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of the most glaring sins of priests and people wvas the putting
away of their Iawful jewish wives, and the marrying of
heathen women. This evil, which overwhelmed Ezra with
piercincg sorrow, calis forth some of the severest condernnation
in this propheey. The reference to this great wrong is one of
the most striking passages in this book:

"Yet ye say,MWherefore? Because the Lord lias been witness between
thee and thie ivife of thiy youth, against ivhomn thou hast dealt treacher-
ously, though she is thy companion and the wife of thy covenant. And
did He not niakeo(ne? Yetlhad He the residue of the spirit. And where-
fore one? That 1e might seeh a gudly seed. Therefore taze heed to your
spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the %wife of hie youth. For
the Lord, thie God of Israel, saith that He hateth putting away " (ch. ii.
14, 15, 16).

The reasons for this condemnation are evident. It was a
union with idolaters, that would hardly fail, as in Solomon's
case, to turn a-way their hearts from the God of their fathers.
Such marriages w.-re also a treacherous violation of a soleron
covenant, anid a cruel abandonment of those to whom they
owed faithful love. It is clearly intimated that it was con-
trary to the Divine purpose in the institution of marriage.
BHe made one, because Hie sought a godly seed. There is some-
thing very graphie and suggestive in the thought that the
altar of the Lord was covered «ct with tears, 'with weepingt and
cryingt out, insomuch that fie regarded not the offering any
more." The idea is that the altar wvas covered with the tears
of the women who had been basely cast off; and therefore the
prayers of the transgressors were disregrarded; «because the
Lord of the altar has been witness of the unfaithfulness con-
sumimated by divorce, of which they have been guilty towards
the wives to whom they were bound by the tender recollections
of youthful love, by the intimate companionship, of married
life, and by the -s1ýew~n covenant which, united them to each
other " (Perowne). The thoughts here respecting the sacred-
mess of marriage and the wiekedness of divorce are almost
identical with the words of our Lord on this subjeet, in reply
to the Pharisees. By Malachi, Jehovah declares that Rie hates
divorce. We have no reason to believe that it is more pleasing
in is sight now.
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