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cause you know they carut corne back tu

prove you the biar you are. "'e will defy
yuu, for Randals right L5 as firni as the
rock and you knuw it.'

'I'hat Ls why you bave offered nie a
hundred puund to go La Anierica with, is
it " she returned. 1,It was kind of yuur
unaser,-how generous hie must be, guod
mnan !Ligbt caorne, light go, 1 reckon 'bis
wîîb him,"

I' do flot say the offer is froni humi,
larrieL," saLd AXbel, now evidently restraîn-

ing bnseif ;"but if 'lis where's the barni?
lie bas donc you wrong,-he bias wronged
nie t00 wîthout knowîng it,- but Mary left
hini of bier uwn free wiil and is now doing
weli in America, nu dorîbt of that. Stili,
he is wiliing ta atone for Lt as far as may
be ;and 1 myseif, thougb 'twill pinch me
crueliy, wili add another bundred for old
limes' sake."

-L.et hini make bier an bonesl wuman,"
she said ; Iloniy that way cao lie rigbl ber
in the eyes of God and the world."

IBut il is tuu late for that, I tell yau,
Harriel, and hie wants this other girl's
înuoney lu keep bis bead abuve water.
ijstcn, Harriet :we are both up in years,
but older folk tban we are marry every
day. ILet this mnalter drop, and 1 wil
take you 10 churcb the day aller tbey are
nîarried. You used tu love me once ; late
though it is, hecume iny wife n0W."

Thbe wumnan surveyed him witb dilated
eyes. l'or a moment she said nothing,
but when she spoke il was with loathing
and abburrence.

Il Vour vwife !" slhe cried, IIyour wile
D)o >'ou neyer think of the lime when 1
begged you lu make me that, bu save une
and the quickened babe from the pointed
linger and the jeer that culs worse than a
knife ? Vou left nie lu bear my disgrace
as best 1 couid, and besides beconinug a
i>ywurd lu the whole parusb, my shame
sborîencd my pour father's days, for bie
neyer bcld up bis bead from that bour.
VIour wife ! you wuuld make me a wife
nuw bu make sure uf my longue, crafty oid
fox that you are."

IlI could flot nîarry then i tb' oid timie,
liarriet lass," hie said, "and weii yu
know it. 1 had oniy just got int service
here wî' th' oid squire, and mnarriage would
ha' been niy ruin. Wh'en 1 was willhng to
set ye right Wl' the worid yuu had van-
ished, but yuu know right enough that 1
sent you what 1 couid every nuw and
agaifi."

ILet it be," she cried, Illet Lt be, in
God's narfie, or 1 may do you a mischief,
Abel l'ilgrini. TIhe thouglit of wbat 1
sufféred inakes me feed like a devil. It
was a judgment on me for rny pride, for
rny love of finery, for the deiight 1 took
in nîy own good looks. <;od in heaven !
for years the bicsscd face o' nature, the
fields and the fluwers were hateful to me,
and but for my chiid 1 wouid have gone
tu find out if the bell beyond was worse
than that 1 iLved in> And hie, hie rcanme
and hiasted hier life as you had biasted
mine ! Curse hirn curse him here anîd
bereafter !may the lightning biast his
body' and the devii take bis soul!

Exhausted by the force of bier passion
the woman sank down on the setule and
covercd bier bead witb hier apron. ht is
possible that, as she sat there rocking from
side to side in anguisb, some compunction
visitcd the spectator's bosom, but if s0 it
was well concealed. It was useless to try
furthcr persuasion whiie thLs moud was on
hier, and Abel Piigrim was quick to recog-
nize the lad. Taking up bis hat be turned
to leave the cottage. Stupping at the
tbresboid hie said siowiy and distinctiy:

IHarriet, the past is gone and donc
with, but we can do mnuch îuwards setling
îhings right if we arc willing tu try. TIhink
on wbat I offer you,-you needn't live wi'
me, lass, if yuu don't like to,-but you
will be an honest wuman, and 1 swear to
God that Randall Arderne shall have our
Mary brought back to you, ave, if hie has
to go and fetch hier the day after lus
wedding. You and 1 have summat lu live
for, after ail, and I wili sec to Lt that the
girl shahl have a carniage tu ride in. TIhc
cards are ours, and if we play tbemi right

i.


