
14b USE OF ToBACCO.

the weed ; and as men, wonen and chiildren, arc ail fond of un:
ing the ricl, and the oreat, soon the signs of ivealth, intelIigem
and patriotism, began to fall in pearly drops fron the nasal a
pendage, or was ejected from the maouth in torrents of amber,
huge volumes of smoke. And so popular did its use becomie il
it was thought nothing would finish a young buck so completeN
tobacco ; and nothing else would so polish and preserve
teeth, and give a proper aromna to the breath of a young lady
mopping ber nouth with maccoboy. And it was fully belid
that it added greatly to the matronly appearance of a y(î
mother, ine ased the sap of life, and made the baby grow, for
to suck the perfumes of tobacco through an elder stick ii
chimney corner ; and many have done so till they look as ao
as a smoked ham.

So prevalent became the use of this poison, that in ail cla\se;
society, in ail places, at ail tines, under ail circunstances, the c
tom vas possessed of almost omnipresence. The family hearth
stained, the sanctuary was polluted with aworse then pig-v
even the pulpit fouled by emanations fron the nastv reservo
him that had vowed eleanliness before God and iman. The w
atmosphere seemed tainted with the nauseous fumes of tobac
and ail this time but little was said about -the nature or ellec
the barbarous custom. Truc, now and then an Abercroi
would declare snuff did not injure the brain, for no person that
any brains would use it ; a philanthropist would count its cot,
the benefit it would be to the world if differently applied, and
lish to the world the result of his calculations ; or a moralist iv
expatiate upon the immorality of the habit ; but as a general
the wbole world of tobacco worns were allowed to feed upon
leaf in undisturbed felicity. Perhaps the reason for thi sileic
the press, the platform, and the pulpit, vas that it bas ala
been the policy of the Church to attack the most important er
and evil practices prevalent, as the circumstances around gaa
each a particular prominence. Thus while the great sin
intemperance and slavery have been thoroughly canvassed,
exposed in ail their deformity, and the voice of philanthroc
moralists, and religionists, bave been heard ail over the citi
ivorld denouncing these great sins, warning the unwary, tryi
reclaim the fallen, and bring back the wanderer, comparatively
has been said about the use as a luxury of that powerful p
tobacco. But the developments of the past few years lias o


