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wvorn iii England, differing oIiIy in
slighit details of ornamientation.

In the United States of Amierica the
ordinary apron is simply a wvhite skin,
the E.A. wekiring the left corner turn-
ed up; the F.C. the right corner turn-
ed ip; and the M.M. both turned
down. Individual Brethren, however,
are permitted considerable additional
ornianlentation, if they care to go to the
expense, as exernplified in several speci-
mens exhibited.

MASONIO SPREAD.

A custoni honored fromi time immiie-
morial 1)> the fraternity of Free and Ac-
cepted Mvasons is that of having refresh-
ments eltiier before or after Lodge coin-
municat ions. In " ye olden time" the
Lodge meetings would lie hield in, or
close to, an inn or taverni, where Ilgood
ale" wvas hrewved and wvhere an aband-
on to conviviality could be enijoyed
without let or hindrance. Tlius were
the spirits enlivened and the ties of
friendship bound dloser together by the
stron)ig cords of intimacy. And so lias
corne dowvn to us from, out of the dis-
tant ages, before the revival, the good
exam pie of sociabiIity that characteized
the rise of Freemasonry. XVe follow
to-day, to a degree calculated to do hon-
or to our glorious ancer'ry, their noble
exarnpie.

Our English brethren have their
spread before the meeting, whiie we in
America have it after the close of the
Lodge. It is a comnv)n thing, we are
informed, for a noticeý to be sent to the
members of a Lodge in London stat-
ing that Il the i)rethren wvil1 dine to-
gether at 6 o'clock at the ' I-olborn,' "
or sonie offher place. The acivantage
of this is that dining at that hour gives
ample tirne to finish their meal; smoke
their perfectos and be ready for the
work of the evening, which being con-
cluded allows the brethren to reach
their homes iii good seasun, without
carrying with them an indigestable
wvelblh rarehit, or the dvspepsia germns of
lobster salad. The niatur-.l resuit, of
course is a good night's rest and a clear

hiead in the nîorning, two things mos
devoutly to be %vished.

Th'le argument urged by those who
advocate the after Lodge spread is thar
the brethren having hiad their Il treat'*
wvmll not l)e s0 wivel inclined to attend
the meeting, but wvill tarry awhile at
the table and until to late to go. And
again they say that having eaten a
hearty meal immediately before the
Lodge nieets, they are apt to be a littie
duil of intellect and sluggish of thoughit.
They forget that this mieal takes the
place of their dinner at home and dif-
fers fromi it only by the company, ex-
cept that the conviviality of the occa-
sion, the freedomn fromi househiold re-
straint, may lead to greater excesses and
thus create an undesirable condition of
mmnd and body.

It is also claimied that the after
L odge to spread tends to secure a
larger attendance at the meetings, and
with the "l(ced" in prospect, will lead
the brethren to remain to the close of
Lodge. He is flot miuch of a Mason
who is only a Ibelly-Miason, and the
Lodge does niot lose miuch by bis ab-
sence. A man who attends a Lodge
sinmply because there is going to he a
spread, will not be interested in ihe
ivork, but will sit unea sily in his seat
and be impatient for the close of the
Lodge.

Our owvn belief is that the spread
before the Lodge is much preferrable.
0f course we are so accustomred to the
after-Lodge banquet that it would be
like an "linnovation " to attemipt to
change it.

As the Lodges cail] fromn refreshnient
to lahor, let the brethren think of this
mattter. and Mhen called from- labor wo
refreshment, let them enjoy the spreads
that may be prepared for them, either
before or after the meeting.-Mfasozic
Standard.

The 1. 0. F.
he Independent Order of Foresters are

inaugiirating a vigorous winter campaign, and
for the nmonths of Novemnber, December, and
jannary are renmitting tu new nernbers the
registration and certificate fees, which appli-
cants tisually have to pay upon joining.


