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ta the direct horizontal force o! the wind avercoming the frictional
rasistance of the massa!f iron.work an its resting point on tht piers.
wvhich a less force may have sufflced ta bring about. since in the
case of the destruction o! the aid Ta>y bridge in Scotiand. tht force
o! tht wind is not estimatad ta, hava axced 56 pounds ta the
squar. foot. Some doubt seems ta attach ta these very high.wind
pressures. as evidenced by Prof. Hernot, of the 'Melbourne Univer-
sity. in bis paper on wind pressures read befora the Australian As-
sociation for the Advancement of Science at Adelaide, when allud-
ing ta the anemamaetrit results o! soma observations such as that o!
Bidstone near Liverpool, England. and at Sydney. recording .pres-
sures or velocities corresponding ta, pressures of goa pounds or zoo
pounds par square foot. white axhars. such as G.reenwich. Edinburgh,
Melbourne. and Adelaida, give resuits equal ta, only one-thirci of
those just mentionad. Crosby fram bis axperience inclines ta, be-
liave in nathing much above a maximum Of 30 pounds. and it whll
ha remembered that anly 26 pounds ta the square foot %vas ta ba
calculatad on in designing the 1.2oo.!oot tower proposed ta be
eracted in London in imitation o! the Eiffel.

C. BAILLARGE.
City Engineer. Quebec.

CANADIAN SOCIETY 0F CIVIL ENOINEERS.

A meeting of this society took place in their rooms at Montreal,
on the i5th uIt.

There was somne discussion on tht question wxhtther the
society's rooms sbould remain open every evening. most members
being in favor af their being open only on twa, evaaings each weelc.
Tucsday and Thursday. for exaxnple. It resolved ta rtquest the
council ta, enquire as ta tht cost cf lighthng tht rooms by electrhcity.

Mr. Irwhn read a paper by James H. Keantedy. on tht 'loca.
tion and Construction of tht Great Northtrn Railway in tht Rocky
Mountains!*~ This lint is composed a! tht aid St. Paul. Minne-
apolis & Manitoba. Mountain Central. Eastern Minnesota. Fair-
haven & Southtrn. and other railways. It is unique in being tht
only thraugh lina evar buiît aver the Rocky Moun tains witbout
Gavernmtnt aid. aither as a subsidy or land grant. The author of

the paper confined himself ta information limited ta, the Roccy
Mountain section, the part between Havre on the east and Kalispeli
on the wvest sida af the range -a distance Of 260 niiles-with
special reference ta mountain work.

An-ither meeting wvas held on the ist inst.. wvhen there %vas a
large attendance.

I>resilent Peterion rcad the repDrt on the Engineering Con-
&ress af Chicago, giving the number of engincers representing cach
nationality. Fram this it appeared that there had been a consider-
able surplus rasulting [ram th2 subicripti:nr of the varia us engin-
ering societies a! America and elsewheze. and that the shara a!
the surplus to go ta their own so-ciety would be about 88o. The
cauncil wvould decide as ta what wvas ta, be dane wîth this manay.
The sacretary then read a piper by F. A. Creighton. upan the
*Dartmouth. N. S.. %Vater and Sewerage IWorks." a carefully.

writtea and interesting essay. giving full det ails of the working a!
that system. %Ve will likely refer more fully ta, this paper later on.

AIISTAKES ABOUT ASBESTOS.

In a paper recently read befare the Montreal Natural History
Society. Praf. J. T. Donald corrected a number a! popular miscan-
captions concerning asbestos:

The first enisconceptian is chat asbestos is not destrayed by
6 re. This idea cames ta us from classic writers. who state that
napkins made fram il were thrawn inta the f6re and brougbt out
cleansed. Charlemagne is said to, haNrp had a tableclath ýa1tbmigh
it seems unlilcely that people used tablacloths in chose days) which.
ta the surp!- -e of bis court, ha thraw inta the flames and it w-as not
destroyed Truc asbestos wauld not hum,. but when it is brought
ta a red heat, the watar is driven off and the fibrous texture is
destroyed. sa that it will crumble up hike soda biscuit.

The second raisconception is that the Canadian asbestos is flot
the saint as the Italian, and therefore. much inferior. WVhen
asbestos camne first ta bc used in the arts it .%a= oaiy produced in
Italy. and in the district wvbere it v.as found, about 75 square miles,
many small mines wverc apenad. and about thc tima Ca1nadian
asbestos cama ino notice these mines waere ail combined ino ane
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