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presence las always becn like a bcncdiction to Ihe younger niemx-
bers. Whilc wc symnpatlhizc (1Ceply with Dr. Lewis in his loss of a
life-long helpmtate anid comîpanliol, wC must also congratulate himn
uponl the meîcmories of gracious womanhood, of wlhich nothing can
robl him.

Such a calm and pcaccful journey on the down hill side of life
is vhat we are desiring for ouir wives and daugltcrs, and that they
nay have it, let is bear our share of social and cthical duties, and
not only as an association, but as individual members ofour chosen
profession, declare for the 'cs/ on all of the burning questions of the
day, at the samc time that we arc earnestly striving to reach Ile
clentist's ideal the time whlen thc dental office shall bc shorn of its
terrors, wlcn extraction and artifical teeth shall bc unknown be-
cause we shall have iastered the thcory of decay, ancd painful anîd
protracted operations shall be known no more forever, bccause
such operations as arc nccessary shall be painless in fact as well as
in thcory.

THE COUNTRY DENTIST.*

B3y DRZ. J. A. PB.îsoN, arton, VL

One of the questions wvhich confront the country dentist is how
to makc his practice pay' Iiin. If lie lias entered the profession with
the one idea that lie can get a living casier tian in some otie. way
and looks at the business wholly from a commercial standpoint,
.he is likcly to be one it is iot p1easant to practise beside.

The spiere of the country cicntist to a grcat extent is that of a
pioncer or missionary. When work is being donc for less than
gooCI conscientious hlonest work can reasonably be done for, the
quality of the work is quite likely to deteriorate vith the price. I
cati sec no reason why the country dentist should not and cati not
reccive a proper reinuneration for his services, provided lie is up
with the times and the comnunity in which he is located appreci-
ates and understands the advantages derived fronm dentistry. It
nust be borne ini mind, lowcver, that many of us arc practising in

localities so situated we seldom reccive a call from another dentist,
or corne in contact withx others in the profession, thius losing the
stimulus gencrated by social intercourse and interchange of thouglt
-witlh one another, therefore we must make a greater effort to kcep
in touch vith the tinies or we vill fall short of what we might be.
It is discouraging to plod along year after year in a community
whiclh, as a whole, arc ignorant of the acvantages derivcd from our
profession, only so far as to relieve them of an aching toothi by

e Read before Vermont State Dental Society.
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