he haud so smiall wud faie.”
tut fitle Miriam shon furgot figr (roul Iﬂs
in the cxcitement of Llack frucks aud a crape
bunnet, . . -~
Yeurs pass, as. wel as moathe; avd when
wereview thenv, we think they pass as gickly,
The serraspiet af bo b is nearly the same § but
the prospecty how different ! Kausherine Mo-
risson, had completed: ber seventeenth year,

.and wes already qrrived at \he dangercus disw



