
TIiE VAIlATIONS OF POPIY.

of aclcnowledged reputation and autho- persplculty, rejectetit as a demonstration of
rity take very difforent ground, and Pirgatory.
one man vill lay great stress on an ar- [ obscurity, says Estins, las occasioned
gument which another entirely repu- m
diates. Then, there are the dissensions Alexanner arim a e leilnrmmn,
of the monastie orders. The Franciseans 1>1 iec imethe colltetia -
rmaintain the Immaculate Conception of Sains, ef the andiDgineret is
the Virgin: the Dominicans stoutly f S
deny it;-the latter incline to Calvin- part of tli Inspircd Volume, and their col-
istie views of doctrine; the Jesuits are lections afford no very flattering view of the
Armenians. Party is ranged against unity tf Romanism.
party, and uninterested observers cannot ie principal significations which have
fail to form the conclusion that pre-emi- beco attacliet te the Apostolic expression,
nonce and power are valued much more arc thrco. Gregory, Augustin, Bernard.
than truth. In short, Bossuet thought and Beta accoulît tle fire a metaphor fur
ho had achieved a great victory when lie tribulation, tenptation, or trial ln this life.
published bis Histoire des Variations, Tie Roman Pontiff and Saints, as well as
but bis was a vain boast : to the " Va- tii
riations of Protestantism," we can add ens nk, refer he e eoe
the " Variations of Popery."

Dr. Edgar's work has been many years doath; ant se exolude posthumeus expiation.
before the public, andishighîly esteemed. Similar to this is Cietai's expianation, whi
It is a convincing and complote exposure makes it signify severe judgments.
of Papal diversity. Mr. Sparry's edi- Origin, Ambresius, Lactantius, 3asil,
tion deserves universal patronage. It jerome, ana Augustin, accerding te rstius,
is well executed, and it is to be furnished rechon the iaîîguago literai, ant refer lt te
(it is issuing in parts) at the astonish- the g.e.rai conflagration, on the day of the
ingly low price of one dollar. last jutgment; tiougb Purgatory, at that

We give an extract, as a specimen of period, wili, according te Bellarmin, bc eva-
the style and mnanner of the writer:-the syle nd ianne of he wîter cuateti andi left empty. Thlis ancient inter-

"Paul's vords to the Corinthiains have pretatien has beer followed b> Lombard,
also been pressed into the service, for the Aquinas, Hahno, Mcuiîî, and Esius. This
support of Purgatory. The Apostle of Tar- part> make saint ant sinner pass tbrouglî
sus t4ught the Christians of Corinth that the the fiery erdeal, ivhieh ivili try the %vork of
professor, building ' wood, hay, or stubble,' every one, wiether ho buila goit or sîlver
on the foundation, thougli bis ' work shall on te foundation, or wood, hay, and stub-
be burnt, shall be saved, yet se as by fire.' bie. Buttheinterm adiateplace ofpurgation,
This fire, say Bellarmin, Ward, Challenor, in the tieoiogy "'aomanism, contains on]>
the Council of Sens, the Latins in the Coun- the middling class, who are guilty of ial
cil of Florence, and many other advocates of fraiity.
Romanism, awaits the perpetrator of trifling Chrysosteni ant Tleotoret interpret Paul's
transgressions in the middle state. diction, te signify the unquenchable fire of

The difficulty of this passage miglt have heu, and these two Grecin cenmentators
caused some hesitation in making it the basis have heen foliowet, sa> Bellarmin, Calmet,
of any system. Its difficulty lias been ac- ant Alexnner, b> Theopiyiact, Sedulus,
knowledged, in emphatic language, by Au- aid Anselm. This vas the opinion ef t'ae
gustin, Beda, Bellarmin, Alexander, and whoie Grecian communien. 'he Greeks,
Estius. Bellarmin repr.sents it as one of accortingly, ln the Couacil of Florence, re-
the obscurest, and, at the sane time, one of presentet the fire mentioned b> the Apostie,
the usefullest passages in all Revelation. Its net as Purgatorian, but eternai. Alexander
obscurity, in Bellarmin's opinion, contributed ant Erasmus aise dechare against the Popish
to its utility, as it enabled the Jesuit, with a exposition of Patnls language; ant dispiay
little management, to explain it as he pleased. the sîngular unanimity of Romish theole-
But Alexanitder, with more sense, candour, gians, cemmentators, ant Saints. Gregory,
anti onesty, ha%, on accunt of Its want of Augusti , Bernardi, anti Beda appear, onthis
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