1 bone. Theyaremr—breathmg animals,
|:Tespiring through « blow-holes,” or

oy suﬁ‘erance that they are called

N ‘blooded. In short; they belong to\_
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‘:AMONG THE WrIALES

Wbales are the. ]mgest living’ ammals now
known, and well spoken of by Burke as
“gigantic game,”: Ini- general, they ‘are
.divided into, Phytophagous, ot plant-eaters,
Zoophagous, or animal-eaters. 'They have

100 external ear, othier than an orifice; no

visible neck no hau- or scales on the body.
‘Some-are supphed with teeth in.
'both jaws, some only in the lower
jaw, some have 1o tecth at all, as in
‘the vamety that gives-us the whale- '

.1ore reﬂular nostrils.  So it is only

- fishes,” a8 & true fish is net an air-
‘breathing animal;  They have two :
wventricles to theheart, and are warm-

‘the great family of mammials.

“Whales show:their age in the color
of their ‘skin, as we do in, our hair; 3
“white:and, gmy appearing upon it as
they, advance in years. Some thus
Dbecome: prebn.ld or spotted with age, .
Occasronally Specimens, of . some

_great Northern Rorqual, the largest

“veTieties, Bean an, enormous length =
fromi 80 to 100 feet, and in . olden
txmes, when not so thmned out by
the murderous: harpoon, they may
have éxtended themselves even still
farther, . A certain spedimen of the

of the whale tribe, is said to have
measured 105 feet. . And 'in the
-single stomach of one of this variety, were

|| found some hundreds of large cod, and ap:

parently as many thousands of pilchards, &

fish near the size of the herring, It'is sup-
posed that their eyesrght may be more acute
and powerful under water, than at the
surf').ce and also somewhat so with their
heanng ; which may possibly account for the
facility with -which the whale-boats . cet 80

| near them. -

The two varietics of whales plmcrpally
‘sought for by our whale-ships are the Spermm
Whale (Cachatot), and the Right Whale|

mouth. is 1mmense, ettendmg nearly the

‘(Baleana mystlcetus) ~The Sperm While,
from which comes our sperm oil and
sperm, candles, . has 1ts lower jaw stronO‘Iy'-.

toothed, hahging :on to an enormous

head,” which measures at least one-third
This. great head has,
in it a'large cavity, called & “ease,” where
the spermacetx, or sperm oil is secretegl and

of the entire body.

held and from wlnch it is- baled out, some->
times in’ quantities amountmg to a ton or

8| %0, or ten or twelve barrels or more. .. i}

*Its heart, ,also,is saidito be in some mstances

solargeasto throw forward from ten to ﬁfteen.

gallons of bloocl abastroke. Of corse; the |
entire length of the great head, and with a
throat to ccorrespond ; appnrent]y ample to
receive the body of ‘a- man. At least; mo

fisherman lost in it has ever come back ‘to.
~|ed on the waves,

controvert the statement.
The skm of’ the sperm whale is genemlly

‘| the boat that happens to.be e\actly in his

| water, and to’ fall

monstrous * side.
|{And alas! for the .

|pierced by the- )
"éh'arp

| 'Wwhen he comes.to *
|whiat. - the sailors:

Dlack, shaded into white on  the, Jbelly, Im-, call his. “ﬂurry " Lnslnng the waves w1th
medmtely under the skin ; lies ‘the blubber,’ l_us tremeridous tarl, he “maketh the deep,” |-
or fat, whlch boiled or melted, furnishes the [‘ag the book ofTob'says, “to boil like a pot: |
common oil. One of large sizé may afford;{so. that one would tlunk the deep to be
100 or even 150, barrels. When alarmed, hoary LA :
this monster spouts with tremendous noise, |, : The Rrght Whale differs in structure from‘
ejecting the water through his blow-holes the Sperm Wlmle, ‘and is typically lmger,‘ |
With mtense velocrty When lle dccules to u.nd aﬁ'ords very much more oil, 150, 200, or
: even-more barrels from one- carcase.

This is the variety that gives us our
whalebone or “baleen,” commonly
“called in England whnle fin ;* as
also dealers in it there are known as
. % whale-fin merchants.” This whale-
bone is: uttachetl o the upper jaw,

- ond composes all- the tecth that the
creature has, - It hangsin long strips,

~or blades, up’and- down ‘the huge

mouth, and_acts as'a seine,met, or
stmmer to eatcli the minute shruups |
medus:e, &e., for food

In feedmg it; opens wide its caver-
nous jaws and 8wims forward at a
£1 most rapid rate; engulfing miultitudes

- innumerable of~the fish kind, which’
it cetches or detaing w1th its hmryi
whalebone seine, whrle the water;

s camns at ‘the sides of tke- mouth..
"The poor little shrimps and other, "
kindred creatures séldom find eseape,
f/ . through the closely-grated gates of
-this, . to them, most horrible  dental
. apparatus. So true isit that *the
big fish ea} wp the liitle ones.” Then
_ man steps in and uses up the big
ones. But how long it may be before-he
has used them all up it is unpossrble to
conjecture. But the thing itself is ot im-
possible.

As to the dangers, sometimes sailors get
entangled in the line attached to the har-
poon, and are so dragged into and under the
water. Mr. John Dillingham, now livingat
Edgartown, Mass, was once so dragged
down beneath the waves,” but with- great

leave the dangerous nearness to h15 hunters,
he gmduully sinks his heavy ‘head below the
urface - until- obfaining ‘o perpendicular
dn:ectlon, with tail up; and, then shoots him-
self straight down mto the fathomless deeps ;|
there ‘to stay forty or fifty mmutes, or a
shorter time, at his pleasure. And woe to

path shen he comes 1ip. again.. Many &
boat’s crew ‘have found: themselves flying in_
the air, or seatter-

By such an agency!

- This huge crea<"
tire is sometimes -

known to -leap
clear" out of the -
back upon ' -his
side.

boat’s crew that
are then wunder
hun' When struck
by the harpoon, or

lance, his ¢
srgns of pu.m are
distressmg in the
xireme;and most
errific are his dy-
ing’ wnthmgs,

"D Normryy | - -
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