THE CATHOLIC.

upon it, and devour it! Zhe hireling, says the
Saviour, and he, who is not the shepherd; whose own

he sheep are not ; sceth thewolf coming, and leav-|:
th the sheep, and fleeth; and the wolf catcheth and),

scattereth the shegp and the hireling flecth, because
he js o hirveling, and he carclh not forthe sheep.—
Joha x. 1. Naotso the good shepherd,  He givelh
even hislife for the sheep.—~Not so the Catholic pas-
{or, whu enters the sheepfold by the duer; to whom
the porter openeth; while fhey who climb up another

1" eording to his promise, the absolvingsentence pass-
! ed upon them by his lawful minister.

i The soul being thus rew.s ved in grace, the boily,
 her sinful organ, is next auncinted, and sanetified
rinall its senses,  Zhe whole man, thus pugified from
I the contagion of sin, is clothed with his original jus-
Itice, and fitted for appearing before his Maker.—
| ‘Fhon from bis loving Savicur does he finally receive
i, the cordial kiss of rcconciliatien in the #ialicum,
I his strengthening food against the last conilict he

yhas to sustain with the adversary :the heavenly fare,
‘spread out for us upon that fable, which God has
Some, ¥ know, of the Protestant clergy, from; prepared before us. agzainst thase that afflict us:—
their own natural goodness of heart; or to win the! Ps. xxit, §.~the truc Pasch, to be eaten by the
usteem of their hearers, vefise not to visit their dy- people of God, on their quitting the Egypt of this
ing parishioners.  But such evidently exceed their;world ; the laud of their exile, bondage, and suffer-
commission ; and are better in this respect than lings,
their Church would make then. To attend the ;  Such are the transcendant helps and spiritual
sick with them, is quite a work of supererogation ! comforts, which the Catholic Church affords her
for by no precept in their persuasion are they com-, children at the awful moment of their Geparture out
pelled to doso. ‘The external rite of annointing| of this world. Aud, indeed, can we suppose thal
the sick being set aside; a rite which renders thej her Divine IPounder, who has doue and suffered so
Pastor’s attendance on the dying indispensable; he | much, in order to securs our salvation; ang left us
may justly consider a gnayer put up for them at his™ in the other sacraments such extraordinary wedi-
uwn tire side, as sure of beiny heard, as one re ;i ums of grace during life ; would leave us at the last,
peated by him at their bedsule, afler a long and! when we stand most in need of such extraordinary
painful journey. And zs for his exhortation aud helps,sodefenceless as Protestants finally find them-
advice, does nothis, and cvery Protestant sect tcnch'l sclves? Would he cast off so, and abandon in the
nsadherents to reject, asfallible, the word of man ;- end, the dearly purchased objects of his tender so-
ad to rely, in spiritual wnatters, on the writtan ‘heitude? No: havieg loved his own, who arein
cord alune, on the Bible, as read aud uuderstood "the world ; heloves them to the end. John 13—and
by themselves 3 and not as interpreted by any man, therefore in this sactament bas he furnished the dy-
nor all men : for this is the only principle which ing with the sure and ready mesns of ending well
separated, and shili separates them from the Catho- . their mortal pilgrimago : the means of getting the
lic Church? nccessary, and perhaps litherto neglected instrue-
Tn that Churcl, whic ki isncither of Luther's, Cal. o and exhortation ; by bringing to their bedside
&m°s, nor or any man's imventivn ; which, a< her their Pastor, bis own Representative, whom hebids
wreatest cnemics must confess, had Jesus Christ us hear, as we would himsel{in person —Luke x.
s )f and his holy Apostles for her founders iy 16.~ the meaus of comfort awd consolation in all
shiat Chureh, thongh of cvery age, tongue and coun-  theiv mental and bodily sufferings: the means of
v, which is wonderfully exempted frown all duc- making a full reparation of injuries dono fo our
irinal discard : how ready, sure, and perlect, are neighbour, and of heme thus thoroughly reconciled
the helps and comforts afforded to the Christian ju with God and man  the means of sccurity against
he trying hour of death; the most « ritical. smpor- the Tast and most desperate altacks of the infernal
tant, and all-decisive moment of his mortal exis- «nemy ; who strives then eather to Jull them into an
indolent presumption on Got's mesey ; or to drown
* them in all the honars of dark despair 3 the means
ina word, of duly preparing for the awful change

1cay, the sume, the Swviour says, ure thieves and
rubbers.  Ibid. :

tence ?

Unimpeded by wife and family. (fur v fose biu-
derance o their Ulergy, in the discharge of their k .
pareckial dutfes, Prowstants pay so dearly.) the about :o.lak.c.placo,on their Fnlrymto'.hc unknown
Catholie pastor flies at the earliest notice fo protect .‘"0"]*1 of spirits. O surely, if there be 2 moment
those «4 bis flock, wha are announced to be in dan- .19 alla ma‘nts life, that require. the vxtm‘oqhnar‘y
wer: bearins alang with him the leing and Uife- helps of religion. such as the sacraments, it is evi-
giviir breat; the Saviour's soverciyn antidole dently, :m'd above all. the mossent of his departure
aainst cternal death ; and his surest pledge afford. o viernty,
edusof a glorions immortality. Thusis present,  And is it not wonderful that Protesfants never
aith his Pastor the ehief shepherd himseli. aud perceive the immense spiritual Jossesthey have sus-
owner of the flock, o dcfcnd them fron the ficree! tained ;3 and the al.solutely nothing, It carnal li-
attacks of the hungry prowlwg volf @ and, while. berty they have gained, by all the commodious re-
tas awful presence keeps the murderons fiend acbay ; trencliments made by theie Retorauers from the
he wives an inward moving efficacy to the words of, faith and observances of the Apostles: made by
Bis drputy exliorting' extites in the dyg a whol-' those, who, s Saint Peter say's, promice themliber-
son:e loathing at sin : makes them freely void in', 2y, whereas they themselees are the slaves of cor-
confessivg the deadly poison from Gireir ulcerated ' 7uplwn—2 Pet.1i. 19. 1+ Fo, as the same apostle
comsciences ; infusing at the same time into theic: affiems, lewving the right way: have gone astray;
souls the hiealng bl of grace : then satities we- folloving the way of Br:lrwm_. the son of Besor :,
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mho loved the wages of iniquity.—ibid. v. 16.~by
those, in fine, whom Saint Jude, ns with his finger
points out to us -—Lhese are they, says he, who sr
perate themselves ; sensual mun, having not the ep
rit.—Jude, v. 19,

To be continued
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DIBLLCAL NOTICS AND EXPLANATIONS,
Cuatinued

EXODUS.

Chapter 32, verse 21, &e.—It would appear fres
Aaron’s answer to Moses, by whom he was chid
for bringing upon the people themost heinous sin ot
idolatry ; that he had suffered himsclf to he awed
into compliance with their wishes : and that th
gold castinto the fire, to fonm their idol, had by
some permitted infernal agency, come forth «
calf’; such as the Egyptiang were wont to worship.
We may judge of the heinousness of the crime by
the severity of the punishment,

Verse 1. In the humble supplication of Moses
in behalf of his gailty people ; for whom be is will
'ing tobecome an anatheme ; andin the pardon he
jobtaius for them ; we observe the powertul efficacy

of the prayers of the just in behalf of sinners.

Chapter 33—verse 3—2For £ will not goup with
ithee; becouse thow «rt a stiff necked people ; lest F
!des!rai; thee on the way. I'vom this declaration we

are led to supposc that te angel, who had hitherto

'conducted the Israelites, was the Filisl Deity bim-
self ; the ./quel of the great council; the object ot
whose special favour and mercy wasman., But
here we leam, that, when our criumes remove from
us his inunediately protective presence; he still
i charges his angels to watch over us, as we are sur-
'rounded with cnemies visible and invisible, whu
lwould otherwise accomplish ourdestruction,

Verse 8.~8o the children of Israel laid asid»
their ornuments by Mount Horeb, This they did
at the express command of God. Iow then can
Protestants blame the Catholic Church, for recom
mending to her sinful children external mortifica
tion, and even penitential attive, as a means of ap
peasing the angerof (iod?

Yerse 19— will have merey on whom I will
lhaue merey: and Jawill be merciful to whom it shall
pleaseme.  God is the fre disposcr of his own gifts
cand graces.  And, though he grants ofthesc a suffi

cicuey to cach; yet, bevond this, he can givemore
;or less, as he pleases, and to whomsoever he pleas
‘e 1 und deprive the unworthy of them wholly or fu
“part, in what tine, place, or manner he chooses os
; thinks proper.

Verse 22.—(od here shews himself to Moses un
der some borrowed, visible, and mystical forin.—
And can he not do so still, it he chooses ; as he as
sures us he does , in the lluchaistic sacrifice and
‘cacrament?  For we cannot see kis fuce here and
ve.  But pluccd with him, lihe Moses, on therock
of tns Chusch; Lis right hund protec’ing us in o
hole of that rock, 11l hig glory shall pass : when_hv
Vakes array kis hand ; that is, removes the sensible
i obstruction to our mental sight,—we then see hins
‘iu his hinder parts ; and 1ccegnize his prescnec
under the form which hie has deigned to assume.

Chapler 81.—verse 23.~—Zkrectimes ia the yaer
all thy males shall appear in the sight of the At
mighty Lord,the GGod of Isracl, §&c. 'The soleur:
. homage (o be paid anuuully to God, s tripled, be
1cause 1t was addreseed to the cteraal one in three.

Yorse 25.— Lhow shalt not offer the bleod of my
sacrifice upon Leaven.—Leacen, as we hove shown
above ; and s Saint Paul explains it,—1 Cor. v,
7. is the emblun of sin. By this prohibition
,lhorcfore, we are given to understand, thatto God's
sacrilice and sacraments ucthing sivful must e
!mﬁcrcd to approach,




