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The foilowfrig paper contains some, impressions on
the Oyster 3ishery of Canad.a, gained1 duriug a six-
weeks' sojourn at the Canadlian Mari-ne B3iologieal
Station at Malpeque, P.E.I., diuing the summrer of
1903. The Oystzr, as inost- are awvare, belongs to the
bivalve section of the Mol0lusca or shell-:fish, aud is a
relative of the Clain. This di-vision of the Molusea is
isually designated Laniellibranchiata from the lamellar
(plate-li«ke) character of the. gili. The sheil is secreted
by a fold of s1iu hanging down :freely at the side of
the body, termcd the mande, and the bivalve character
of the sheil is due to the f act that in LameMlbranchiata
the mantle consists of a rigit and left fold, eaeh, of
,whicb. secretes, one valve of the shell, whilst the flexible
horny binge wblich unites the two valves ïs secreted
by the sldu of the back of the anim-a], just between the
points of oigin of the two foicds consdituting the
niantie.

The Oyster however differs from the Clam and in-
deed from inost of the Iame]]ibranchiata i several
important respects. As a ride i bivalve Mollusea bath
valves are precisoly sinilar in size and shape, and the
animal during life assumes an upright position with


