THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN
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UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE

By Bt'sho;) Heber.

Beneath our feet and o’er our heads
Is equal warning given ;

Beneath us lie the countliess woad,
Above us is the heaven !

either side, and the well-built chancel 1s beautitied
by pamted glace, on which a female devotee isiepre-
sented as kneeling bef e herspriest.  The pareh-
ment records in the hege oahen chest at the parson-
age, were interesting to me. 1t recorded with pleas-
ing minuteness (would it not be well ift equal care
were used in this country also, Messes Rditors 2)
when the chureh has been from time to time repuir-
ed by those who have lang ance monidered under
her msies—how aune rector planted a grove, winch
another afterwards eatended, and in fact furnished
authentic data for every important parochial event
But my enthusiasm ontrans my judgment, and 1
must return to my (riend and his family. Well then,
that family consicted of himeelf] his wife, and their
two sons. At the time of my viat. the one was
sevenfeen, the other about eighteen months young-
er. ‘They had just returned from a public school,
and their father bad deteimined on becoming hm-
self’ their anxious tutor.  He had imbibed against
large boarding schools, prejudices which sometimes
vented themselves in the words of Cowper-—
““ Am I then well content my son should find
No nourislhiment to feed his growing mind,
But conjugated verbs and nouns dechined. ™
Should your indulgence permit, Messrs. Editors,
following comw "mications will furni<h the substance
of the more iniportant and religions mstructions
which my host bestowed on his attentive pupils
May that gracinus and enlightening spirit, whose
aid we shonld ever humbly and earnestly implore,
bless this attempt to diffise somewhat of sound and
religious learning among your readers, especially the
younger portion of them ! Si6a14,
Fek. 1837.

’

Death rides an every passing breezo,
He lurks in every flower;

Each season has 1ts own discase,
s penl every hour !

Our eyes have seen the rosy light
OFf youth's soft checek decay,
And fate descend in sndden night

On manhood’s middle day.

Our cyes have scen the steps of ngd
Ialt feebly towards the tomb,

And yet shali earth our hemts cagage,
Aund dieam ot days to vome ?

Turn, mortal, tura! thy danger know,
Where'er thy foot can tread,

The earth rings hollow from helow,
And warns thec of her dead !

Purn, Christian, turn! thy soul apply
‘To truths divinelv given;

The bones that underneath thee he
Shall live for hell or heaven!

REST IN HEAVEN,

If ever life should scem
To thee a tedious way,
Al wladness cease to beam
Upon its clouded day ;
If,like the weary dove,
O’er shoteless oceandriven;
Raise thou thine eve atove,
There’s rest for thee in heauen.

THE PRAYER BOOK.

The following is one of a thousand instances of a
similar character, illustiating the happy influence of
our mode of public worship upon the minds of youth
in their tender years.

In the town of $—-— lived an icteresting and re-
spectable fa-nily, the parents of swhich had been {or
many ye.rs exemplary and devoted members of the
‘Congregationa] Churceh.  The jr first serious impres-
'sions having heen recgived under the ministrations of
‘that order, together with numerous interesting recol-
- ltections and early associations, had greatly strenath

But 0, ifthornless flowers
Thioughout thy pathway bloom,
And gaily fleet the hours,
Unstained by carthly gloowm;
Still let notevery thought
To this poor warld be givens
Nor always he forgot
T'hy betler rest in heaven.—Axox.
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YOUTII'S DEPARTMENT.

For the Colonicl Churchman.

INSTRUCTIONS,—NO. I,

Christians.  On a pleasunt Sabbath in 1830, this fami-
ly was seen in the Episcopal congregstion, as silent
. .. . speclators, looking fur some interest in the preaching,
During a visit to England. it matters not when, ori g 150 frequer tly the case, without any wish or de-
for what purpose, 1 "".‘03'"13‘1 the {)nhmaq of u“l’ "N sire to join wn the worship. ‘They supposed, as thou-
teresting tannly to whom Iam about to mtroduce gap05 “do that the mode of worshy was all a dead

. onders.  'The f: i ; ] Lo .
your young readers.  ‘The father had wingled in ”‘egfnrm, containing little or no food for the soul. A

bustimg exaitements of a life of business, but qh:uvl member of the famly, an interesting, lovely oy of
;sl‘l'{xf'iltl(:sacf)';‘t);‘g?:‘,"f"(:)tr:ﬁ:rj\axte:l'l!:llg‘212?;:1:;1?) (;g ﬁ;g;!'bnghl prowise, the hope und joy of his foud father
name, stood haif emboweied among trees which i"i‘impresscd with the solemmty und beaaty of the ser-
Xngli nd ave preserved with prudent care.  Stately|yice.  After reaching howe, the family aircle beirg

elms, so old that *‘ none knew ought about theiry ssombled, with great apparint anxnty and inferest,
* . . . .
vouth.” flourrsned along the whole length of the g i he to his parents, * Pa, why don’t you and ma

hawthorn hedge, a,nd the fir which so lxberal:yadqrns.ha‘.c books and read at Church? Are you never
the torests and ﬁ&d-‘i'Of”"-* countey, were there jea-jaging to become Chritians? Ths mother rephed,
lously protected and guarded from mjury. At @ Would you read af you had a book?” ¢ That [
» H 1 \ ) 3 M - .
short distance, hencath a gentie hill, “'?]m situateiould,” smd he with a mest esrnest and inploring
the neat cottages of the tenantry, with tidy garden j0k. " A sum of money suiicient to prrehase one

DOMESTIC

ened and confirmed their sttachment to that budy of

and mother, some seven or eight years old. was much

spots in the front, and well ploughed fields and flour-

jnas put into Lis hauds and he was <hortly after at the

prejudices of their birth and education atonce began
to mive way. The character and claims of the Church
jwere wveshgated, and both parents sre now not only
remmunicants, but warm adwirers of that mode of
swoership which so much sttracied the aitertion an:d
!secured the warm attachment of their little <on.  No
lureater distinction do thoee parents now desire for
‘their san, thun that he may become an exemplary and
wseful mmister in the Church, they now so highly es-
tem and love.—Gam. Obs,

INTELLIGENCE.

CHANRLCS SIMEON.

DEATH OF THE REV.

The Ceath of this eminent and excellert clergy an
i~ thus arnounced in the London Kecord of Novem-
ber 14th:-~

“I'ho hopes which were entertained rospecting
that vererable father of the Church, the Rev br, Si-
weon, ttat he micht Lave been raised up from his
lte llness, it has pleased the Great Head of the
Chutch to disappoint. He died in peace soon after
two o’clock yesterdav (Sunday.) During the last
week or more his re noval had been daily expected;
but he continued se' sible, with only oceasional sufs
fering, LIl wittin a day of his death  His loss, we
ueed 10t say, will be extensively felt; but never was
lan instance of a servant of God ending bis days in
'move perfect composure, with his house more com-
.pletely set in order, his work finished, and his whole
{soul prepared and waiting for his change. He was
'in bis 78th year, and had been minister of Trinity
Church, Camhiidge, fifty-four years.”

‘Fhere have been few clergymen of the present day,
in any part of the world, whose lives have beea sb
consistent and holy, or whose usefulness has been so
ereat as that of Mr. Simeon. We ance had the plea-
sure of vi-iting bim at Cambridge, and also on a sub-
«equent occxsion at another place; circumstances
which we me tion to assure our readers, so far 8s our
observation and the unvarying attestations of others
could enable us, of the justice of the eulogiums appli-
ed tolis churacter, Asa preacher he was remarka-
ble for solidity, simpl:city and impressiveness, if not
cloquence. As a wniter he has been peculinrly sod
eminently successfal.  Without the slightest effort to
reuder them populsr by the glitter of a gaudy style,
or eccentricitivs of matter, bis sound good sense and
sctiptural theology have gained for his writings an
extensive cirenlation. Several editions of his vari-
ous works have been published, the last comprising
them all in 21 velumes8vo.  Of this a splendid copy
15 to be found in the Philadelpbia Library, presented
by the author.

‘I he following sketch of Mr. Simeon’s life and cha-
racter, is {rom the second volume of the ¢ Bri!ish‘
Pulpit,” by the Rev. W. Suddards, recently publish-
vd:

l
!« TLis eminent clergyman of the €hurch of Eng-
land presents an instance of how much good the ine
ventive genius and ardent spirit of real piety may oe-
.complish in a canparatively priv-te station. He
'was born the heir of a considerable estate: and has
resided from bis youth—first as u scholar, aud then.
as a fellow —at the university of Cambridge. Having
carly attained a spiritual knowledge of the truth, he
hus devated his life, and influence and wealth to the
promotian of the principles of evangelical piety in tho
iEnglish Church.  He has now attained the sge ot
near fomsrore years; and for more than hulfa cen-
tury has occupied the ground on which he stiil stands,

ishingz pastures avound them.  How delightfulit was'y5u5e of the clerzyman, presenting his money with ajtestifving to small and grest the great principles of,
quictly 1o gaze on the lovely scenery around, and .5t cheerful, smiling comtenance, and asking for'the Gospel of the Lord Jesus. When he first com-
occasionziiv to listen to the music of birds, or (0 5 prayer haok, which was immedistely handed to him,{menced his efforts as a preacher in Cambridge, it was
catch the distant sound of the chiming of the church accompanted with some expressiors of warm approba-,in the face of much reproach, for wh-t appeared to
bells, which in that nesghbourhood furmshed inno- 40n for the uncommon and sncrpeeled interest shuwrymany to be new daetrines iv the Church. — But uo-
cent pastime to the parish clerks and therr band of (o0 (he hook. ‘T'he writer well recullects with what ayder the blessing of God, he bias seen these haly doc-
ringers.  And the venerable church too, near the i heart and lively, glowing countenance beamingt:ines spreading ther influence around him, until 2
manor-house ! It had been used (so the legend ran) with jay, the much desired {reasure was roceived lw!v«rv large portion of the clergy. of the E-tablished
asa castle of defence on the disbunding a detach- e ifle lad.  He very soon learned to find the diff: r-|Church are united with hin; not 4 few of whom have
ment of Qaver Cromwell’s army, in that part of they g,y paits of the service asnd breame as regular in theybeen iflurnced in their course by him, in preaghing
Li gdom in the vear 1656. ‘responses ss any member of the Church. ‘The effectitie same faith which was once destroyed. The influ-

The -triling appearance of the cathedrals and

upan the parests was moest happy. On wvitnessing

churches of Fagland, are among the very last fea-ithe growing delizht in the service mamfested by an

turcs of its delightful and soothing scenery, which
the meuwoty can foraake.  Dut S—— chureh is pe-
culiary interesting in its appearance.  Its town is

topped with turrets, like these of more ancient cas-i

“attless youth of such tender vears, whom they almost
idolized, in connectinn with the deep imprescion
made upon their mnds by the very touching nquiry,
‘““are you never going to become Chuistiansf™ the

.

ence of Mr. Simeon upon young men in the Univer-
-ty yreparing for orders, has been very great and
useful. Many such louk up to him as to a father 1n
the Lord, and have rea-on to bless God fr baving
stationed him thus, =s it were, ¢ a doorkeeper in tho
bouse of the Lerd.””




