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Fighting the Devil with Fire,

—— e

The above heading, when interprotod, means, dosing

the potato-beetle with Paris green We have never.
heen in favor of this, and have never practised it..

‘Dari i h i , ted by £
Daring the pavie, for such it has beon, created by. avoud tho sorst rayages of the bostlo

the appearance of this insect pest, heralded by the
tornble acconnts of its devastating march over the
Western prairies, it was well nigh uscless to argue
against the use of this virulent poison; but now that
we havo had the visitation three succossive years, and
havomanaged to survive, and also grow some potatoes,
perhaps a fow words of remonstrance may stand a
chance of being patiently read

One strong argument in oppasitim to the use of
tlis posonous application, is that it can be done
without. We have dispensed with it, and have had
as good potatoes as our neighbors. So have many
others, Of course, our cxpedient has been hand-
picking Very todious and costly, it is objected.
Not so very, after all  An intelligent farmer, in the
state of New York, who has carefully oxperimented
on it these three seasons past, says hand-preking can
be done for three dollars an acre.  Take the cost of
Paris green, and the value of the time it requires to
putat oo, and how machdu you save by the use of it 7

The fact that the substance i3 a virulent poison
should deter from ita use unless absolutely necessary.
It requires the greatest eare in handling, so as not to
gct nto the throat aud nostrils of the op-rater Tt
is by no means certan that it does not affect the
plaut and tuber. Entomologists have denied that 1t
does them harm, DLat w- are not convineced. and
refuse to bo until svme satisfa_tury Cxpericnce prove
that those who take tmus grouad are right. Tlorists
know quite well how readily coloring matter 13 taken
up by plants, and some of the mast Urilliant and
charming cffects have been produced in this way
Some cases of severe dmgrhu:n, woe have known
attributed to eating carly potatoes, may very likely
have been at least partially caused by theapplication
in question. In one neighborhood that we could
mention, about a score of cows have died the present
summer. A post mortem cxamination of some of
them showed the presence in their stomachs of Paris
green 1n suflicicnt quantity to cause death They
were cows that ran on the commons, and thoy
obtained the Paris green either by cating grassin the
vicinago of potato patches that had been dosed with
it, the wind having spread it outside, or by cating
.potato tops thrown over tho fences out of plots where
tho poison had been used.

A third conmideration against thus practico is, that
it thwarts the very means to which wé are warranted
in looking for ultimato deliveranco from this pest.
Prof. Riley, aud other eminent entomologists tell us,
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that already twelve or thirteon insect enemics of the
potato beetla have beon discovered preying upon it,
and it is to the multiplication of these, and the
vigorous prosecution of their mission, that wo must
look for the extermination of the nuisance. But
Paris green is as fatal to our frionds as to our
encmigs, It is Like & double-back-action-gun an the
battle fisld—at kills car allies as well as our invaders.’

The advice is usur lly given to plant very early to,
But a corres !
pondent of the Cuuntry Gentleman, who advocatcs’
hand-picking, says he shall plant none hut early
vareties hereaftor, such as the Early Rose and Peer-
less, and plant them late. e thiuks the early
potato crop oaly provides rich pasturage for the
beetle, facthtating their increase, and helping their
depredations. Whether potatoes are planted early or
late, cultivators cannot be too prompt in watching for
the appearance of tho beetle, so as to destroy thew,
and with them their progeny for the season.

Threshing and Stacking Wheat.

Mr. Joscph Harris contributes the following lively
and instructive article on the above subject to the
American Agriculturist for September :

We are now (July 23) threshing our wheat —
drawing it in from the ficld as wo thresh. I am the
only man 1n this neighborhood who adopts this prac-
tice. Come and sce how it works, After the wh-at
18 cut, and the sheaves put into stooks, we rake the
ground carefully between the rows of stooks, grng
over the ground twice in opposite directions. Before
commencing to thresh, weload up all the rakings
When t.eso aro threshed, allis plain sailing  We
have thrée waggons and two teams; as soon asa
waggon is unloaded, it is gushcd out of the way by
hand, and the nextload is driven up. The man who
has just unloaded the previous waggon, takes off the
teamand puts it on to the empty waggon, aad goes to
the ficld for another load.  He reaches the pitcher
just ashe has finished the third load, and tho work
1s fairly commenced. There is ono waggon at the
machine, another going back or forth, and another
being loaded in the field. = Where this kind of work
i3 now to tho men, it will be likely to dissipate some
of their old traditions, Thoy will find that a machine
does not thresh as fast as they have hitherto sup-
posed. Two of my best men jumped on to tho wag-
gon to throw the shecaves to the machine. I'had a
man to spare for half an hour, so I £~"3 nothing It
is ono of the old notions that it take. two, three or
four men to *‘ get the gran to the n.chine” from
tho stack or bay. **One mancan't gi. .t usasfast
we wantat,” said the threshers. *Perhaps not,” Tre-
plicd, “but at any rato one mancan throw tho sheaves
pitch them on to the waggon.” **Wo want thre

ood 1men on the straw stack.”  This is another tra

itional notion. Une man is pitchingon toa wagil
gon all the _rainand straw that is going throug
that machin

But wait. Thoy have just finished & load, and
tho threshers sco wo aro talking about them, and are
dawg their best. Lot ussce how long at. takes to
thresh the next load. How.loug? Fourteon' min-

utes, and thore was.}5 bushels in tho load. That
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will do, Ngw then, about stacking tho straw. Wi
a fair crop of wheat like this, that'will go 0y,
bushels per acre, thereis about 100 lbs. of straw ¥
vach bushel o in. = That load ‘we have just
threshed, therefore, weighed 2,400 1ba. The machins
takes out 900 Iba. of grain, and 1,500 1bs, of dtraw'is
elevated by the straw darrieron to thestack. Npw,
if one man can pitch 2,400 Ibs. on to a waggon, at
average height of 9 feet, why are threo stquimen
required to handle 1,600 Ibs. in the same time on the
level? *‘You get on to the atack and try il,” ssya
the Deacon, “‘and you will find out.” I'hsve begn
there a great many times, The labor conaists, aot
m mowving the straw, bat in moving yourself abqut
tho stack. Aund the way to lessen the Iahoris to
make large forkfuls An average forkful of straw,
say as large as a two-bushel basgkot, does nat weigh
more than 8 Ibs, As men usually build a stack, they
walk around the outside more than in ike centre,
whilo the centro ought to be kept full and trodden
solid, go that, as tho stack settles, the inside orroof
shall not settle as much as the outside. ~ To do this,
aswell as to lessen the labor, youshould, inbuilding
the outside layers of the stack, take pains to get the
largest forhfuls of straw, and not waste gourstrength
in “placing a thin layer of straw around the outside
of the stack. It is like carrying water in a two-
quart pail.  You move 150 1bs. of your own weight
to move 4 lbs. of water. .

Bvery year before commencinﬁ to thresh, the
question arises “*how long and how wide shall we
make the stack bottom 2" “This year we made it 36
fecet long and 20 feet wide. The machine stands
about three fect higher than the hottom of the stack.
After wo had threshed 402 bushels of wheat, the
stack was 24 feet high, with an average width of 25
feet, and an average length of 38 fect.  The stack,
theretore, contans -2,800 culnc feet.  And if wo
caleulate that cach bushel of wheat gives us 100 1bs
of straw, there arc 20 tons of straw in the stack
This 1s not far from my old rule of calcnlating, that
each ton of straw requires about 1,050 cubic feet of
space. **But you wont leave your stack without
topping it off, " remarks the Deacon.  No, T have ﬁot
about 8 tons more straw to put on top ; and it hias
%ot to go up therc whether 1t will or not. By

fouday morning the stack will havo settled at least
four feet, and Ii yropose to carry the walls up four
fecet ligher than ﬂ}icy are now. Then by making a
good steep roof, it will hold it all, and we shall have
28 tons of straw in a stack, the bottom of which is
36 fcet long and 20 fect wade. It is of course more
Iabor to top off a hugh stack, but thereisa 811‘_0-'1? M-
vantagof 1 getting as much straw as pogsiblo under
one roof.

-

- .
1.

e =

An English Prize Farm.

Tho Royal Agncultural Society. which held its
annnal show at Bedford 'in July, offered among its
premuums a prize of a fifty-guines cup and fifty
sovereigns for the best-managed farm, and another of

off tho waggon as fast as tho man in thoe ficld can i hity sovercigns for the second-best farm. Desorip-
,tions of these farms are published in our English
{ exchanges, and we copy from the Agricultural Gazelle

the following account of the first-prizo farm of Mr.
Ruchard Checlkloy, of Broghorough, Bedfordshire.
Mr. Checkley's farm occupios aboub a. square mile
of land between tho Ridgmount and Lidlinglon ata-
tsons on tho Bedford and Bletchldy lino, by wlich it
is divided. 1t lies on'tho dark-colored Oxford clay

hero forming a ridge or cscarpment, on the l}ci‘gh;pi



