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OUR NEXT COMMERCIAL CRI8IàYL!y 2 1

The Merehant whio annuaBly pur-
ch;ises mîore g.oods thian he seils soon
(goes to rain. The fariner who ani-
nually buys $50 or $100 a year more
than hoe ricalizes for his produce
rcadily knows that he ifs getting
poorer, that hoe wil1 ere long be fairn-
less. Every busitiess mian is aware
thiat if his custouier- do îîot annually
pay hirn enoug,,h to cover his outlay
for stock and current expenrses, that
lio iili soonsc the face of a lawyer's
writ and liis'busitness have a Sheriff
to manage it.

The principle so plain and eaeélv to
bc understood in iDri;ate affair8, ap-
plie-. with exactly the ::ýnae resuits
to the annual businese operations
of' a whole country.

With the principle thus distinctly
stated upon which both inidiridual
and national Prosperity is founded,
we bave. - nly te Iearn the an4iual ini-
corne aakd expenditute of aly Miau or

of any country, to ascertain whether
th"y are financi4lly 8trong or weak,
whether they are progreesing to
wealth and independence or to ruin
and desolation.

The goveriment of a country Mnay
annually pay ail its current expenses
fri anuvual net revenue, and yet that
country be gurely progressi ng to ruin,
or thut governinent inay not pay one-
hiaif of its current expenses, and yet
that country be fast acnumulating
wealtb.

Ail tAiese who bava hitherto only
lookod to either the srnallneàs. or
greatnessl of Canada's national, debt,
as an index to the soundneas of its
commercial position, lutve been form-
ing conclusions from a knowledge
whieh cannot possibly have au.y dimet
or positive bearingr upon the qu3eto,
any mqr,, thon. tke. abiltil ao km&
lord t. psy. his annuel erp<e$ dfràn
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