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which, the young woman abruptly turficd inito the residence of -an
acquaintance to make an afternoon eall, leaving the young man
rather more disconcerted than lie would have liked to îidmit to
any of his acquaintances.

He retraced his steps, rnoodily muttering to hinself, and
apparently without knowing in what dirction bie wvas walking,
lie found himself opposite the shop of the shexuaker, who had
been the indirect cause of his quarrel with bis swcetheart.

"cCo1nfound tha t fe1lov! " muttered Bartrarn, -c he's in my way
wvherever I move. I've heard too rnuch of him in the streets and
the courts and everywhere else that I've been obligcd to go. 1
wish I could understand the fascination that fellow exerts over a
number of people so inucli better th-an himself. Hang it I arn
going to find out. Hie is a fool, if ever there -was one, and I arn
not. If 1 can't get at the secret of it, it will be the first time that
I have ever been beaten in examining and cross-examining such
a common specimen of humanity."

Thus speakiing, the lawyer crossed the street and entered th."
shop, but, to his disgust, found both tbe cobbler's sons there with
their father. The boys, with a curiosity common to ail young
people, and particularly intense among the classes who have
nothing particular to think of, stared at hirn so flxedly that he
llnally arose abruptly and departed without saying a word. The
boys wvent out soon after and Billy remarked to Tom, as th.e two
sauntered homeward : "cTom, what do you s'pose is the reason that
fellow cornes in to see dad so mucli? "

cGettin' a, pair o' shoes made, I s'pose," said Tom, sulkily, for he
had just failed in the attempt to extract a quarter of a dollar from
bis father.

ccThe shoes that dad was maki!n' for hlm," said Billy, a"was done
two or three weeks ago, 'cause I took 'em to lis office myscîf.
But he cornes to the shop over and over again, 'cause I've scen hirn
there, and whenever hie cornes hie manages to get to talkin' with
dad about religion. He always begins it, too, 'cause dad neyer
says nothin' about it unless the lawyer starts it first."

ccWell," said Tom, " seerns to, me that if hie wants to know any-
thin' on that subject hie should go to some of the preachers, that
ouglit to know a good deal more about it than dad does."

ccWel," said Billy, , what I w-as meanin' is, some folks scern to
know a good deal about things without bein' learned that other
folks wvill give their 'whole, tîme to, an' don't know very mnch
about. Every place tha.t I go to sornebody says sornethin' to me
about dad an' religion. Say, Tom, do you know dad's mighty
different to what, le used to, be before lie got took up?"l

"Of courselIdo. Ue's -,.lways wantin' folks to work, and always
findin' fault with éverythin' that we do that ain't riglit. Be
didn't used to pay no attention to, nothin'. We could do anythin'
we wçanted to, an' here I amn, a good deal bigger, and just about
as goodas a man, an' lie pays more attention to me than lie ever
did, and fusses at nie as if 1 was at littie bit of a kid. An' Idon't
like it eithier."


